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INTRODUCTION.

1 HE Eighth Anniversary of this Society

was held this Year with the usual Harmo-
ny and Devotion. The religious Services

were performed at Surry Chapel, the Taber-

nacle, and Tottenham Court Chapel, as

before : the last Sermon was preached at

Bermondsey Church, and the Anniversary

closed, as usual, by the celebration of the

Lord's Sapper- at Sion Chapel, in which

a great number of Ministers assisted. The
fervour and unction with which these dis-

courses were delivered, and the pleasure

and acceptance with which they weic

received, compared Avith former occasions,

appeared rather increased than diminished.

The Meeting.9 for Business were held, as

usual, at Haberdashers' Hall : where the

Report of the Directors, which precedes

the Sermons, was read and approved.

Since
A



li, INTROLUCTION.

Since the Annual Meeting^ however, dis-

patches of importance have been received

from Capt. Wilson, and from Mr. Eyre,

one of the JVIissionaries at Otaheite. From

the former we give the following pleasing-

Extracts, which throw new light upon the

state of the South Sea Mission, and call

for gratitude from all the friends of the

Institution.

EXTRACTS .

From Capt. WILSON 's LETTER*

TO JOSEPH HARDCASTLE, ESQ.

Dear Sir,

" I EXPECTED when I should reach China, to have had an oppor-
tunity of forwarding letters to arrive in London much earlier than

myself, but was disappointed in this, as no ship sailed for Europe before

the fleet I nccompany ; and but some Americans a few davs previous to

our departure, by whose circuitous rout I did not think it necessary to

write, except a few lines to Mr. Gillett, which I j:ot on board the firft of
them when under sail. If it is received, you will have heard of my arri-

val, and know generally that all is well. 1 he Society, Sir, cannot be more
anxious to know, than I have been to communicate, the state of their af-

fairs at Otaheite; which being favourable beyond the hopes of any, would
have rendcied this duty the more agreeable: ai.d still, as the Royal Ad-
miral has to deliver a part of her cargo at the C-ipe of Good Hope, by
which she may he det.iined, so as not to reach St. Helena in time to sail

from thence with the fleet, I shall give a few particulars for the satisfac-

tion of the Society ; who will be farther gratified on mv arrival, by the

journals and letters of the Brethren, whose packet I eiig.iged to delivermy-
self. In my expedition to New Zealand (which I mentioned in my for-

mer letter) events occurred which delayed my arrival at Otaheite to the

joth of July, i8oi. The Brethren on board were then all in pood health ;

and before we anchored, we had the happiness to know (by Mess. Henry,
Nott,

The whole of this Letter, with Mr. Eyre's, and other important Missionary
Intclliger.ee, will be found in the Evangelical Magazine for the prefent
month.— Jurtfy lbo2.



EXTRACTS FROM CAPT. WILSON S LETTER. Ill,

Nott, and Blcknell coming off) that they were all well on shore, except

Mrs. Henry and Mrs. Eyre, both of whom are frequently indisposed; tiie

one from tenderness of constitution, the other by reason of old a^e. After

the melancholy things which have successively reached the Society's cais,

it might have been expected that the natives would have fled to the moun-
tains, on the appearance oi a Missionary ship ; but, on the contrary, Ma-
tavai bay never wore a more lively appearance. His Excellency Governor
King, had fent the Porpoise sloop of war thither, to salt pork for the

colony. She lav with several canoes about her; but the moment the

Royal Admiral (of whose coming they had heard) appeared round the

po'nt, they de erted her, and many more from the shore paddled in haste

to us ; and crowding on board I was glad to get an anchor down, even
before we had worked so far into the bay as I wished to be. Most of them
knew me, and were eager to outdo each other in professions of joy and
kindness. Such a profusion of provisions was immediately poured into the

ship as astonished the new Missionaries ; and had a powerful effect in

dispelling those clouds of anxiety which had hovered over their minds.
The curiosity of the natives was awake to know who were the Brethren
that had come to join the rest; and when pointed out, embraced them
warmly, and paid them unremitting attention during the rest of the even-
ing. When the confusion had a little subided, I inquired of the Bre-
thren, How they had been treated by the natives, since they were left few
in number ? and was informed, That since the affair of Oparre (which
occasioned the separation) they had received the greatest kindness and
respect from the natives. Ihe Chiefs, and even Otoo, Vvho was to blame,
have endeavoured, by a studied conduct and greater attention, to regain

the good word and good will of the Brethren, which they value, and
think they lost by that act. They have known two or three very scarce

seasons; yet, at such times, they had ahvays a sufficiency sent them,
chiefly by the people of Matavai, and the adjoining districts ; and often,

from the most distant parts of the island, by people entirely unknown to

them. As for the death of Mr. Lewis, though there was cause for sus-

picion, they never could collect suflicient evidence to criminate the

natives in it. The property left on the island at the time of the separa-

tion, is chiefly in the hands ofPomarree, and some they retain themselves;
but he readily supplies them with what they want, and seldom gives any
away without their leave. Agreeably to an instruction from the Society,

I propofed its being returned to their own store, and my demanding it for

that purpose : but the experienced Brethren unanimously disapproved of
my doing it ; observing. That the Chief had good sense enough to consi-

der it as confidence reposed in him; but to divest him of it the moment
they had power, would destroy that idea; — that remaining with hjm,
they weie not expofed to the danger they had formerly found in trying

to preserve it; and while they could command it with a word, it

would be imprudent to let the Chief know they had a tliought of taking
possession of it.

The morning after my arrival, Pomarree, Iddea, and their train,

visited the ship. Otoo and his brother came alongside also; all

expressing their joy on my coming to see them again, and much <ui-

prised at seeing so large a ship; which Otoo immediately compared to Oi.c
I'ree Hill. The Porpoise had saluted the Chiefs on her arrival ; and
Pomarree did not fail to inform me of this ; therefore, that we might
not be the less esteemed on this account, I fired nine guns, which
highly pleased them. Pomarree rose from his chair, and embracino-
me, said, he would send every day as much provision, ready dressed,
as would serve the crew ; and this he accordingly did, though
we had no occasion for it ; so abundant were our supplies fiom
tvery quarter. On



IV. EXTRACTS FROM CAPT. WILSON S LETTER.

On landing, the following day, I found that the Brethren did not

live in the same hou^c together, though near to each other. Mr.
and Mrs. Eyre, and Mr. Jefferson, had apartments in the old house;
Mr, and Mrs. Henry had a small but comfortable house, on the same
side of the river, nearer to the point ; and Mess. Nott, Bicknell,

and Broomhall occasionally resided on the opposite side of the river,

in the uiifinished house, which they had begun before the separation.

Mr. Jelfer.son had kept the journal ; and Mr. Eyre was store-keeper:

as for President or Committee, they have had none since the Duff's

t^rparture. But now, on strangers joining them, and their number
thereby increased, in compliance with the will of the Directors, and
the dictates of their experience, they thought proper to resume them

;

and also, to proceed in the building of the unfinished house, for the

more comfortable accommodation of the whole. Materials for this, I

had prepared at New Zealand ; for which the Society arc debtors to thj

owDris ot the Royal Admiral
We went to meet the King, Pomarre, Iddea, and the Chiefs, by

appoi!itment, when, with Mr. Nott, as interpreter, I spoke to them
concernu'g the reasons which induced the Missionaries to come to them,
the reception they gave them on their arrival, and the benelits they haJ
received by them already; and mentioned a few instances wherein the

Brethrt-n had been ill treated; and endeavoured to convince them how
easy it would be for me to retaliate on them : that they were known in

Britain ; but the People there, still wishing to do ihtm good, had sent

other men, in the room of those their violence had forced away ; and
expected the^c to be better treated. 1 hen taking each Missionary bv

the hand, and leading him to each of the Chi'efj, I introduced them by
name. \\^ith this ceremony they were very much delighted ; and, on
ther parr, promised to the utmost of their power. But before we
parted, Pomarre asked, whether the new comers would fight for him
or not? — I told him No; they would fight none, except to defcDvl

themselves, if attacked, in their hotise. This, I believe, sunk them
about one mi,)iety in value. However, the Chief said, " Very wcl! ; if

they would not fight, he would fi^ht for them ; but thought it very
odd, tliat King George, having many fighting men, sen-ds none to his

assistance." I don't know, Sir, whether our speech on this occasion was
what it ought to have been, or not; but they understood it perfectly.

When reminded of having given the district of Matavai to the Breihien,
they looked thrm in the face, as if to say, Who has taken it from
you,? and asked, whether they were denied any thii)g it affonled i'

On some occasions they had checked the Brethren for pulling
fruit; but only when they saw that, through ignoiance, they wcie in-

juring the trees.

Concerning what is done in the Missionary work, we must confine
ourselves to the progress made in the language ; which, with some of
them, is considerable, particularly Mr. Nott, who now converses in it

freely. But notwithstanding their acquirements this way, they hnvo
hitherto been able to convey but faint ideas of divine things to the
minds of the natives ; who nnd»rstand only, that to teach iheui our
relif^ion is the piincipal object of being among them. The first part

of their labours has certainly required much patience : to learn a bav-

baious language, and apply it to those great and important subjects,

which the most refined and copious can hardly express, is no easy matter.
'J'his the MisMonarics have found. However, they aie proceeding rapidly
towards a fair trial of.wbat can bo done; and, perhaps, httcr persons for
this purpose, than some the Society have now at Otaheitc, could not
easily be found. Mr. Jctfcrson, in speaking on this subject, says, he

expects
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expects persecution from the natives when the Gospel is a little under"
sfood hy them; as, he thinks, they will not relish its forbidding

dictates: yet he hoprs, in his own day, to sec them embrace it."— May
the God of mercy hasten it

!

I noticed that the Poi poise had come to the island to salt pork. I

am happy to say that she completely succeeded in her object, having
previous to my leaving the bay, salted down upwards of 500 large hogs

;

and might have had many more if they had brought more salt. For this I

also was greatly at a loss. After salting a very few-, I took away about 350
alive, being as many as I could feed, or find room for. His Excellency
Governor King, had enjoined the Commander of the Porpoise to pay atten-

tion to the iVIissionaries ; and which they received m many acts of kindness

:

and I am of opinion, that the ships being there together, both prcvious'r

acquainted v/itli the Missionaries (which the natives perceived) and joining

in concern for their safety and comfort, and evincing a determination to

support them, has had the desirable effect of establishing the Mission on
the best possible footing : so that, whoever among the natives may ru'c as

Chief, none will dare to hurt the Brethren, except It happens iti the

phrenzy of their encounters with each other : and not any of this narure

have yet occurred to excite alarm. I believe it is the intention of Gover-
nor King to send frequently, (perhaps once a year] to the islands : in

which case the Society will have an e4sy communication with the Breth-

ren ; who can also have necessaries from Port Jackson ; and for which, on
this prospect, I have made some arrangements, which, I hope, will meet
the Society's approbation. Mr. Shelley, who was returning to England
bv me, with''thG hope of renewing the Fiiendly Island Mission, on finding

that at Onheite so promising, joined it ; and will be an useful member to

them. While he resided at Port Jackson, he formed an attachment to a

young woman who lives with Mrs. Hassel, and expressed a desire to go
back in the Porpoise, to -marrv, and return with her, either hy rhe same
«hip or some whaler. . To this the Brethren agreed; and application being

made to Lieutenant Scott, Commander of the Porpoie, he readily con-

sented. This, Sir, is a most favorable circumstance for Mrs. Henry ; Mrs.
Eyre being now so advanced in years, that by the course of nature, she may
soon be deprived of her, which would reduce her (already in a weak state,

with two young children) to a very ehs'.ressing situation.

" Please to present my best respects to the Directo^^. Perhaps, before

von have time to read this, I shall have the pleasure of putting the

B;ethrcn's Journals and Letters into their hands; and as, I under.tand,

great ca^e has been observed, by Mr. Jefferson, in keeping t/iar for

Otaheite, 1 hope. It will be a good guide for future racasures. W th.

mv \.rn respects to Mrs. H^rdcastle and family, I beg leave to subscribe

myself,

Dear Sir,

Rov.il Aiimlral, tit Sea, Your obedient servant,
'

lVlare.h 15, 1302. Wm. WlLSON.
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To the EIGHTH GENERAL MEETING of the

MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

Mai/ 12, 1802.

X HE Directors of the Missionary Society con-

gratulate their Brethren, that another oppor-

tunity is afforded them of reviewing the past,

maturing the present, and planning the future,

operations of the Society. It is to them a gra-

tifying reflection, and they wish to impress it on
this assembly, that the objects which they desire

to accomplish, are the most important that can
occupy the human mind : for they have the coln-

mand of God for their authority, his promises for

their encouragement, and his predictions for the

guarantee of their success.

These objects as they embrace the glory of

God in the highest, and the eternal good of fallen

man, must necessarily be worthy of the most
persevering regard and exertion. In proportion,

therefore, as the duty is urgent, the motives

affecting, and the consequences important, so

great wiU be the ingratitude and aggravated the

guilt of the indolent or perverse professor of

Religion who shall neglect them. The faith in

the Saviour, which bringeth personal salvation,

manifests its reality by vigorous and diffusive

operations. The great Apostle of the Gentiles

not only said, "I know in whom I have believed,''.

B but



10 REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS

but also, " I will very gladly spend and be spent

for you." ]May the members of tlie Missionary
Society enjoy a like consciousness of the divine

favor— hold forth in their respective spheres the

word of life— and united as they are this day in

the service of their common Lord, become the

instruments of extensively spreading, and perma-
nently establishing, '^ the fullness of the blessings

of the Gospel of Christ."

Tlie labours of the Directors, during the past

year, have been chiefly employed in the culti-

vation of ^Missionary Principles ; the diffusion of
jNlissionary Intelligence; and the keeping up a
suita])le and interesting Correspondence vrith the
Missions already established.

In consequence of the paucity of accepted

Missionaries placed in the Missionary Seminary
under the superintendance of the Rev. Mr.
Bogue, to be in preparation for forming new, or

strengthening established Missions, the Directors

recommended to the last General Meeting, " that
'' prayer be made to the great Head of the Churcli
'' for an addition of promising and faithful
'' lilissionaries," Conformably to this recommen-
dation, they have also composed and circulated
*' An Address to iMissionaries and private Chris-

/^ tians in tliis Country ;" giving a retrospect of
the general Efforts of the Society ; stating its

impressive concerns and encouraging prospects,

and urging tlie necessity of ah increased number
of Missionaries, for supporting and extending the

utility of this Institution.

In addition to this, they have addressed a

jospectful and affectionate Letter to the Tutors
iwid Students in many of the British Seminaries,

for the purpose of exciting their attention to the
iiigh Connnand and the extensive Commission of
our exalted Lord, when he said to his Ministers

—

"^ Go ye into all the world, and preach theCiospel

to every Creature:"* and also to engage them to

serious
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'Serious deliberation and fervent prayer, in a

matter, wdiicli certainly applies to the Character

they support, and the Oliices which they are

destined to iill.

The friends of Ileligion and of JNlissionary exer-

tion on the Continent, have also shared in the

solicitude of the Directors, to transmit them
Intelligence : and to cherish and increase that

affectionate regard, that lively interest, and that

effective assistance, which have been expressed

and rendered to the IMissionary Society. For
these purposes, an Address to Foreign Societies

and Ministers has been drawn up and extensively

circulated.

The Directors have judged these proceedings

to Jbe both suitable and necessary, in consideration

of the designs and state of the Society ; and the

impression ofdivine efficiency has been humbly and
fervently solicited on these Endeavours. May
pra3'er be heard ; may the Lord give the Word;
and may the number of Missionaries, to publish it

to the Heathen, be great and sufticient 1

The ]\Iission to Otaheite lias always been a
subject of great Interest. The Directors, after

waiting with anxious expectation for Intelligence

from that Island, received, about the beginning
of April, a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Jefterson in

the name of the Missionaries, dated 31 Dec. 1800:
and several private letters came to hand by the

same conveyance. An interval of twelve months
had occurred from the date of the preceding

Dispatches, during which time, it is stated^ that

the jMissionaries had been in great outward peace,

and in general had enjo^'cd very good health.

The public preaching of the Gospel to the Inha*

bitants of Otaheite had not commenced, because

the Missionaries Vv-ere not sufficiently acquainted

with the language of the Country : but they had
endeavoured, incidentally, to speak the Word of

Life to individuals. The state of the Islapd too,

had
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had been peaceful, although ruptures had nearly

broken out at several times and at various places,

owing to the turbulent disposition of the natives

and the insidious and wicked influence of some
vagrant seamen who have settled on it. It is

painful to add, that when the dispatches left

Otaheite, great preparations weremakhig for a Ge-
neral Meeting of the heads of the Island, at which
war or peace was to be finally determined on : if

the former should be declared, and Pomarree and
his Son be conquered, the Missionaries feared they
should at the least be subjected to plunder, if not
to more serious and atriictive calamities. But, say

they, "The Lord reigneth 1" We Avould reply,
"" The Lord reigneth for ever and ever !" And we
trust that the Otaheitan Isle, and the hearts of our
dear Brethren, '' will be made glad thereof."

The Missionaries, in reviewing their past and pre-

sent situation, conceive, that an experienced person,

at the head of a well organised body of Mission-
aries, might be of singular service in establishing

the Mission at Otaheite ; and also other Missions
in the surrounding Islands. They think, that the

Correspondence which Governor King, at Port
Jackson, has commenced with Pomarree, is a
particular interference of Providence in their

favor ; and they hope for its continuance and in-

crease, as it may prove the means of strengthening,

animating, and enlarging the Mission. The fore-

going circumstances form the substance of the
letters which the Directors have received, as far as

they regard the general business of the Mission ;

but one unhappy event they have to mention with
sorrow of heart, the fall, and separation from tlieir

body, of Mr. Broomhall, who had been before

faithful and useful.

As our Brethren do not express great anxiety,
nor fearful expectation, the Directors trust, that
their situation, though certainly hazardous, has
not, since the date of their letter, been attended

with
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with extreme clangxT : and that God, Avhom tliey

devotedly and faithfully serve, has encircled

them AV'ith his favor, and shielded them with liis

protection. About three or four montlis, from
the time of their last writing, only elapsed before

jthe Royal Admiral arrived at Otaheite : and,

perhaps, this ship Avas a httle preceded by the

Porpoise, A\hich sailed from Port Jackson a sliort

time after the Royal Admiral, (taking, liowever,

a less circuitous passage) and whose Captain was
charged w^ith another Letter, and some Presents,

from Governor King to Pomarree, and with in-

structions to patronise and assist fhe Missionaries.

The Directors contemplate these events with
pleasure and with hope, as they seem calculated

to support and encourage our Brethren, and as

they provide an alleviation of any sufferings

which they may have experienced. The addition

o^ vine Missionaries, under the influence of peace-

ful circumstances, will serve to strengthen and
animate our Brethren at Otaheite : and these, in

return, will be able, and without doubt.be well
disposed, to facilitate the introduction of their

nev/ associates ; to guard them against the snares

and dangers to which they will be exposed, and to

assist them in the acquisition of the language in

which they are destined to preach the Gospel of
the Grace of God, to the ignorant and perishing-

natives.

These are the principal Events to which the
Directors have occasion at present to refer. Seve-
ral incidental points, regarding our present and
future connection with Otaheite, have occurred,
in corresponding with Mr. Hassell and the Rev.
Mr. Marsden, at Port Jackson.

In a little time, however, it is hoped, that letters

from Captain Wilson (accounts having. recently

been received of his arrival at China) w^ill an-
nounce that he lias been at Otaheite, and also

CQii^mu^icate a circLmistaiUialj full, ancl satisfac-

tory
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toiy account of a Mission, which lies very near

the hearts of tlie Directors and of the Society;

but whicli appears to be peculiarly dependent for

safety and success on the power, the goodness, and
the blessing of God.
The Soutli African Mission, in connection Avith

the ^lissionary Society at the Cape of Good Hope,
presents Objects and Occurrences so various and
important, that a Memoir of no inconsiderable

length, and of great interest, might be formed
concerning them. It Avill therefore be necessary

for the Directors to compress this part of their

Report, and to» present a brief sketch, instead

of a detailed account of these concerns and trans-

actions.

When the Directors made their Report to the

last General ]\Ieeting, their truly admirable

and excellent Brother, Dr. Vanderkemp, was in

CaiTraria. Although his situation was lonely, and
his safety precarious, yet, with exemplary devoted-

ness and zeal, he tarried there and laboured

for several months, endeavourinii* to conciliate

King T'Geika and his subjects; but iK)t so mucli
directing religious instructions to them, (whose
language he imperfectly understood) as to some
Heathens of Hottentot extraction who were in

that country ; and to three of whom, it appears,

his ministry has been accompanied with the con-
verting power of divine Grace. After this, with a

view to meet the brethren Vanderlingen and Read,
Avho were on their way to unite with him in

Missionary exertions, he left CaHVaria and came to

Graaf Reinet. At this colony, the all controuling

and wisely directing hand of God pginted out

objects of immediate importance, and remarkably
suited to the respective qualifications of the

Brethren. Mr. Vanderlingen, after some j)roba-

tionary and acceptable services, was called to

take upon him tlve charge of the Colonial Church
at Graaf Reinet : Brother Read entered on a dili-

gent
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p;ent and useful course of labour among the

i'^nglish dragoons who were stationed at that

phice; and Dr. Vandcrkemp sedulously employed
himself in preaching to the Hottentots who re-

sided in the colony. The Brethren mutually

assisted each other in these benevolent exertions,

and it pleased God, in a distinguished manner to

own and bless their ministrations. The colony at

G raaf Pvcinet, has now the advantage of Brother

Vanderlingen's stated labors; and the Children

of the Colony and the Heathen that reside

therein, the benefit of his religious instructions.

Dr. Vanderkemp and Mr. Read were so successful

among the Hottentots, that beside two or three,

whose artless simple experience, unaffected piety,

and exemplary conduct, evinced a real conver-

sion to God ; thirty-two others of that people ex-

pressed their desires to be fully instructed in the

faith of the Gospel, and to walk according to its

holy 'precepts. The English dragoons also not

only heard Brother Read, with great attention,

but several of them statedly met with him for

Christian conference and social ^\l3rship, and
appear to have felt the pov/er and to follow the

pure tendencies of divine Truth.

After such pleasing and encouraging occur-

rences, it is painful to relate that several of the

Colonists, from an interested policy, have endea-

voured to hinder and even outrageously oppose
the benevolent labors of the Missionaries among
the Hottentots. Our Brethren Vanderkemp and
Read appear to have been much alfected, on ac-^

count of these violent proceedings, and especially

as in the course of them, the Hottentots had been
subjected to hostility and danger. With a view,

therefore, of withdrav^^ins' their beloved charo-e

rrom the jealousy and from the immediate notice

of their persecutors, they have resolved to form
them into a settlement at a distance of 200 miles

from Graaf Reinet; to provide a school-master
for
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for the purpose of giving instruction to tlieir

Ciiildrcn, and to endeavour to introduce among
then\ agriculture, and such other arts, as the

situation, and their capacities, M'ill enahle them
to learn and to practice. The Commissioner of
Graaf Reinct has gi\en his permission, and has
oliered his assistance, for carrying this necessary

and henevolent plan into effect. And the Direc-

tors hope that it will please God to conciliate,

to overrule, or to disappoint the intemperate and
unworthy opposition of those who have already

attempted, or may hereafter endeavour to ob-

struct his work, and to persecute his servants.

It is necessary to remark, that this proposed.Settle-

ment is not meant to supersede the ^Mission to Caf-

fvaria. Dr. Vanderkemp (accompanied by Brother
Read) has again been in that country, to )vait on
King T'Geika, at his particular desire, and to che-

rish that good understanding which subsists be-

tween his subjects and the jNlissionaries. But at the

date of their last letter from Graaf Rcinet, they
were so constantly employed among the Hotten-
tots and Efto'lish soldiers, that thev could not
possibly leave that place ; and it will only be when a

su])ply of Missionaries is sent to tliem, and intro-

duced into effective labor, tliat Dr. Vanderkemp
and Brother Read can, or mean to resume their

JMission in Catfraria.

In the Repoit of last year it was stated, that the

Brethren Kicherer and Cramer were about to take

a long journey toward the Great River; agreabij

to an impressive and often repeated invitation

which they had received from a numerous body
of Heathen, of various tribes, >s ho reside toge-^

ther, and who earnestly desire religious instruct

tion. Information has been since received, that

Mr. Anderson has been joined to this Mission •

and it is hoped that they have long since arrived

at the place of their destination ; have met with a

peaceful and cordial reception from those who
invited
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invited them tliitlier, and have also commenced
that good work for the prosecution of which they

undertook this important Mission. In the course

of their journey, it appears by a letter from Mr.

Kicherer, they tarried some time at Zach River,

and preached to the Heathen there, with much
acceptance and success. " The hunger and thirst

*' of the Heathen for the Word of Life (says Mr.
'' Kicherer) is very strong ; the conflux of peo-
" pie is as considerable as can be wished ; and the
** blessing resting upon our testimony is beyond
** expectation." These gracious events were well

calculated to induce our Brethren to '' thank God
and to take courage."

The Missionary Mr. Tromp has succeeded Mr.

Vanderlingen at the Wagen-maker's Valley. He
labors with diligence among the Heathen in that

district; and his conduct has been so worthy

and exemplary, that the South African Society

have taken the pecuniary charge of his support

entirely on themselves.

The three Brethren Messrs. Manenberg, Forster,

and Bakker, who v/ere on their voyage to the

Cape, at the time of the last Annual Meeting,

have since proved very acceptable and useful

Ministers. Mr. Bakker labors very diligently at

Stellenbosch; and he has been directed to regard

with the greatest attention the religious Instruc-

tion of the Children of both the Heathens and
Colonists, at that Settlement. Mr. Manenberg's

preaching at the Cape has proved so acceptable,

and promised such usefulness, that the South

African Society have thought it right to divert

his course from a direct attention to the distant

Heathen, and to settle him within the Colony at

the Cape. The Directors hope that their respected

co-adjutors have acted with wisdom and impar-

tiality in this appointment ; and they have heard

with satisfaction and joy, that Mr. Manenberg ap*

proves himself to be worthy of this honorable selec-

C tion,
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tion, and that he is zealously diligent in th^

-sphere in which he is destined to move. It ap-

pears that he preaches twice a \\eek to a large and
respectable congregation of Christians; and that

three times a v/eek he holds an Evening Meeting
for the instruction of the Colonial Slaves, and of
the orhcr Heathen -who reside at the Cape. Mr.
]\Ianenberg is intirely supported by the Society at

the Cape. Brother Forster has been appointed
•to assist the worthy and reverend ]\Ir. Vos, in

labouring among the Christians and Heathens in

the Settlement of Rodesand. Very honourable
and satisfactory testimonials have been received

in favour of Mr. Forster's temper and conduct

:

And this Society has been relieved from all charge
on his account also, except the moiety of ten

pounds per annum, towards the support of his aged
mother in Holland.

The Directors report, with gratitude to God,
and with unfeigned respect for their Foreign Co-
adjutors, that this Institution has experienced
an, increase of friendly and Christian Assistance

from the South African Society, during the past

year; and that the Missionaries in Africa have
also been favoured with their most ready and
effective support and encouragement. They are

also happy to add, that the Missionary Society at

the Cape increases in its numbers; enlarges, and
improves in its organization ; and induces the hope
and the prospect of very considerable efficiency

for the furtherance of the work of God. The
Direction of that Society has been increased from
right to thirteen Directors : local Directors have
been appointed at the several stations in the

Colony: Calvinists and Lutherans aflord mu-
tual c()-o])eration, and both the unenlightened
Ciu'istians, and the totally ignorant Heathen, at the

Cape and its vicinity, share in the truly benevo-
lent and highly connnendable exertions of that

excellent Institution. In accordance Avith these

designs^
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designs, raid to carry them into execution, the South

African Society has obtained the hberty of erect-

ing a large building, at the Cape, for the pub-

he Prayer Meetings, and for the accommoda-
tion of the Heathen. May it please God to pros-

per these purposes, and to establish this good
^voYk !

The state and usefulness of the South African

Society; the progressive and successful Exer-

tions of our Brethren the Missionaries at tlie

Cape, and at the Colonial Settlements in its vici-

nity, and the indication of earnest desire on the

part of Heathen Tribes and Nations, to receive

the Missionaries, and to be instructed by them in

the faith and holiness of the Gospel, are Events

of apparently great importance : and they are

surely calculated to impress with lively gratitude^

and to stimulate with holy ardor. Much has

already been done, in approi)riating and forward-

ing Missionaries to the Southern part of Africa:

but the field of operation is not yet occupied

with sufficient labourers; and Missionary exer-

tion, at present, is inadequate to gratify the

•wishes, and to supply the spiritual wants of the

nntutored but not insensible Heathen. Dr. Van-
•derkemp in his last Letter and Journal mentions,

that he has received a ^Message from Captain

Klaas Stauir, a Chief among the Hottentots, re-

questing him to come and settle at Zwartkops
River, that both himself and his people may be

instructed in the Doctrine of Christ : and, that

-at the Snow Mountains, and at some other places

in the same direction, there are considerable num-
bers of Heathen, who desire Missionary Instruc-

tion. These services owr Brethren have been

obliged to decline at present; but they earnestly

request, that at least four Missionaries may he

sent thither, to enable them to form necessary

Settlements in the Eastern part of the Colony of

Graaf
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Graaf Reinet, and in CafiVaria. " It is/* says

Dr. Vanclerkemp, '* very remarkable that Provi-

dence has divided the Body of Missionaries when
<it the Cape into two parts separating themselves,

the one along the East coast of Africa towards

the Red Sea ; the other along the western shore

towards Angola. ^\ e think that following Mis-
sionaries may spread themselves in the^e very di-

rections with great advantage, the former having
prepared the way for the next to go a step fur-

ther; that from these two branches, or chains of

Missionary Settlements, lateral branches may
spring forth towards the interior part of Africa

meeting each other in the meridian which cuts

Africa, from the INIediterranean Sea to the Cape,

in an Eastern and Western part : always how-
ever subordinating their ideas and schemes to

the superintending direction of Him whose ways
are not like our ways, and v>hose thoughts
infinitely transcend ours." The Rev. Mr. Vos,

at Rodesand, has also desired that two additional

'Missionaries may be sent to labor in his very

extensive Circuit ; and they are to be intirely

maintained by his Community. The Direc-

tors are happy to report, that the zeal of our
Eoreign Brethren has provided for these exigen-

cies. Messrs. Palm and Ulbricht, from Berlin, and
five other worthy and devoted Servants of Jesus

Christ, from the Netherland Society, are in a

short time to sail from Holland to the Cape : the

two former are expressly designated to join Dr.

Vanderkemp and Mr. Read; and the other Breth-

ren will respectively receive appointments from
the Directors of the South African Society, ac-

cording to the Instructions which they may re-

ceive from the Society of Rotterdam, and to the

circumstances and requirements of established

Missions, or of new and approved undertakings.

The Directors are aware of, and have given

due attention to, the National Change of Govern-
ment,
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ment, which, in consequence of the late Treaty of

Peace, will speedily take place at the Cape of

Good Hope. They do not perceive, in this

event, any thing that should relax exertion, or

induce discouragement. The purposes and ob-

jects of the Missionary Society have no illicit

national partialities : and if national connection is

deemed of importance, the Netherland Missionaiy

Society will be united with the future Government
of the Cape, in the same manner as this So-

ciety was united Mdth the past Government.

But, that respectful attention should be paid,

where it is undoubtedly due, and that influence

and patronage should be procured from high cha-

racter and 9fj[icial pre-eminence, the Directors, in

connection with the Netherland Missionary So-

ciety, have addressed Mr. Janson, who has been

appointed Governor of the Cape of Good Hope,

stating their benevolent views and purposes, in

sending Missionaries to instruct and to convert the

Heathen Tribes and Nations, in the Soutli of

Africa, and earnestly requesting his assistance and
support, in a work, which unites genuine Plii-

ianthropy with sound policy. It is proper and ex-

pedient, in this place, to mention, with unfeigned

gratitude and honourable regard towards Plis

Excellency Francis Dundas, Esq. the present

English Governor at the Cape, and his honorable

predecessors in that office, that the views and de-

signs of the Missionary Society have been fa-

vored by their philanthropy and forwarded by
their authority. And the Directors are truly

happy to bear an equally honorable and cordial

testimony to the spirit and conduct of the Fiscal

Rynevelt, at the Cape, and of the Commissioner
Maynier, at Graaf Reinet; the latter of whom ^v^:is

of essential service in protecting the Missionaries

and the Hottentots at that place, from the per-

secuting violence of many of the misguided

Colonists.

Inc
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The Directors, on referring to the soHtarv la-

bours of Mr. Forsyth in the East Indies, can-
not help lamenting:, that a reo-jon so extensive;

Avith a ])opulation proportionahiy great, and also

deplorably superstitious and idolatrous, sJiould

not have shared more largely in the bene\olent
exertions of this Society. The Resolutions of
General Meetings have so frequently authorised

and recommended ^Missions to several parts of tlie

East Indies, that these objects could not possibly

be forgotten, and they have not been, nor avjII

they be neglected, whenever ^lissionary zeal and
ability shall combine and present means to accom-
plish them ; but the Directors have not let been
favored with offers from persons whose qualifica-

tions are suited, in their opinion, to strengthen, en-

large, and establish efficient Missionary exertions

in the East Indies. By letters which have been re-

ceived from Mr. Forsyth, it appears, that lie conti-

nues to labour with diligence and zeal : and it is

hoped not without attestation of divine approba-
tion and influence. It is l)oth right and necessary

to add, that i\Ir. Forsyth has acted in a very disin-

terested manner towards this Society, having sub-

jected it to no expence on his account since his

arrival in India.

The Directors have next to call the attention

of this Meeting to the Brethren who have been
sent out under the patronage of this society, with

a view to exercise their labours, both among
unenlightened Christians, and totally ignorant

] I eathens

M]'. Bentom lias been about two. years at

Quebec; and the Directors hear, with pleasure,

tiiat his Churcli and Conoreoation increase, and
that his Ministry attracts the attention of some
•persons who have been united to the Church of
Jiome. Mr. I'entoms situation is favorable for

rendering important services to those who, though
professing Christianity, must, in the judgment of

truth



TO THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 23

truth and chanty, be deemed " ignorant and out

of the way." And it also affords liim opportunity

of inquiring into the state and circumstances of

the Indians in the vicinity of Quebec, with a viev/

to their instruction and conversion. He has been

earnestly recommended and solemnly charged to

act with diligence and stCcUlfa^tness in tlie per-

formance of every duty connected with his sta-

tion, and with his relation to this Society: And
the Directors hope that his acknowledged zeal,

ability, and disinterestedness, will, under a divine

influence, be made productive of much good in

the city and vicinity of Quebec.

The" Report of the Directors to the last Annual
Meeting, as it regarded Mr. ]\litchell, was rather

of an unpropitious nature. His voyage to

MontTeai, with a view ta exercise his ^iinis-

try ; and his Mission in that city, terminated

in discouragement and disappointment; but suc-

ceeding events have proved pleasing and fa-

vorable. Mr. Mitchell having received an invi-

tation from some serious persons at New Carlisle,

in the Bay of Chaleur, has accepted it, and ha^

entered on Ministerial Services, which promise to

afford much advantage and usefulness. His Con-
gregation increases ; many French Catholics and
native Indians occasionally hear him, and with

the latter, he holds frequent and encouraging

conversation^: He also keeps a school for the

gratuitous instruction of the children of the poor.

Ihcse services are commendable and important;

ajid the information which Mr. Mitchell has com-
nmnicated respecting the state of the country in

which he is settled, is not less interesting, lie lias

acquainted the Directors that tliere are about two
hundred Indians of the Micmack Tribe, resident

;it and ne4.ir New Carlisle ; and about four huur
dred more at Meremichi and itestigouche, in New
Brunswick: together with many English and
.French Settlers. At neither of these two last men-

tioned
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tioned places is there a Gospel Ministry; but
some serious persons at Restigouchehave earnestly

requested that the Missionary Society would send

them a suitable person, to preach the glad tidings

of Salvation : and Mr. Mitchell supports this ap-

plication, and recommends that a Missionary be

likewise sent to Meremichi, with a view of aftbrd-

ing religious instruction to many unenlightened
Christians and Heathen Indians. These represen-

tations and requests have been attentively con-
sidered by the Directors; and they have resolved,

that two of the Missionary Students be sent re-

spectively to Restigouche and Meremichi ; as soon
as they shall appear to be qualified for the impor-
tant work for which they will be designated.

The Directors with much satisfaction acquaint
the Society, that Mr. Hillyard's letters give a very
pleasing account of his Ministrations at Twilin-

gate. He was, at the first, very cordially re-

ceived at that place; and the amiablencss of his

character, and the Christian zeal and fidelity

which have uniforndy marked his conduct, have
caused him to be esteemed and beloved by his

Church and Congregation. His Church consisted,

in November last, of 26 Members; and an addi-

tion thereto was expected and hoped for, in the

course of the last winter. It will be recollected,

that Mr. Hillyard's engagement with the Directors

was only for three years. He has entered on the

third year; at the expiration of which, as he
wishes for an interview with his friends and rela-

tives, he intends to return to this country : Yet
he intimates **that he shall not be against serving
*' the Society again, for as long a time, and in
*' such a capacity, as the Directors may think it

*' proper to employ him." The Directors have
designed, and have been authorised to send ano-
ther Missionary, to preach the Gospel, at Fogo,
lk)navista, in Newfoundland ; but a qualified

person, for this mission, has not yet been ob-

tained.
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tained. Aq iiitervicw^ with Mr. Ilillyard will

enable them to judge of what will be most expe-

dient to be executed, for carrvino; on the work of

God in the unenlightened parts of that Island.

The Directors thought it their duty to include

in their last report, a brief mention of New South
Wales, as several of the Missionaries who left

Otaheite, were at that Settlement. Tlie letters last

received from Port Jackson, were dated ni August
1801, at which time, only Air. Hassel remained, ii|

-'a i\Iissionarv character, at tliat phice, Mr. Shelley,

one of the Missionaries from Tongataboo,, sailed ift

the Royal Admiral to Otahcite, and he is expected
to return with Captain Wilson to tliis Country.

Mr. Harris had sailed to Norfolk Island, hoping
to be useful there, both as a Missionary and as a
Schoolmaster ; but no letters have been received

from him since his arrival at that place. The
Directors think it necessary to add, that very

pleasing and satisfactory accounts have been re-

ceived of Mr. Hassefs character and conduct. It

appears that he statedly preaches at several place§

in the vicinity of Port Jackson, and that he exerts

liimself very commendably in providing means of
instruction tor many Children in the Colony. Mr.
H. considers himself still to be under the patron-

age of this Society, and expresses a readiness to

engage in any Mission, in A\diich his services may
be required ; but the Directors conceive, that his

labors at Port Jackson are highly useful and expe-

dient; and that in the event of increasing inter-

course between that Colony and Otaheite, his

agency may be of considerable service on behalf of
the Mission at that Island.

The Directors arr fully aware of the Resolutions

which have been passed, at preceding General
Meetings of this Society, authorisuig them to pre-

pare and send out Missions to various places, both
in the Eastern and Western parts of the globe.

They are ^^live to the usefulness and importance

D of
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of these undertakings, and arc truly sorry that the

nicans to accomplish them have not been put

within their power. At the time of the last Gene-
ral Meeting, three ^lissionaries had recently been

placed in the Missionary Seminary, under tlie

tuition of the Kev. Mr. Bogue: since tliat time

two accepted Missionaries have been added to it;

with Mr. Frey, one of the Brethren sent from
Berlin. It was intended tliat Mr. Frey should

proceed to the Cape of Good Hope, to reinforce

one of the Missions in Africa, but his conversion

having been from Judaism to Faith in Jesus

Christ,— his mind appearing to be atfcctingly

impressed on account of the ignorance and unbe-

lief of his brethren ''according to the flesh," and
his desire to reason with and to preach the Gospel
to them, being very ardent and cordial, the Direc-

tors have thought it their duty to send him to

their Rev. Brother at Gosport, that he may be

taught "the way ofGod more perfectly ;" and also

receive such other appropriate instructions as may
fit him for the singularly interesting and impor-

tant work of preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ

to the natural, though unbelieving, descendants of

the Patriarch Abraham. As to the other Mission-

aries in the Seminary, it having been determined

that they should respectively remain two years

therein (unless under circumstances, or intended

for services that might not rec^uirc so long a

comse of preparative instruction) the Directors

have not yet been able to avail themselves of any
assistance to reinforce or to connnence Missions,

from that quartt^*. And had it not been for tiie

seasona])le and zealous co-operation of Mission-

aries from Berlin and llotterdrn, the interests of
the Society in Africa avouUI have languished and
suffered very ccnisiderably. These intnnations,

the Directors are persuaded, will at once explain

and excuse, that delay of operation, >vhich in

other circumstances, would not have succeeded

the
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the Resolutions of General Meetings, authorising

the formation of new Missions

The " Essay on the divine Authority of the

Xew Testament" having heen presented to the

pubhc, the Directors congratulate the Society,

that the assiduous and benevolent labours of their

esteemed and reverend Brother liave so ably and.

honorably terminated ; and that a work of such
appropriate and distinguished excellence, has, at

once, dignified the conduct, and increased the

efficiency of this Institution. The connection in

Arhich the Rev. Mr. Bogue stands with the Direc-

tors, will not allow them to express all they think

and feel as to the value of his services, and of the,

importance of his work : but they are the less so-

licitous to do this, as they are well assured, that

his prime gratification will result, not so much
from commendatory testimony, as from the pros-

pect and accom.plishment of great and extensive

good by his means and labors. In the course of

the, last year, the Directors have endeavoured, by
correspondence with Individuals and Societies on
the Continent, to prepare and provide for the cir-

culation of the New Testament in France; but

they have not succeeded in establishing suitable

and efficient means for this purpose. Now, how-
ever, that it hath pleased God to restore peace to

this country and France, direct applications will

succeed to a circuitous correspondence : And as the

worthy Author has published the work in his own
name in the English language, and has invited the

observations of the Friends of Christianity, in

order to its further improvement, previously to

its translation into the French language; it will be

doubtless one of the hrst points to which the

Directors will attend, to enquire into the altera-

tions that "candid and serious consideration" may
deem necessary to be made in it; and to provide

the best means of carrying into effect the liesotu-

tion of the General Meeting in relation to this

subject, Thd
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'J'hc Directors now tliink it their duty to state

to the Society som^ circumstances Avhich have oc-

curred in tlie course ofthe last year^ anrl which have
required consideration and pecuniary assistance.

It M'ill be reniemhered that the iViissionaries who
"svere captured in the Duff, and carried to ^lontc

Video, by the favor of a kind Providence escaped

subsequent imprisonment on ship-board, as well as'

detention at the inhospita])le French Colony of
Cayenne: and A\ere provided Avith a passage to Rio
Janeiro, in a purchased prize yessel. The means of
^ccomplisliing this interesting and aiiecting deli-

verance were furnished by ^h\ ]\farcos Da Costa
Guimarains, a Portuguese merchant ; who pur-

chased a ship, in which the ^Missionaries embarked
ivith him for Rio Janeiro, and offered tliat vessel,

(or another in case offailure) to convey them from
tliat place to their own country. The subsequent
capture of tliis ship, before her arrival at Rio Ja-

neiro, is well known— and it has beeh ascertained

that by this event and by the refusal of the Portu-

guese government to restore her to Mr. Guimarains,

he lost 12,500 dollars. After suffering imprison-

ment at Lisbon he came to London, and here

also, he was subjected to embarrassment and
distress. These circumstances coming to the

knowledge of the Directors, they thought it their

duty to afford him relief And although they re-

sisted an obligatory demand on the Society, Avhicli

My. Guimarains was inconsiderately advised to

make, yet they attentivel}^ and impartially consi-

dered liis case, as it stood connected with warmly
acknowledged kindness rendered to the INlissi-

onaries, and with actual and important services

afforded t6 the Society. The result has been, that

^fter making CA'cry possible inquiry, obtaining the

fullest information, and deliberately weighing and
judging of every circumstance and every fact, the

Directors have tliought it right, necessary, and
just; to advance in favor of ]Mr. Guimarains^ while

in
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hi tliis country, and to provide for his return to his

own, to the amount of 4.901. exclusive of previous

advances made to him during his necessities.

The Directors have also attended to an apphcation
from theEvangehcal Society at Dublin, through the

medium of Dr. ArDowall, and have granted lOOl. to

aid theexertions that are making to spread the Gos-
pel of Christ, and to ah'ord religious Instruction to

Children, in those parts of Ireland vvhere the dark*

ness and superstition of Popery are peculiarly pre-

valent. And they have added 501. to preceding be-

nefactions that have been approved by the Society,

and Miiich have assisted the Tract Society in print-

ing and distributing useful Tracts of various kinds

among the French and Dutch prisoners, who were
confined in this country.

The Correspondence of this Society with pious

and public-spirited Individuals, and with Institu-

tions formed for the extension and establishment

of theKedeemer's kingdom, has always been consi-

dered to be a very important part of the duty of the

Directors ; and the\^ have not neglected to conti-

nue, but have desired to enlarge it, during the last

year. It has not only afforded information of the

purposes and exertions of this Society, but has

proved a stimulus to the formation of simular In-

stitutions, for local or more enlarged beneiits; and
for supplying pecuniary assistance, of educating

devoted IMissionaries for the ser\'ice of this Society.

It has already been meiitioned that live persons are

now waiting in Holland to embark for the Cape of

Good Hope; and in addition to these, two EretJi-

ren from Berlin are ready to accompany them : and
there are also seven young men now in the jNlissi-

onary Seminary in that city, under the care of the

Kev. J\Ir. Janicke. The Directors liave obser\('d

with gratitude and pleasure these instances of de-

votedness and zeal among their Ihetlnen on the

Continent, as they have supplied, and may in fu-

ture supply, the hick of ^iissionary Ser^•ice i'ycmi

this
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this country. And that these energies. might nei-

ther be weakened or diminished by too partial and
restricted operations, they have introduced and
encouraged a correspondence between tlieir Breth-

ren tlie '' Directors of the Society for Missions to

Africa and the East," and the Rev. Messrs. Janicke

and Stracke. It it hoped, and may be expected,

tiiat by this proceeding, ]Mjssionary operations

will be extended, and Aiissionary zeal increased.

And the Directors have no doubt, that this mea-
sure Av^ill be approved and commeiided also^ by this

Meeting, as an expression of cordial regard and
lively interest, for the Mend)ers and the Concerns,

of the before-mentioned Institution.

The Directors have endeavoured to give, in tlic

preceding Report, a plain .and faithful account of

the influence and exertions of the I\Iissionary So-

ciety. The gracious providence of God having
removed the obstacles wliich were una\'oidable

durintj^ a state of war to the extension of the Cos-
pel, it is hoped that our thankfulness will be pow-
erfully excited, and suitably directed to the utmost
improvement of the blessings and advantages of^

peace.
,

The Directors therefore earnestly recommend to

this j\Ieeting a continued and most serious consi-

deration of the glorious work in which tlie Soci-

ety is engaged ; a determination to employ with
prudence and activity all the means Avhich Provi-

dence has committed to their management, and
the assiduous cultivation of a spirit of faith, de-

pendence and patience, as to the issue of their de^

signs and the success of their exertions.

The concerns and the objects of the Society are

so very important, that its Members should be i)ar-

ticuiarly anxious to guard against inconsideration
and instability. Itsliould be vreil considered, and
the principle sliould always be acted upon— That
Christian Duty is founded on divine connnand—

-

that the e>vercises and ajms of it. should be purely

directed
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directed to the Glory ofGod :—That in every pos-

sible combination of Missionary enterprize, the
substantial and cfHcicnt work, is the Lord's— and
that even obstruction and disappointment are con-
nected with ordinations perfectly just, and with a
Providence iniinitely wise ! If the Missionary So-
ciety act with these views, and on these princi-

ples, its chara,ctcr will he dignified; its efforts will

be sanctioned with divine authority, and may be
expected to be crowned with enlarged i)uccess.

The



Thefollowing Directors Trent out hj Eotalion this Year.

IN LONDON.

Mr, John Allday.

Robert Campbell.

William Clarke,

George Gaviller.

Dr. Hamilton.

Rev. George Jcrment.

James Neale, Esq.

John Rainier, Esq.

Mr. William Shrubsole.

John Walcot, Esq.

Rev. William Winkworth.
George E. Woitr, Esq.

COUNTRF.

Rev. Joseph Cockin, Halifax.

Mr. M'Dovvall, Falmouth.

Rev. Mr. Kirkpatrick, Toulmerc.

Mr. Little, Hanlcy-Green.^^

Samuel Lowell, Bristol.

George Livius, Esq. Bedford.

Rev. H. Mends, PlymoiUli.

Mr. Moody, Warwick.
John INL Ray, Sudbury.

George West, Stoke.

SCOTLAND.

Rev. James jMackenlay.

George Cow icj Huntley,

John Smart.

Robert Hall.

James Black.

IRELAND.

Rev. (reorge Hamilton, Armagh.



THE TRIUMPHS OF MESSIAH.

A SERMON,
Delivered before the

jUissiionarp ^ccietp,

AT

SURRY-CHAPEL,
IN

L O N D O N5

On Wednesday Morning, the I2tk of Mai/, 1802.

BY

SAMUEL LOWELL,

Of BRISTOL.





SERMON I,

The TRIUMPHS of MESSIAH.

OURELY this is none other than the house of
God, and the gate of Heaven !" Much as I

disapprove of the apologies of preachers in ordi-

nary cases, it would, nevertheless, on the present

occasion, be a most unnatural and painful re-

straint upon my feelings, were I not permitted to

45ay, that I am deeply conscious of my inability

for the service which now devolves upon me. I

am, however, consoled by the recollection that I

am in the house of my friends ; and though sur-

rounded by so many of my reverend Fathers and
Brethren, ** the latchet of whose shoes I am not

worthy to unloose," they will best know how to

make the proper allowance for the imperfect,

though willing services of a fellow labourer.

Reposing, therefore, upon your candour. Brethren,

and endeavouring to rely upon the divine aid,

permit me to solicit your attention to that charm-
ing prophecy recorded in
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Isaiah XL. 4—5.

Even/ valley shall be exalted, and every mouiitain

and hill shall be made loxo ; and the crooked

shall he made' 'straight, and the rough places

plain, and the glory of the Lord shall be re-

vealed, and alljlesh shall see it together; for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

To anticipate the accomplishment of such

predictions as these, can scarcely fail to awaken,
in a pious heart, a thousand tender and bene-

volent emotions. When compassion for the souls

of men mingles itself with the hope of their being

rescued from sin and death, no service is deemed
too great which has for its object the triumphs of
the Prince of Peace. Such was the heavenly
zeal Mhich gave existence to the IMissionary
SociEiv; and the same pure benevolence which
at fust united its members, continues to stimulate

their exertions. Thouoh our wishes have been
partially crossed, the magnitude of the object still

possesses all its original splendour; nor ought
ue to be discouraged although it appears that our

regulations have not been dictated by infallibility.

Tlie infinitely wise Jehovah frequently accom-
plishes the most important designs by other

means than those upon which our hopes have been
fondly placed; and when a desired effect is produ-
ced in a manner which we expected not, we give

him the more ardent praise, and devoutly exclaim,

*;0! the depth!— O! the depth of the riches
"' both of tlic wisdom and knowledge of God !

—
'' how unsearchable are his judgments, and his
" ways past fmding out l" Coniiding in the di-

vine approbation of our undertaking, it is pos-

sible, that in some of our subordinate proceed-

ings
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Ings, too much reliance may have been placed

upon our own imaginary wisdom, and too little

dependence reposed on Him ^' without whom wc
can do nothing." If, in any degree, we.have thu.S'

departed from the spirit of conscious dependence,

we need not wonder at any discouraging event.

Though, under such dispensations of a wise and
holy providence, it doubtless becomes us to be

humbled, we are not, however, to sink under the

gloom of despondency. The conversion and sal-

vation of the Heathen shall infallibly be pro-

moted, and when " the Lord shall take to hini-

*^ self his great power, and reign," then shall avc

be constrained to ascribe unto him the highest

glory, as ^' wonderful in counsel and excellent iu

working." This train of thought occasioned the

selection of the text, which is a most sublime and
animating prophecy of the com.ing of Messiah

;

of his certain triumph over every obstacle ; and
of the complete establishment of his kingdom.

It is extremely doubtful, whether the passage

before us have any reference whatever, to some
of those temporal deliverances which were fore-

told by the holy Prophet. Encircled in tlie supe-

rior glories of his divine office, he contemplates
a more important emancipation than that which
was effected in behalf of Israel, when rescued from
their afflictive captivity in Babylon, and restored

to the enjoyment of their privileges in Jerusalem.

Brethren, the Prophet's theme is the more glo-

rious Redemption from sin and wrath which wds
accomplished by him who was '^ cut off, but not
for himself" Our application of the text to the

victories of Messiah's reign is supported by autho-
rity no less than divine, since it is thus applied

by the writers of the new Testament themselves.

As the prophecy relates to the interesting object
upon which our aftections are placed, and which
is also the occasion of our assembling here this

morning, permit me to observe, that in the en-

largement
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largement of the kingdom of Christ, The most
FORMIDABLE OBSTACLES SHALL BE SURMOUNT-
ED The GRAND DESIGNS SHALL BE COM-
PLETELY. ACCOMPLISHED— AND ThE DI-

VINE HONOUR SHALL BE BRIGHTLY DISPLAYED.
These three remarks will comprehend the entire

plan of our discourse.

In the First place, then, we say, that Obsta-
cles SHALL BE surmounted; for, ^' every
*' Valley shall be exalted, and every Mountain
*^ and Hill shall be made low; and the crooked
*' shall be made straight • and the rough places

"plain."

Were we minutely to examine the diction

which is here employed, it would be found to

possess all that artless simplicity, united with
all that sublimity, which characterises the writ-

ings of the Evangelical Prophet. His language
is so magnificently adorned, that even the

most superficial reader can scarcely be insensible

to its beauties. His images are usually taken
from the most interesting objects in nature, they

are invariably applied with wisdom, and dis-

play what critics would, perhaps, term, a fertile

genius, governed by a correct judgment, uniting-

that force and elegance by which superior writ-

ings are distinguished. When, for example, he

speaks of the Saviour of men coming to enlighten

and bless the world, he avails himself of the glo-»

ries of the morning sun, and directing his heart

and eyes toward the church, with extacy exclaims,
*^ Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory
'^ of the Lord is risen upon thee." Speaking of

the influence of the Holy Spirit on the souls of

men, he illustrates his doctrine by the gushing
3pring, and by all the blessings of the refreshing

current, saying, *' In the wilderness shall waters
'^ break out, and streams in the desert ; the parched
** ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty
** land springs of water." If obstructions oppose

the
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the divine operations, the Prophet, as in the text,

beholds *' mountains and hills ;" but when by-

faith he realizes the final triumphs of the kingdom
of God, he sees these ^* mountains and hills flow
" down at the presence of the Lord."
Our contracted views of the stupendous ways

of Providence excite surprise at the existence of
impediments to discourage a design like ours,

which originated so entirely in Christian bene-

volence. Somewhat short of seven years ago, we
came together in the fulness of our hearts, and
under the influence of tender commiseration for

the state of the Heathen, we united in sincere and
fervent prayers for their salvation. Knowing that

no end is likely to be accomplished unless cor-

respondent means be employed, we determined to

imitate the example, the noble example which
had been exhibited by other Christians, and to add
another society to the number of those, of which
the object is, to '^ turn men from idols to serve the
" living and true God, and to wait for his son
** from heaven, whom he raised from the dead,

*' even Jesus, who delivered us from the wrath
" to come." It was at length agreed, after some
deliberation, that our first eflbrts should be made
in behalf of the untutored inhabitants of some of
the South Sea Islands. Inspired with that hope
which is essential to enterprise, we anticipated

glorious success, and presumed, that by this time,

such would have been the manifestations of the
power and grace of God, that we would be con-
strained to exclaim, '' How great are his signs,

and how mighty are his wonders !" These expec^
tations have not yet, however, been fully ac-

complished ; and instead of assembling to-day to
proclaim our triumphant Hosannahs, we are
met to confirm in each others minds the stabi-

lity of faith, and the patience of hope. If the
sun be not yet risen, let us not thence infer

that it will never arise ; the morning star already

appears,
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appears, dispelling the gloom of night, and cheer-

ing our hearts Avith all the expected blessings of ap-

proaching day. ' But it will, perhaps, be asked,
'' Whether, in an undertaking like ours, successive
" discouragements be not infallible intimations
*' that the design is not to be accomplished; and
'' A\'hether perseverance be not presumption, when
*' exercised in the face of so much hazard to the
'^ persons employed, and so much uncertainty as
*' to the end proposed?''— Inquiries of this kind
are doubtless entitled to every respectful atten-

tion; we, nevertheless, presume, that we may
safely answer them in the negative. No disaster

has befallen the Missionary Society beyond the

ordinary course of events ; and in such a world of
sin and folly, who ever proposed plans of benevo-

lence, however wise and salutary, without en-

countering impediments to which all human
affairs are exposed ? Ask the Howard^;, the

De FEpees, and all the amiable train of philan-

thropists, and they will tell you that their various-

plans in behalf of the sons and daughters of wo
were all discouraged, traduced and opposed. Bri-

tain justly boasts of an illustrious friend of the

sable inhabitants ofAfrica, who some years ago ap-

plied his benevolent mind to the abolition of that

infernal traffic, the Slave Trade— a traffic at

which reason startles, at which humanity shud-

ders, and over which religion has vented ten

thousand sorrows. The man whose soul thus

mourned the wrongs of Africa, was recognised by
the sympathetic feelings of a compassionate

nation, and his pious design was as nobly aidec}

by the overpo\\:ering eloquence of the sons of

Cicero and Demosthenes. Every power of the

luiman soul, avarice excepted, yielded to the just

dcjuaiul ; — but avarice, accursed avarice, op-

posed, aixd to this hour successfully resists all the

<lictates of reason, all the claims of justice,

and all the precepts of religion. This opposition

is
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Is not, however, regarded as affording any argu-

hient against the wisdom, the equity, or benevo-

lence of such efforts; but is considered as so much
additional evidence of that deep depravity of
heart, by which the human race is ensnared,

degraded, and lost. In hke manner, the difficul-

ties with which we have to contend contain no
solid reason against our perseverance, though they
are certainly so many proofs of the enmity of the

Prince of darkness to the reign of the anointed

King of Zion. We, Brethren, may plant the trees

of Paradise, and fondly expect to gather their

healing and nutritious fruits, that we may bestow
them on the miserable and the indigent. It be-

Iioves us, however, to remember, that sin has

given being to briars and thorns ; these may be-

come rampant, and disappoint those hopes to

^vhich humanity gave existence.

Those plans of ayhich the object is the eternal wel*

flire of mankind, are as liable to obstruction as those

which are designed to promote their temporal hap^

piness. This remark is confirmed by the persecution

and martyrdom of inspired Prophets, of holy Apos-
tles, and the long successive train of venerable Con-
fessors whose names adorn the page of history.

The magnanimous x^postle of the Gentiles pos-

sessed a mind too elevated to imagine, that his

mission M^as to be questioned, either on account
of the oppositions ])y which he Av^as assailed, or

the partial want of success of which he had to

complain. In preaching the things pertaining

to the kingdom of Heaven, instead of grateful

returns from the world, or any thing like an unin-

terrupted miraculous preservation, he had '^stripes
'^ above measure, was in prisons frequent, in
^^ deaths oft. Of the Jews live times received he
*' forty stripes, save one. Thrice was he beaten
*' with rods, once was he stoned, thrice he suffered
*^ shipAvreck ; a night and day was he in the decj)

:

^' m iournevings olten, in perils of waters, in perils

F
'

of



42 THE TRIUMPHS OF MESSIAH.

*' of robbers, in perils by his own countrymen, in
*' perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in
'* perils in the \vilcl(,rness, in perils in the sea, in

''perils among false brethren; in weariness,
** and painfiilness, in wacchnigs often, in hun-
*•' ger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and
*^ nakedness." Animated, however, by a hope full

of immortality, and warmed with a celestial tire,

he with more than heroic greatness exclaims,
" None of these things move me, neither count
*' I my life dear to myself, so that I may testify
*' of the Gospel of the grace of God." With such
an example before our eyes, Brethren, let not our
spirits fail, either on account of the depth of the

gloomy vale, the stupendous height of the for-

bidding mountain, or the rugged path of an ob-

scure way ; but rather let us learn to believe that
'"' every valley shall be exalted, that every moun-
*' tain and hill shall be made low ; that the crooked
*' shall be made straight, and the rough places

''plain."

That we may not appear to contend with sha-

dows, let us face our discouragements, and calmly
contemplate the obstacles which we are called to

surmount. And here we are invited, by every

sentiment of grateful affection, to observe, that

our dilhculties are not of a pecuniary kind. The
generosity of the churches toward the Missionary

Society, reflects honour upon our age, and will be

the wonder of future generations. Large as are

the sums with which the Society has been fur-

nished, if specific objects be exhibited, if suitable

missionaries be procured, and the necessity of mo-
ney be made to appear, I believe, our churches

Avould read-fly more than repeat whatever their

liberality has already performed. They have, in-

<leed, done nobly, and their debtors we are. May
they " receive an hundred fold in the present life,

" and in the world to come life everlasting !" The
principal obstacles which you have to surmount,

are, I apprehend, prejudices against your institu-

tion
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tion— embarrassments arising in the selection of

the most proper scenes of action— and the dilfi-

culty of procuring suitable persons for the sacred

embassage.

(i.) Prejudices are entertained against your in-

stitution. Tliough no schemes of worldly policy,

no secret ambition, no private ends debase your
designs

;
yet as the zealous promoters of the doc-

trines of the cross, you must expect to be des-

pised as enthusiasts, or charged with improper

motives.

These prejudices being found with men of the

world, and particularly with men of sceptical

minds, we consider as a thing of course; for

through the same fastidious pride by which they
are betrayed into a contempt of the Gospel itself,

they will, doubtless, be induced to attribute every

effort for the dissemination of its doctrines, either

to a weakness of understanding, or to some un-
w^orthy passion. Presuming that all religion is

mere human invention, it is to them perfectly

indifferent whether devout homage be paid to the

Great Parent of Universal Nature, or to four-

footed beasts and creeping things. As inlidelity

foils not to produce hardness of heart, it is the

same thing with those benevolent philosophers,

whether in distant nations the smoke of human
sacrihces darken the expanse of Heaven, or mutual
friendship be cherished under the influence of a
cheering sky. They, therefore, despise your in-

stitution as heartily as ever Sanballat despised

Nehemiah and his friends, when they were re-

building; the holy city;— yea they *' laugh you to
*' scorn, they are filled with indignation, and say,

*' What mean these feeble Jews?" It cannot be
unknown, that a degree of prejudice has also ex-
isted with persons of another description, for it

has been found with some whose wisdom and
piety we ought not to question. To judge the

motives of men is a prerogative which belongs not
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to me, and to which I make no pretensions ;
'^ td

*' their own Master, they stand or fall." May I

not, however, ])e permitted to say, that some cir^

cumstances have excited my surprise? Our at-^-

tempt, even were it possihle that it should utterly

fail, is nevertheless honourable; and to the full

proportion in M'hich it succeeds, the wise, and the

good, will pronounce it glorious. I may not live

to see all the fruit of these labours which 1 have
fondly anticipated, yet, even in that case, I think

more satisfaction will be enjoyed upon a dying
bed, from the reflection of having encouraged
an attempt toward the enlargement of the king-
dom of Christ, than can be derived from the re^

membrance of having shewn it no countenance.
At our iirst meeting, the principal " objectiona

against a mission to the Heathen" were dispassi-

onately stated,* and received a reply ; — a reply

fraught with the strength of sound argument, the
affectionate warmth of Christian zeal, and whatr
ever is calculated to convince, impress and per-

suade. Impartial inquirers ^^'ere convinced, but in-

veterate prejudice will receive no conviction. The
prepossessions which before existed, have, doubt-
less, been strengthened by our partial disappoint-

ments. The Islands of the South Seas are not
found so free from evils and dangers as w^e were
willing to believe ; the people do not possess all

that simplicity of manners w^hich we supposed
;

nor have our sanguine liopes been realized in that
quarter of tlie world. ^V'e trust, however, that

our labour will not be entirely lost in the Islands

of the Pacilic Ocean; but that the precious seed
of the kingdom will there be sown, and Avatched

by the care, and watered by the dew of Heaven
;

and that it will bring forth, if not an hundred fold,

still in such proportion, as shall more than repay
all the labor and toil of the spiritual husbandmen.

May

* See the Rev. David Bofriie's Sermon,
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May the God of light shine upon our future de-

liberations, and inspire us with heavenly M'isdom,

that every mountain of prejudice may be made
low, and the glory of the Loud triumphantly

displayed

!

(^2.) The Embarrassments which arise in your
selecting the most proper scenes of action, form
another of tlie obstacles with which you have to

contend. You do not confine your views to any
particular country or clime, nor do you conceive

your institution as bounded in its operations to

any of the quarters of the globe. Your affectionate

zeal nobly embraces all the inhabitants of the

Garth. It i8, nevertheless, of vast importance,

both as it respects the divine w^ill, and the proba-

bility of success, to be directed in our choice of
country. There is, indeed, no s])ot upon the face

of the earth in which there are men " sitting
*' in darkness, and the shadow of death," which
Christians ought not to endeavour to enlighten,

unless they can be more extensively useful else-

where. Still, it is worthy of remark, that the Sove-
reign Disposer of events sends his Gospel and his

IMinisters where and to whom he pleases, that the

designs of his glorious grace may be accomplished
agreeably to His holy will. Paul and his Brethren
*' were forbidden of the Holy (jhost to preach the
'' Avordin Asia," though at the same time they were
divinely assured by a vision, " that the Lord had
called them to preach the Gospel in Macedonia."
This is, I apprehend, neither the time nor place,

for any thing like minute inquiry respecting the

particular countries which Avould afford to a Gos-
pel ^Lission the greatest probability of success. I

presume, however, that I slmll not be thought to

step far out of my Avay, if I remark, that conti-

nental parts of the world, united with a state of
civilization and commerce, appear more friendly

to Missionary undertakings than places destitute

of these advantages. Whatever success may attend

the
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the preaching of the Gospel in small and distant

Islands, it is not likely that the blessing will be so

widely ditFuscd, as when the same power accompa-
nies the word in a country which is not divided
by the sea from other nations. Some Islands, in-

deed, are so large and populous as not to be
alfected by this remark; l)ut the extensive popu-
lation of a country and its contiguity to other
nations, are circumstances which appear to have a
strong demand upon our decided preference. More-
over, men in a state of civilization seem to be
more capable of receiving ideas, and consequently
more capable of receiving the doctrines of Christ,

than M'ild Barbarians, who have been less accus-

tomed to the exercise of reason. Conformable
to this sentiment was the conduct of the Apos-
tles, wdiose labours \vtre directed almost exclu-
sively to civilized countries, giving an evident

preference to them in proportion t® their progress

in learning and science. And as commerce opens
the intercourse between country and country, the

peculiarities of a nation are likely to be commu-
nicated, in proportion to its commercial trans-

actions. If, therefore, an idolatrous, commercial
nation be converted to Christianity, a probability

tlienceforward exists, of its intercourse becoming
subservient in diffiising the blessings of the Gos-
pel. I admit that this method of reasoning does
not, however, carry an equal degree of conviction
to every mind; and even if it did, a diversity of
opinion would still remain respecting the most
proper scenes of action. This forms no inconsi-

derable diihculty. We trust, nevertheless, that

this " rough place shall be made plain," that this

obstacle ^hall be surmounted, and that Ave shall

yet " shout unto God \vith the voice of tri-

umph.''

(3 ) There are also DliTicul ties attendant upon the

procuring of suitable persons for the sacred embas-
sage. U his is a circumstance of more serious mo-

ment
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tnent than at first sight it may appear. Mere nomi nal

Christians, who have no proper ideas of the power
of religion on the heart, Avould probably suppose

that profound erudition, and an extensi\e ac-

quaintance witli the various branches of science

were the only grand pre-requisites. Blessed be

God! you, Brethren, have not so learned Christ.'''

In your estimation, an unconverted Missionary,

however splendid his other attainments, Avould be
an absurd and monstrous character. It becomes
ns, nevertheless, cautiously to remember, that

every pious man is not qualified to be a jMissionary

to the Heathen. If, merely because we have been
pleased with the hpnest simplicity, and serious

affection of a pious youth, we were to send him to

instruct and convert the heathen, it would be
plunging into an extreme which might endan-
ger our success, and prove fatal to our design.

Besides possessing much personal religion, a jVlis-

sionary ought to be a man of some standing in the
church of God, '' not a novice," as St. Paul ex-
pressethit; not a new "plant, but a fruit-bearing

tree in the vineyard of the Lord ; one who has

given some good proof of being '' an example in
** conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, and
*' in purity." He should possess a patient and
persevering spirit, which braves external danger,

and renders its possessor superior to discourage-

ment. As indispensable qualities, he must possess

great prudence, peculiar presence of mind, and a
deep and extensive acquaintance with the human
lieart. His zeal must not be a transient blaze, but
a steady and constant flame. The ardor of liis

mind must neither be damped with difficulties,

nor subdued by disappointments; but in the face

often thousand deaths, his soul must always feel

that divine energy which constitutes the glory of
Christian heroism. Such was the sacred fire

which glowed in the heart of the Apostle, when he
exclaimed '' I am ready not to be bound only, but

also
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*' also to die for the name of the Lord Jesus." To
procure men with such a spirit is no easy task;

but whatever may have been the case in some past

instances, I humbly trust that in future, no Missi-

onary will ever be patronised by this society, who
shall not possess that holy magnanimity, which
shall eminently quality him to live an apostolici

life, or gloriously to die the death of a martyr.

Formidable as the obstacles whch we have enu-

merated may appear, they shall be all surmounted.

I do not venture to predict that every degree of
prejudice shall become extinct; that the most de-

sirable scenes of action shall be infallibly selected
;

nor that an host of such Missionaries as we liave

faintly described will certainly present them-
selves. Even these things are not, hoAvever,

altogether impossible. If our difficulties be at

length overcome, it will be immaterial whether
they are surmounted by those measures M'hich

to us appear eligible, or by some others which in-

finite v/isdom may have ordained. Such has ever

been the mystery of Providence, that no ordinary

discouragements ought to weaken our faith, or

damp our zeal. The obscurity of the divine con-
duct is a subject which is strikingly displayed by
the sovereign distribution of the blessings of reli-

gion, and by the manner in which the designs of
grace are accom])lished. Through what a course

of ages were all its benefits coniined to the seed of
Abraham !

'' To them pertained." exclusively,
*' the adoption, and the glory, the covenants, and
** tiiegivingof thelaw, the service of Ciod, and the
•' promises.*' The Ciospel was graciously designed

to become an universal blessing; but it was not
introduced by those means which human wisdom
Avould have adopted. The learning of the schools

"vsas not employed : the assistance of civil govern-
Tucnts was not asked; nor Mere the aids of ]>hilo-

so])hy or oratory once solicited. Twelve imedu-
catcd fishermen and tax-gatherers were sent out

into
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into all tile world, to oppose the prejudices, to re-

prove the vices, and to save the souls of men.
Despised by all ranks, the}^ went forth in the
name of their divine Master ; and by their minis-

try turned men from darkness to light; ])rought

the temples of superstition to the ground ; and
every where displayed the power, the grace and
the glory of God. Mark, however, the un-
searchable ways of Providence. Though '' their
'' sound went into all the earth, and their words
'^ unto the ends of the world," the " mystery of
*^ iniquity presently began to work," the enjoy-

ment of the blessing was soon suspended, and for

the space of more than a thousand years, the

Christian world was enveloped in the horrid

gloom of papal darkness. There is much obscurity

in the present distribution of the Gospel, and in the

obstructions by v/hich its progress is opposed. A
period Avail, nevertheless, arrive, at which these

mysteries shall be all unfolded ; and in that day,

it will appear, that all our difficulties have been
under the direction of infinite wisdom and
2:oodness, and thus, a^-reeablv to the lano'uaare

of the text, will that which is *' crooked be
'' made straight." Yes, Brethren, and when
the elect shall be all gathered in, and when time

shall be no longer, then shall " the mystery of
God be finished," that is, revealed and accom-
plished, and the universal church shall unite in

that triumphant song, '' Just and true are thy
'' ways, thou King of saints." The history of the

Church establishes our confidence in the removal
of obstacles. '' Who art thou, O great mountain
*' before Zcrubbabel? thou shalt become a plain."

No opposition against the ark of God shall finally

succeed, '' there is no enchantment against Jacob,
'' neither is there any divination against Israel."

What greater impediments can lie in the way of the
Gospel— or by what oppositions can it be'assailed,

greater tlian those, which in numberless instances

G have
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have ])een already surmounted? Fifteen liundred

years ago, tlic monster Diocletian possessed the em-
pire of Rome. Summoning all his fury, and all his

forces, he determined to blot out the Christian name
from under heaven. Having shed the blood of tens

of thousands of the followers of the Lamb, and ima-

gining himself triumphant, he thought to stamp
eternal infamy upon the cross, and to render his.

own honors immortal. So confident was he of suc-

cess, that he caused medals to be struck, and pil-

lars to be erected, bearing blasphemous mottos^

which announced that "the name of the Christi-
'' ans was blotted out— that the superstition of
^^ Christ was every where abolished— and that
'^ the worship of the gods was restored.''*' So pre-

inature, however, was this exultation, that in the

following reign, and in a space of less than twenty
years, Christianity arose like the phoenix from it.'^

ashes, and confounded its enemies with its tri-

imiphs in every part of the Roman Empire. What-
ever may be the artifice or force employed against

the Church, she may calmly look round upon all

her enemies, and with a modest conlidence say,
** Take counsel together, and it shall come to
'^ nought; speak and it shall not stand; for God
^' is with us." Yes, if tbe Lord speak, the sea

shall cHvide— in obedience to its Makers nod the

once retiring valley shall rise, or the lofty moun-
tain shall be made low— neither the rugged rock,

the pricking thorn, nor the woumHng briar, shall

any longer obstruct the way ; but the smooth
landscape, by a thousand surrounding charms,

shall invite the chosen tribes to travel the celes-

tial road. ^' Then fear not thou worm Jacob,
*' and ye men of Israel; for I will help thee saitli

'* the Lord thy Redeemer. Behold thou shah
'' thresh

* Spanhemii Opera. Vol. 1. page 815.

See also Dr. Lardncr's Collection of Jewish and Heathen Testimo#»

nies to tlie Truth of the Christian Heligion. Vol. 3, page 322.
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^' thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and
*^ shalt make the hills as chati. Thou slialt fan
^* them, and the wind shall carry them away, and
'^ the whirlvviml shall scatter them; and thou
'' shalt rejoice in the Lord, and shalt glory in the
" holy one of Israel This introduces our

Second general Observation, namely,

that the grand design, relative to the universal

triumph of the kingdom of Christ, shall be com-
pletely accomplished; " all flesh shall see the sal-

*' vation of our God together, for the mouth of
^' the Lord hath spoken it." " The Salvation of
^' our God" are words which do not stand in the

text, but the learned Dr. Lowth has assigned

substantial reasons for their being adopted as ge-

nuine. Indeed, the sentence is abrupt without

them, the verb wanting its object, and they arc

acknowledged by the evangelist Luke, who in

his third chapter quotes the passage. We shall,

therefore, take the liberty of repeating this ])art of

the text as it was before pronounced, " all flesh

" shall see the salvation of our God together, for
"" the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it."

Various are the predictions which foretel the

universal extension of Messiah's reign ; insomuch,

that the most superficial reader must perceive, that

almost all the prophets excite expectations on this

subject which have not 3Tt been fully realized.

According to the Psalmist, the King of Zion
*' shall have dominion from sea to sea, and from
'' the river unto the ends of the earth." Isaiah

informs us '' It shall come to pass in the last days
^' that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be
'^ established in the top of the mountains, and be
'' exalted above the hills; and all nations shall

*' flow unto it." And -it is repeatedly declared,

that " the earth shall be filled with the knowledge
" of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover
^^ the sea." Various interesting and delightful

events appear to be connected with the fullilling

of
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of these and similar prophecies. For example, the

Gospel will then he preached M'ith a greater de-

gree of clearness than in the preceding ages. The
present period is, ])erhaps, a part of that referred

to by Zechariah, chap. xiv. 6, 7, who describes it

as " neither clear nor dark," Not so dark as in

the darkest ages of popery, nor so clear as the

brightness of the latter day glory. It is, however,
'' a day known unto the Lord," in all its circum-
stances, and in all the period of its duration; and
*' it shall come to pass that at evening time it

^^ shall be light;" that is, at an unexpected period,

a blaze of Gospel light shall so illuminate the

earth, that according to the bold figurative laur

guage of the Prophet, '' the light of the moon
'' shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of
^^ the sun shall be seven fold, even as the light of
*' seven days." Clear, consistent and compre-
hensive views of the glorious Gospel will absorb

every other appellation in the more glorious dis-

tinction of ''The Redeemed of the Lord;"
the one universal Church shall " keep the unity
" of the spirit in the bond of peace, and there
*• shall be one Lord, one faith, and one baptism."

Correspondent sentiments upon every important

subject will prevail among the jNlinisters of the

Gospel; and consequently, the controversies in

which they now so frequently " darken coun-
*' sel by words without knowledge" will all be

brought to a final termination, for *' the watch-
^' men shall see eye to eye, and with the voice to-
*' gether shall they sing.'' The ministry of the

word shall be accompanied with greater degrees of

success than at any preceding period. How often

do the most fiiithful servants of Christ now ex-

claim in the bitterness of their hearts, " who hath
*' believed our report?" but in those brighter

days a divine power shall more generally accom-
pany the proclamation of the Gospel of peace,

and it shall be asked " Who are these that fly as a
'' cloud
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** cloud, and as doves to their windows P" Whole
nations shall press to the standard of the cross,

and to the church it shall be said, " Lift up thine
*' eyes round about thee, and behold ; all these
•^ gather themselves together and come to thee;
^' and thy children shall say in thine ears, The
" place is too straight for us; give place to u.-s

*' that we may dwell." When these predictions

are fulfilled, the Gospel will be more generally-

spread throughout the earth than at any precede

ing period. Perhaps at the present, not more thau
about one fifth part of the inhabitants of the
globe know any thing of Christianity; and even
amongst these, what an affecting proportion have
nothing except the name! But the *' living
" welters," namely, the doctrines of revelation,

accompanied by the influences of the Holy Spirit,
'^ shall go out from Jerusalem," that is, from the
church of God,—r '^ shall flow toward the former
^'sea, and toward the hinder sea," they shall glide

silently, but powerfully along, to the east, and to

the w^est ;
^' in summer and in winter shall it be," so

that the blessing shall be as perpetually enjoyed
as it shall be universally extended.

The several progressive steps which shall lead

to these spiritual triumphs have some claim upon
our attention. Here, at least, I Vv^ish to speak
with peculiar caution, lest, in any degree, I depart
from the " sui'e word of prophecy." I shall, how-
ever, run no great risk by pursuing the path Avhich

has been marked out, and so repeatedly trod-

den by men of superior wisdom, learning and
piety. It is an opinion, countenanced by some
highly distinguished names, that the progres-

i^ive steps introductory to the universal spread

of the Gospel, will be, the abolition of popery—
the conversion of the Jews— and the introduc-

tion of Christianity into the eastern nations of
the earth.

(1)
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(1.) The fall of Antichrist, or the complete
abolition of Popery, will,, perhaps, he the first

grand step toward the universal triumph of Mes-
siali's kingdom. Tiie claims of popery are so

ah.^iir(l, its institutions so shocking, its intolerance

so savage, that so long as it is confounded with
Christianity, it is scarcely probable that Christi-

anity itself should become generally prevalent.

Various are the scripture representations of this

monster of iniquity ; and as numerous are the pve-

dictious which foretei its certam overthrow. \V hen
the prophet Daniel describes its power and blas-

phemy, he represents it under the idea of ^^ a horn,
"' having eyes, a mouth speaking great things,
*' and looking more stout than his fellows." How
descriptive this is of the spirit of Rome, it requires

but little penetration to perceive. But mark the

sentence which divine inspiration pronounces upon
this proud usurper; ^' His dominion shall be taken
'' a\\'ay, consumed and destroyed, and none shall
** help him." In the new testament he is de-

scribed as " the man of sin," as '' the son of perdi-
" tion," as '* the habitation of devils, and the hold
** of every foul spirit." It is, however, remarkable,

that by whatever figure this system of abomina-

tion be represented, its destruction is as uniformly

foretold. The " sliaking of the nations" Avhich

we have witnessed, renders it probable, that va-

rious combining providences will accelerate this

great event ; but the sacred scriptures suggest that

it will be completed by the publication of the ]nire

Gospel of God our Saviour. Agreeably to this,

wlien John ^' saw an *Angel flying in the midst of
*' heaven, having the everlasting Gospel to preach
*' to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
^^ people;" immediately " there followed another
'^ Angel, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is

^' iallen, that great city, because she made all

'' nations

•Rev. xiv. 6.
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*'' nations drink of the wine of her fornication."

Various conjectures have been formed respecting

the time when these predictions shall be fuhilied.

That view of the subject is not, however, com-
prehended in any part of our present design. It

is true, that I have for some years watched the

steps, observed the stumbles, and anticipated the

irrecoverable fall of the Mother of Harlots',

AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. NeVCT
have I inconsistently lamented that God was in

this respect answering '' the prayers of his elect
;"

but have ever, as at this moment, found that were

I to witness her complete overthrow, my lieart

would burst, were I not permitted to vent my
feelings by saying, *' Rejoice over her tliou hca-
^' ven, and ye holy apostles and prophets, for God
" hath avenged you on her." The removal of

this offensi\^ stumbling block may be the cause

of such an accession of wise, holy and spiritual

converts, as will lead to another important event

;

namely,

(^.) The conversion of the Jews. The certainty

of this being accomplished is not doubted by any
who cordially believe the sacred writings. The
scriptures are remarkably minute respecting both

the present and the future circumstances of the

descendants of Abraham. One of the most inte-

resting passages to this effect, is by the prophet

llosea,^' \\'ho describing that state of the Jews of

which we are now the witnesses, says, ^' The
'' children of Israel shall abide many days without
" a king, and without a prince, and without a
*' sacrifice, and without an image, and without an
'' cphod, and without teraphim." This is strik-

ingly descriptive of the present suspension of the

civil and religious privileges of the Jewish nation;

but it also includes a testimony to their not hav-

ing fallen into any idolatrous practices, for though
they

*Chap. iii. 4, 5^
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*' they are without a '' king," and without a " sa-

crifice," they are also *' without an image, and
*' M'ithoutteraphim," an idol in which many of the

ancients superstitiously confided. In the next
ATrse the prophet foretels their conversion, saying
*' Afterward shall the chilchen of Israel return,
" and seek the Lord their God, and David their
*' king (meaning the Messiah) and shall fear the-
^' Lord and his goodness in the latter days."

Various are the prophetic testimonies respecting

this grand event, and, perhaps, in its accomplish-
ment will he fullilled the prediction which fore-

tels " anatipn being born in a day." The Apostle

being desirous that Christians should not lose

sight of this subject, says, ^'I would not, brethren,
*' that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, that
** blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the
*' fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all

"Israel shall be saved; as it is written, There
*' shall come out of Zion the deliverer, and shall
** turn away ungodliness from Jacob." This event

will be in itself so glorious, to the nations so im-

pressive, and to the church of God so interesting^

that we wonder not that Paul the aged should ex-

claim ^*What shall the receiving of tliem be but
*' life from the dead!" When it shall be accom-
plished, then shall they by an invisible power be

drawn together, and return to the land of their

forefathers. This doctrine is not to be treated as

fanciful, but must be regarded as a part of divine

revelation. Thus saith the Loui:>, '' I will bring
*^ again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy
*' upon the whole house of Israel. After they
*^ have borne tlieir trespasses Avhcrebv they have
** trespassed against me, I will gather them to
" their own land, neither wjil I hide my face from
*• them any more. They shall no more say th>e

*' Lord liveth who brought up the ehildreu of
*' Israel out of the Land of Egypt; but the Lord
** liveth who brou<>-lit up the house of Israel out of

"•all
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*^ all the countries whither he had driven them,
*^ and they shall return to their own land." The
conversion of the Jews, and their return to Pales-

tine, will open the way to another glorious

enlargement of the kingdom of Christ, which
will be

(3.) The introduction of the Gospel into the

eastern nations. When the empires of Turkey,

Great Tartary, and China, are converted to God;
and when the dominions of the Great Mogul have
received the Gospel, then will there be an appear-

ance of *' the fulness of the Gentiles coming
in"-— a prospect will be presented of the universal

extension of Messiah's reign— and the triumphs

of the church will be thus proclaimed, '' the king-
*' doms of this world are become the kingdoms of
^* our God, and of his Christ, and he shall reign
*^ for ever and ever."

These wonderful events will be effected by an.

tmusual outpouring of the Divine Spirit, w^hich

shall accompany the preaching of the Gospel. If,

for example, you inquire how Antichrist shall be

brought to nought? This is the reply, ''The
*' Lord shall consume him with the spirit of his
** mouth, and with the brightness of his coming."

If you ask, How the prejudices of the Jews shall

be vanquished, and the vail taken from their

hearts ?— the answer from Heaven is this, " I will
*' pour upon the house of David and upon the in-
*' habitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and of
*' supplication,^ and they shall look upon him
*' whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn."
And, if the inquiry respect the conversion of

the Gentiles, the reply is still to the same effect,

^' I will pour floods upon the dry ground, and they
" s\iall spring up among the grass, as willows by
*' the water courses."

But it may, perhaps, be asked, " Whether the
*' plans we are pursuing are not at variance with
** the progressive steps which we have supposed

H '' will
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" lead to the universal triumphs ofMessiah's king-
*^ clom ?"— and that, "if our statement be founded
*^ in prophecy, whether it be not our duty to at-

'' tempt the conversion of Papists and Jews before
" we send Missionaries to the Heathen?" To such
inquiries we reply, that Avhatever may be the pre-

cise design of intinite wisdom, or whatever are the

intimations of prophecy, the duty of Christian

IVIinisters is to " go out into all the world, and to

"preach the Gospel to every creature;" nor is

there any restriction respecting people, or nation,

or countries, or climes. jNIoreover, if we regard

]\Iissionaries as so many harbingers to " prepare
" the way of the Lord," for bringing to pass the

wonders of his grace, so far is our practice from
being at variance with our theory, that the one is

illustrative of the other. Our way, then, if not so

plain and luminous as to allure the whole Christian

world to mutual efforts, nevertheless, presents to

our view those inviting prospects which confirm

our faith, intlame our zeal, and invigorate our ex-

ertions. Like every enterprise of great magnitude,

it is probable that the success of our undertaking

will be rather slowly progressive, than rapidly

extensive. It becomes us, then, not to be dis-

couraged, even though our hopes may not always

be realized ; but to our patient and persevering

endeavours, let us continue to unite our fervent

and constant prayers, and in the hmguage of the

.universal Church address the Throne of God,
saving, " Let the whole earth be iilled with his

" glory," and we know that every pious heart

will add, " Amen and amen." This leads to

our

Last general Observation, namely, that

in the triumplis of Messiah's kingdom, the divine

honours shall be brightly displayed, " the glory
*' of Jehovah shall be revealed, for the mouth
" of the Lord hath spoken it."

The glory of God, as applied to the nature of

the
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the divine attributes, is too grand a subject for

the inhabitants of earth ; for even the language

of heaven, and the holy contemplations of angels

themselves, are unspeakably inferior to so lofty a

theme. To venture to descant upon the divine

perfections were to presume to speak of God
himself, whose glories are infinite in their nature,

eternal in their existence, and unchangeable in

their splendour. ^' It is high as heaven, what
^' canst thou do?— deeper than hell, what canst

*' thou know?-'— The measure thereof is longer
^' than the earth, and broader than the sea."

When the millions of the redeemed, with all the

innumerable hosts of Seraphim and Cherubim
have employed countless ages in celebrating the

wonders of the eternal Sovereign of all Worlds,

still will they continue to exclaim, '' Lo ! these
'' are but parts of his ways, and how small a
*' portion is known of II im !"

By " the glory of the Lord," in the text, as in

some other passages, we understand the trans-

cendent riches of his goodness, particularly as it

is display ed in the blessings of his grace. Moses
prayed, saying, " O Lord I beseech thee shew me
^^ thy glory!"— and this was the answer which
he received from the Almighty, " I will make all

*' my goodness pass before thee." Thus are we
reminded, that the divine goodness, and the divine

glory are the same. The goodness of God shines

with peculiar lustre in the Gospel, and Avhen the

Gospel shall triumph over all the ignorance, super-

stition, and vices of the world ; — Avhen all the

inhabitants of the earth shall be divinely illumi-

nated, become spiritual worshippers of God, and
assimilated into the likeness of his dear Son; —
then shall the text receive its accomplishment, for
*' the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all
^* flesh shall see it together."

The display of the perfections of Jehovah,
will in that day excite the highest wonder, grati-

tude
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tilde, and praise. Immortal honors will be
ascribed to that power which shall then triumph
over every opposition ; and when all the enemies
of ^* Messiah the prince" shall either be made his

footstool, or he numbered amongst his friends
;

the Church will look back upon the various strug-

gles it shall have endured, and victoriously ex-

claim, ^' Why did the heathen rage, and the people
^' imagine a vain thing? Wherefore did the kings
" of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
" take counsel together, against the Lord and
'' against his anointed? He hath set his Son upon
*^ his holy hill of Zion, and hath given him the
'^ heathen for his inheritance, and the uttennost
^* parts of the earth for his possession."

The M isdom of God will then shine with pecu-
liar splendour, for it will appear that Messiah's
kingdom has been extended, even by those very
means, which to our contracted ideas seem to mi-
litate against its triumphs. How this is to be ac-

icomplished the successive scenes of providence
must unfold, for at present so circumscribed are

pur views, that to admire and to exclaim, seem
better to accord with the dictates of the heart

than to attempt to fathom a depth so awfully

profound. Reason, however, suggests what reve-

lation confirms, namely, that He who from eter-

nity formed the plan of this Universe, must from
eternity have seen the result of that arrangement.

Infinite wisdom, and infinite power can nev^r be

exposed to accident. It follows then, that how-
ever diversified and contradictory the ways of

Providence may appear, the ends Avhich eternal

Avisdom hath devised shall be accomplished, even by
those very circumstances A\'hich \vc pronounce dis-

astrous, and over wliich we so feelingly lament. I

will not, however, even glance at a theory in

which I might soon bewilder my own mind, and
lead at least a part of my auditory into Specula-

tive
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tive labyrinths, from whence they might not find

it easy to return.

To coiichide ; let the view which we have taken of

the subject support and animate our minds when
our wishes are crossed, when our hopes are disap-

pointed, and when unbelief would tempt us to

say, that we ^' labour in vain, and spend our
'^ strength for nought." In those desponding
n'.oments, when the gloomy darkness thickens all

around, let us remember, that " the Lord sittetli

'' upon the flood; that he hath his way in the
" whirlv/ind and in the sto^m ; and that even by
'''

terrible things in righteousness, shall the out-
'• casts, and those who were ready to perish, be
•• brought to worship the Lord, in his holy mount
*^ at Jerusalem."

'^ Now unto the king eternal, immortal, invi-
•^' sible, the only wise God, be honour and glory,"
'' for ever and ever. Amen."
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SERMON IL

The GLORY of MESSIAH.

Isaiah lxvi.— 19.

And Ixvill set a sign among them, and I will send
those that escape of them, unto the Nations, to

Tarshish, Pul and Lud that draxv the Bow, to

Tubal and Javan, to the Isles afar off that have
not heard my fame, neither have seen my glo-

ry ; and they sJtall declare my glory among the

Gentiles,

IVxEN, brethren, and fathers, with those of our
British Israel who fear God, give audience with a
patient and prayerful attention. When we survey

human nature in its present state of Infidelity,

Legality, and Carnality, we are led to conclude
men were not so in the beoinnins:. Hence the ne-

cessity of some relief— But the question is, where
is it to be found ? Not in the cheerless Philosophy

of ancient Heathens, for they were corrupt in their

doctrine and practice— not in the writings of mo-
dern Infidels, who, as dissipated sabbath-breakers

and sensualists, delight in pride, lust, and foliy,

defy the Omnipotent to arms, ^nd blaspheme the

I
'

God
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God of their mercies. Hence appears to a demon-
stration, the necessity of a divine Revelation : and
this can no where be found, but in this eternal

vohune of inspiration, this God-breathed book.
For it is of the operation of his Holy Spirit. Its

excellency is far. beyond the reach of either my
conception or description. Its utility is a cordial

and catholicon for all the variegated miseries of
this vain and transitory state. God the Hoh/
Spirit raised up men of piety and strict integrity

to administer this cordial for time, death, judg-
ment, and eternity; who by sacred visions and
divine impressions upon their mind and under-
standing, enlightened them and commanded
them to make known to his church the wonders
of his power in creation, his inscrutable wisdom in

providence, and his abundant grace in the salva-

tion of his people. All scripture is not only given
by inspiration, but it is profitable for the soul of
man: instructing the judgment by its doctrines,

comforting the heart by its promises, and impart-
ing to the life and conduct purity of practice:

So that the man of God is thoroughly furnished
to every good Avord and work : yea the eternal

volume gives ns a system of eloquent wisdom,
instructing, delighting, and moving, as the heart
is wrought upon by the Holy Ghost. To Christ,

as the promised Saviour, all the prophets bare

witness, that there is redemption and remission
of sins to all who believe in his name. Among
those who prophecied of him as the Governor
of nations and the Saviour of men, Isaiah seems
to be the most sublime; compared with him, the
diction and lire of Homer are flat and dull : like

che(^rless infidelity, cold and frozen, compared
with the celestial animation of prophetic and

• apostolic truths. Isaiah, wrapt into future times,

looked beyond the redemption of the Jews from
Babylon, through seven centuries, to the birth, life

death, resurrection, and ascension of the Saviour.

He
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He saw the remote and immensely glorious bene-

iits which should arise to incalculable millions yet
unborn. What strength of mind does his pro-

phecy discover ! His matter how excellent !
—

•

how true ! His manner how lively and instruc-

tive— how highly consolatory and animating!
He has been justly termed the "Evangelical Pro-

phet," or the " Prophetical Evangelist."—Why ^

Because of the Gospel savor which runs through
his writings— every where preaching Jesus as the

Saviour of men, and the Lord of glory. He labor-

ed long unsuccessfully ; thirty years, some think;

and is supposed to have died a martyr under
Manas seh. But like Paul he counted not his life

dear to himself so that he mi«ht faithfullv deliver

his message and acquit his conscience. The scope

of his preaching was to condemn fashionable sin

and vice— denounce judgments— foretel the cap-

tivity and return of the Jews from Babylon—

•

and preach the greater salvation by Jesus, with
the call and conversion of the Gentiles: To pub-
lish Christ in his prophecies, in his incarnation,

humiliation, and exaltation : to show the spread of
the Redeemer's fame and glory in the latter days

;

how Messiah was to be for an ensign to the na-

tions, to whom the heathen should seek and find

his rest glorious. My text proves that the fame
and glory of the Saviour shall be universal.—
By divine assistance,

I. I shall just review the order of the text by
way of paraphrase

;

II. Otier a few observations arising therefrom;;

and then,

HI. Apply the subject.

(I.) In viewing the order of the text, vte

inquire v/hat is the Sign here intended? Mat-
thew Henry says, " it is a gathering and differing

sign," even Jesus, who was set for the fall and
rising again of many in Israel. (Luke ii. 34.

Act?
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Acts ii. 5, 21.) What signs and mighty won-
ders attenderl the Saviour from his birth to

lis ascension on high, as our Advocate ! He was
revealed as ^' an ensign to the people'* in his

own work and preaching: and so in the com-
mission of his Apostles, to '* go into all the world
'' and preach the Gospel to every creature." It

was expressly commanded that " repentance and
'* remission of sins should be preached in his name
" aUiOngall nations," to this important end, that

sinners might ilee unto him as their refuge, and
find liis rest glorious. (Mark xvi. 15. Luke
xxiv. S27. Isaiali xl. 10.)

(^.) By whom they are sent. ^' I will send
** those that escape of them," that is, the Jewish
con\'erts, and such were the Apostles, called by
Grace and enriched by the Spirit of God with all

his holy graces. These shall go forth to proclaim
the glorious Gospel of the Blessed God. Having
obtained mercy themselves, they shall tell of it to

others.

(3.) Whither they are sent. " To Tarshish, to

Pul and Lud, to Tubal and Javan, and to the

Isles afar off." It is on all hands agreed, says

Poole, that this verse is a prophesy of the conver-
sion of the Gentiles ; that the Isles should have
the Gospel preached unto them. It includes the
spread of the word of truth to all nations who
never had heard the name of Christ, or of his fame
and glory. By " Tarshish," some understand
Tarsus, in Cilicia, says Joseph IVIede, or the Ara-
bian sea; and he says the whole Mediterranean
sea had this name by Jewish writers. " Pul" was
one of the names of the King of Assyria, and the.

country might bear his name; and this coun-
try of Assyria had the Gospel in the early

times of the Christian dispensation. " Lud," or
L}(lia, a warlike nation famed for archers (see

Jcitmiali xlvi. 9.) including Lybia, so takes in

Ethiopia and Africa (Psalm, Ixviii. 31.) These
had
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liad the word of the truth of the Gospel preached
in the three first centuries, and had very large

churches. '' Tubal," includes Italy and Spain ; and
*' Javan," says Mede, most agree, is Greece, from
Javan, the father of the Grecians. Mede, Poole,

Henry, Brown, Gill, and others, agree that this

chapter and text speak of the extension of the
Gospel, first in the primitive times, and afterwards

in the latter days, when the kingdoms of this

world shall become the churches of our God and
his anointed king.

(4.) What these messengers shall do. Com-
missioned from heaven, they shall declare his

Gospel and his Glory. In order that siniiers may
trust his name, and sing '' how great is his bounty
*' and goodness !" (Zech. ix. 17,) they shall declare

his word boldly and faithfully, in season and out
of season, and point sinners to him for salvation.

They shall declare the nature of his person, his

office, his work, and the glory which is to follow.

That his redemption is great, complete, plenteous,

suitable, glorious, and eternal.

Thus we see that the prophecy of tlie text has
been fuliilled in part, and is now accomplishing,

that those who never heard of Christ's fame and
glory shall behold it by the eye of faith, and see

the glory of a reconciled God in the face, or per-

son, of Jesus the Mediator, as Prophet, Priest, and
King. Of his glory shall they sing, and tell of his

grace with Paul— '' Ye know the grace of our
*' Lord Jesus Christ," (11 Cor. yiii. 9.) They shall

see in Jesus a divine fulness of inexhaustible

riches, honours, and excellencies. By faith they
shall see his mediatorial glory, and receive out of
his fulness " grace for grace."

II. We shall ofter a few observations arising

from this text and subject.

(1.) We observe, that there is a unity in God's
purpose, promise, predictions, and providence,

Furpose implies, Jehovah's intention, in and by
Jesus
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Jesus, to save millions of souls, even all he gave
him in the covenant of grace, and for whom the

Surety engaged to die ; these he designed to jus-

tify, cleanse, call, save, and bless in time, .death,

and eternity : yea, to bless them with all spiritual

blessings and heavenly consolations. Tht promise

of God was, that the " seed of the woman," even
Jesus, should, in the fulness of time, be sent for

salvation, light, life, and joy, to the Jews and
Gentiles: to obey the law and satisfy justice, so

that God might be just and yet the justifier of all

"who believe in Christ, as the only foundation laid

in Zion for sinners. Sacred Pi^edictioji or Prophecy
clearly referred to Jesus as the sum and substance

of all truth, (Acts x. 48.) as the author, subject,

matter, and end of the gospel ; all testified of the

Saviour. Some, of his person, w^ork and sufferings
;

others of his victory and triumph; others of his

throne and kingdom; all bare testimony, either

of him, or the people whom he should redeem. All

must be accomplished in God's time and way. His
counsel must stand, and all his will and pleasure take

place. Not a word shall fail, or fall to the ground.

How many, how 2;reat, and how precious are the pro-

phecies of Jesus as the Saviour 1 Providence will

execute all ])urposes, prophecies, and promises.

God in the wisdom which he has displayed in past

ages, proves that the divine Governor never made a

mistake in the plan or executive part of his go-

vernment. Darkness and clouds may be round
about him, but his grace, power, and faithfulness,

will fulfill all his promises for his glory, and the

]vrip[^iness of his people. Saints may trust God for

ever. Wliat a unity there is in God"s purpose,

promise, prophecies, and providence ! His Spirit

is the great agent; his word the mean ; ministers

are instruments
;
grace the cause ; and glory the

grand result of this wonderful combination. Yes,

the gospel in the latter days shall be more exten-

sively preached. That Bible, which has God for

its
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its author, truth for its matter, and salvation for

its end, shall be sent to all nations. The Gospel
which was preached to Abraham (Gal. iii. 8.) an-

nounced that those v/ho were not of his lineage

should be saved, who in after da3^s should believe

in the promised Saviour. God has been carrying

on his work of salvation from the beginning to

the present time, and his gospel shall finally so

prevail, that all the elect shall be brought from
the ruins of the fall. Hence we learn that con-

verted souls shall see Jesus as the royal ensign

and standard, lifted up in God's purpose— on the

cross— and in the gospel, for them to look to and
enlist under, in the day of divine power and
grace. The gospel of peace is the appointed mean
to point sinners to God, and exhibitall the perfec-

tions of mercy, truth, righteousness, and peace,

in harmony to save rebellious worms. Wisdom,
love, power, and holiness, all unite in man's reco-

very by Jesus Christ. God is just, and thejusti-

fier of those who believe in him. While infidels

conceive mischief, travail with iniquity, and bring

forth falsehood, and in the blindness of their hearts

call it " the Age of Reason," groping in darkness,

in this noon-day of gospel light, believers can
triumph as saved by grace, and made willing to

receive the doctrine of Jesus. They trust his

promises, obey his precepts, glory in his cross, and
triuniph in his gospel.

(2. ) We observe, that the everlasting gospel is the

grand declaratory act of God's love and grace in

the gift of Jesus Christ, as the Saviour of his

church and people ; for saints to behold his glory

and fame is to see him God and man, (Isaiah

ix. 6.) to view him as the Father's representative

to his church, and the representative of his people

before the Father: to behold Christ in the glory

of his mediatorial offices, as our prophet, priest,

and king ; as our surety and the mediator of the

covenant of grace; as our ** wisdom, righteous-

^'ness,
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ness, sanctification, and redemption." But he is

our sacred, everlasting king : his throne is not

only sovereign, but it is a- throne of grace; his

sceptre is tliat of righteousness : his laws mild and
good. The gospel is his constitutional code of

rights and privileges, founded in covenant grace

and divine engagements : the charter of salvation

and grace. His reign is glorious— his commands
are easy— and his yoke is light. His subjects are

saints and believers, as distinguished from hypo-
crites and unbelievers: and they shall exist to the

end of time, and through a vast eternity in immortal
glory. His kingdom, as observed by one of our

brethren last year, is permanent, holy, progressive,

spiritual, and happy : incomparable, and incor-

ruptible. Eelievers behold Christ in the glory of

his meritorious life and efficacious dtath : his

blessed resurrection and triumphant ascension.

They enjoy his glory in his Avord by faith, and in

the influences of the Holy Spirit as a divine

teacher, comforter, leader, sanctifier, earnest, seal,

and unction. Solomon was far-famed for wisdom,
poM' er, jiches, and worldly glory ; but saints be-

hold in Christ a greater than Solomon, full of
grace, wisdom, trutb, power, and love.

(3.) We see by faith the infmite condescension

of immortal love : how Jesus, though rich, be-

came poor, that we, through his poverty, might
be made rich in grace and faith on earth: rich in

and towards God ; and at last dwell with him in

endless joy and glory. Faith sees a glory in

Christ's union to his church, and in the high

communications of liis love: that it is a union for

time, death, judgment, and eternity. While we
by faith thus behold in the gospel the gloiy of
our immortal Saviour, we are transformed into his

image, from one degree of glory to another : for

faith is of a purifying nature, and worketh by
love to God, C hrist, and SaintB. What a prime
grace is faith ! the president of graces, it conquers

earth
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earth and hell, by the power of the Holy Ghost.

It views Christ as the Advocate with the Father;

as the High Priest, Vv ith the names of his spiritual

tribes engraved on his breast-plate. By this faith

the Christian sees the names of God's people

written where neither men or devils can erase

them ; even in the Lamb's book of life, and on
the palms of his hands.

When faith has thus beheld the glory of Christ,

what is her report.? She says, How infinite is his

beauty ! How great is his goodness ! He is the

lovely, the altogether lovely Saviour, full of light,

beauty, and glory. She rejoices in him as the

source of light, natural, intellectual, moral, spi-

ritual, and celestial. Faith is as an ear to hear

the fame of Jesus as the Lord of Life and Glory;
trusts his name as Saviour and Redeemer, as the

glorious Mediator, and God over all, blessed for

ever. Faith takes God's word as her warrant and
bond ; and Hope waiteth patiently its fulfilment.

By this report, says Faith, I will look unto the

Lord, I will wait for the God of my salvation, for

my God will hear me. By this we look to Christ

for salvation, pardon, peace, grace and glory.

How precious then is this faith which sees such a

glory and fulness in Jesus— the beauty of all

^v•orlds, the life of saints, and the song of angels !

HL Let us apply the whole.

(1.) To Ministers. God in his divine provi-

dence has raised up in all ages a succession of in-

struments, as ministers, to publish the name and
salvation of Jesus. Hence we are called to study

and see how Christ has been the theme of patri-

archs, prophets, and apostles: angels have also

joined the chorus Avith '^ Glory to God in the
" highest" for " peace on earth and good will to
^^ men." God not only has had, but now hath, and
will have, witnesses for his truth, to the end of

time. Among these, ye, my brethren, are called

of God to lift up tlie roval standard of heaven.

K Could
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Could that great mcui oJGod, who was instrumen-

tal in raising this house, look down from heaven
and be permitted to speak, he would sing what he
often sung here—

Ye Servants of God your Master proclaim.

And publish abroad his wonderful Name
;

I'he Name, all victorious, of Jesus extol.

His Kingdom is glorious, and rules over all.

We may learn zeal for God from all that is

around us. See the barrister, the merchant, the

courtier, the senator, and the statesman ; all in

constant action for the things of this world : But
what are all the triumphs of camps, the business

of courts and senates, yea all the bustle we see in

the w^orld, but for the dust and dross of this

earth? Ought not we to be active then in

spreading the fame and glory of Jesus at home
and abroad ? Oh let us seek with the eloquence

of an Apollos, the energy of a Boanerges, the

consolation of a Barnabas, the plainness of a

Cephas, and the nervous reasoning of a Paul ; let

lis study each, according to our talents, to ex-

hibit the olory of Christ a« the divine Saviour.

Let us learn to profit from the men of mimic art

and mock character. Shall these affect their

giddy audience to tears or fancied joy ; and shall

we, who have to do WMth eternal realities, trille?

We who have to tell of immortal riches, honours,

pleasures, and joys, shall we, on such themes, be

cold and lifeless? May God anoint us afresh

with his Holy Spirit, that we may begin to serve

God anew.

Behold the awful state of a proud Pharouli,

who said, '' I will pursue, I will overtake and
" divide the spoil, and satisfy my heart." Paint

to your imagination the awful event. Sec liim

sink, with his noble lords, as lead in the mighty
waters. Wliat a scene is presented to us in the

history of Belshazzar, who was carousing with his

thousand
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thousand lords and other profane guests. See his

mirth. How soon changed ! The hand writing

fills him with pain and distress. Why? Guilt is

in his heart : Horror expresses itself in every fea-

ture of his countenance.

In Haman's fall we see the fate of a proud
enemy of God's church, though a prime minister,

the keeper of his prince, and the scourge of saints.

How awful his end ! We have to present him as

a solemn proof that ^' pride goeth before" the man
of folly, to send him to " destruction, and an
*' haughty spirit before'a fall."

We have to present a scene from the eternal

world. We may in our preaching draw back the

curtain of time, and exhibit Dives in Hell and
Lazarus in Glory. Here we may shew how men
from the height of ambition and luxury— from
faring sumptuously every day— from purple and
fine linen— are removed to caverns of guilt and
pain, and endless woe : that while the poor clay-

cold corpse is buried with pageantry and pomp,
the soul is calling for a drop of Vv^ater to assuage

torment.

In the case of the fool in the gospel we may
present to our hearers the truly solemn scene, how
earth and hell may divide a man in one night. He
builds his barns, and says to his soul, " eat, drink,

*' and be merry;" but how delusive is gain or

lionor ! God said unto him, " tiiou Fool, this night
'' thy soul shall be required of thee : then whose
shall those things be M'hich tliou hast provided?"
Mark the inference; '^ So is he that layeth up
*' treasures for himself and is not rich towards
'' God."
We have to point out a haughty monarch struck

dead in a moment. Look at Herod. Hear him and
his deluded admirers :

*' It is the voice of a God
" and not of a man." (Acts xii. 22.) The angel

of the Lord delivered his church from this flaming

persecutor
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persecutor. He was struck with death ; and he

was eaten of worms.

Knowing thus the terrors of the Lord, we have

to persuade men of tlie awfuhicss ct is judgments

on his enemies, and the riches of his mercy to all

who beb!eve in Jesus. Tcil tlien the intidei corps

how fast they follow their ancient leaders, even

Celsus and Porphyry: and their n.odern high

priest Voltaire, Gibbon, Hume, and others, to the

regions of woe, where all things rise in proof, and
where those spirits in prison now no longer doubt

the power, truth, wrath, and justice of an otiended

God, whose goodness they long abused.

What aAvful realities have the Ministers of Jesus

to speak of to guilty men ! of the direful lake, the

fire which cannot be quenched, and the never-

dying worm. Awake! arise! ye sons of God,
and lead your captivity captive. In the strength

of the Lord you may strike scoft'ers dumb,
and abash the bold infidels of our day. Your
weapons are mighty through God, and, by his

Spirit sanctifying the word, you may lead intidels,

legalists, and sensualists into the fold of God.

See what a cloud of witnesses are given you in

Hebrews, chap. xi. That sacred chronicle and old

testament register shews you the van of the noble

army who fought by faith under the Captain of

the Lord's host, even the Prince of the kings of

the earth. He formed the centre of his camp with

apostles, the seventy disciples, and others. JNlay

we, through grace, bring up part of the rear!

May we rally round this Ensign, lifted up to the

Gentiles. Through Christ we can do valiantly,

and without him we cannot do any thing. But
grace can make us what it has made thousands

and millions before we were born. The Gospel
vfe preach is a Trhnnph far beyond those of the

Grecian Cliicfs or Roman Ctrsars. What was the

Macedonian hero but a prosperous rol)ber, who
swam to authority and power through seas of

blood ?
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blood ? What were all his conquests but the plun-

der of nations? But in the Gospel of Glory, or

the Glorious Gospel of the Blessed God, Ave sing

of immortal l^ictorij, by him who spoiled princi-

palities and powers, and made a shew of them
openly. The Captain of our Salvation, (our great

Field- Marshal,) who preached on the mount and
fed thousands at once with a ^tw loaves and
fishes, when he conquered, he shook hell to her

centre, and from thence to her extremities. Our
triumph is not of a day, but as Paul says, " Thanks
" be unto God, who always causeth us to triumph

^' in Christ!'' (ii. Cor. ii. 14.) Our song on
earth is begun for eternity, if wc are '' called of

God according to his purpose." We have the

earnest of everlasting consolation, by " a good
*' hope through grace," unsearchable, abundant,

everlasting, and free. Wliat a blessed and sacred

Concert have we to charm the hearts of Believers !

" Happy are the people who know this joyful

^' sound" of grace, salvation, and peace. Saints

now may join their hallelujahs with Moses, De-
borah, Hannah, David, Elizabeth, Simeon, Mary.
and the Angels: they may exult with Paul and
say, ^' Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
'' Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spi-

" ritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ
'' Jesus." They may exult with Peter, that they

are begotten again to a " lively hope." They may
join the ecstacy of John, and say, " Behold what
''' manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon
^' us that we," such worms of a day, " should be
*^ called the sons of God 1"

This glorious Gospel then, which Ave Avish to

send to the Heathen, to sound the Fame and dis-

plai) the Glorif of our Saviour and Mediator, is the

strong declaration of the abolition of eternal death

to God's people: and clearly shcAvs how *' life

and immortality are brought to light" by it.

{ii, Tim. i. 10.) This Avord of truth we ought to

extend
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extend as far as instruments can go: to all villa-

ges, towns, countries, and nations. God has made
liis Avord the appointed mean of spiritual wisdom
and understandino*. It was the translation of it

by Tyndal and others in England, that enlightened

the people to throw otl' the yoke of popery. God
lias extended to a neio'hbourinc: nation the means
of reading the divine truth. God can make a
modern Cyrus, and though girded with strength,

and vet i^-norant of God and salvation, can make
him or them instrumental to promote those means
by M hich his word of truth shall run, and, by his

spirit and grace, be glorified. Let us pray that G od
rnay open doors for extending the gospel to Hea-
then Papists, and to those Protestants who have
the form, without the power of godliness.

What a divine banquet, oxjeast, do we call sin-

ners to partake of in this gospel of the kingdom !

*' How rich the delicacies, and exquisite," says

Lowth. (Isaiah xxv. ().) The gospel is our cor-

nucopi'cE, in revealing all the mercies and pro-

mises of the covenant of grace: shewing God
^' rich in mercy, and plenteous in redemption

;"

and that all the supplies v/c have are from the

fulness of the Son of God. The gospel is the

Proclamation of Peace. Ministers are sent as am-
bassadors (ii. Cor. v. 18, 19.) to rebel sinners, to

preach the harmony of God's perfections in the re-

mission of sins through the Saviour's life and death.

What inexhaustible mines of spiritual AV'ealth do
we open to our people ! Mines far beyond Mexico
or Peru in value. The treasures of (lod's love,

and the riches of his grace are boundless as

our sins. How did the year of Jubilee exhibit a

rej)resentation of the everlasting gospel, which
displays the grand and blessed liberty which be-

lievers find in Jesus their Lord. He says, (Luke
iv. 18.) that he came *' to preach deliverance to
'^ the captives." Then why should men object to

send this word to Heathen countries? If it is to

be
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be preached in London, vrhy not in Paris ? at the

Cape? or in the South Seas, wliere Souls are going

into eternity? If a door can be opened for the

word of salVation to be read or preached, we
ought, to the utmost of our power, to use the

means to send the gospel to the Heathen. If shut

out, hke Paul, from one place, v/e will go to ano-

ther, nor cease our labours till \vc have traversetl

the earth to present ev^ery nation witli the book of

God. If it is lawful to give a person the bible in

England, I see it equally right to send it abroad,

if God in his providence open a way of access.

Some good men diiier from the Missionary Society.

I wish such every blessing from the Lord, and
then when the fulness of the blessing of this gos-

pel of truth and peace is warmly felt, or divine

love shed abroad in their hearts, they \\\\\ praij for

success on our attempts to extend the word of God
in a preached gospel to nations now in aAvful spi-^

ritual darkness and in the shadow cf death. If

Jesus preached liberty to the captives, shall not

we sound this immortal freedom from the slavery

of hell, sin, and vanity? By the grace and spirit

of God ^vc will.

We are not to mutter, like the hireling of Popish

Babylon, but to preach, proclaim, and publish this

divine emancipation from the most fatal bondage.

Many noble lords and mighty commoners, who
profane the name and sabbaths of that God who
made them, and daily crow;ns them with his mer-

cy ; many of these, with the commonalty, smile

and jeer at us, and say, what will th(.'se feeble

men do ? or, like others, they may pity us, as

fanatics. ]jut in the strength of the God of grace

we will never cease to teach and preach in the

name of Jesus. And if this liberty is good for the
British empire, I am sure it is equally so for any
other clime, where the Spirit of God will send
and own his word. May we ne\'cr be ashamed of
the gospel, ", for it is the power of God to sal-

vation
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" vation unto all'Avho believe in Jesus." It is the

best sxjHttm of xvlsdom ever revealed to man.
Hidden, as a mystery, from many, but to all saved

sinners it is the corJial of life, the strength of the

heart in death, and the triumph of eternity. May
wc, as ministers and heralds of God, remember,
that a good God, a good cause, and a good con-
science, will bear us above the world, and all its

sneers and opposition.

The bible and the gospel are our sacred circle of
divine science; (Col. i. 5.) in these we have all

knowledge essential to salvation : all was written

for our learning; (Rom. xv. 4.— i. Pet. i. 10, 12.)

"What a Testimony for truth then have the minis-

ters of God to deliver, the essence of all the pa-

triarchal and prophetic labours of the ancient men
of God, who all pointed out the Fame and Glory
of Jesus the Messiah. The gospel then is our
Magna Charta, or the great charter of salvation,

where God in his grace, and by his counsel and
oath, hath given and secured everlasting and
strong consolation to all the heirs of promise, that,

by ills holy and blessed immutability, wherein it is

impossil)le for God to lie, all the heirs of glor\'

might be happy on earth, amidst a mo rid of mi-

sery— safe and blessed in death— and after that

be admitted to worlds of immortal peace, liglit,

life, and glory : of all which the Holy Spirit is the

grand seal and earnest to the day of eternal re-

demption. Oh that this gospel may tly abroad,

win, and conquer I May the echo reach to earth's

remotest bounds, and rescue all the nations from
ignorance and sin.

This gospel, which is the constitutional code

of the spiritual kingdom of our Prince Messiah, is

not like those of buman make, which change and
alter through the caprice and instability of man

;

but abideth for ever: it surviveth the tempest, the

whirlwind and the hurricane : it has braved and out-

lived all the malice of its persecutors: it is perma-
nent.
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nent, like our spiritual king, the same yesterday, to-

day, and for ever. What a warrant of security for all

the citizens ofZion ! More durahle than mountains
of brass. When the sun, moon, and stars, yea, and
old Time himself, has expired, the blessing of the

gospel shall still exist for ever. What a light then

is the gospel ! Wliat a cluster of blessings it

bears ! What an olive branch to the nations ! Oh
that its glory were universally known ! that the

power of it were universally felt ! then the sons

of men would beat their *' swords into plougli-
*' shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks.'*

May it spread far and near the fame of Messiah,

till the churches of God are all filled with liis

glory !

The gospel is our sacred muse, and, to the

converted heart, it is the return of the golden

age: it points out Jesus as the tree of life in his

churches below, and in the paradise above ! All

that poets feign of the golden age is flat and insi-

pid compared with the songs of Hebrew bards,

and with gospel themes. What pastorals from
David ! What sublimity in the Prophets ! W1iat

excellent and divine truths in the Apostles ! The
paradise we sing of was regained by this mighty
Prince, whose far-famed gospel has reached us in

rich grace : it has brought us from darkness, and
translated us into the kingdom of spiritual light

on earth, and will soon bring us to joys on high,

as a mighty proof that his salvation is of grace ;

where we shall have the riddance of all evil and

full possession of all good, and a perfection of

happiness, purity, and wisdom.

To close to you, my brethren, remember, the

gospel is our chief good. If it be not our daily

enjoyment we make poor ministers of Christ. May
the spirit' of wisdom, truth, love, powx^', and a

sound mind rest upon us, that wx may testify the

"vvord with more joy and success ! May we live,

preach, and, if called to it, die for the gospel

!
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]\Iay we bind it to our heai^ts, and bid all mortal

vanities be gone.

('2.) To the Missionary Society at laro-e I

would address a few words. Your gold and sii\ er,

your time, talents, and intellect, are all the Lord's.

The reason is plain, you are not your own, but

bought with a price, (i. Cor. vi. 20.) We
beseech you, by the mercies of God, that you
present soul and body to God as a reasonable

service. Consider Messiah as your example.

Though rich he became poor, that ye might be^

come rich. His love demands your all. To be

sacred to his cause— to spread his fame— to seek

his glory and honor his name— to promote his

interest among: men— '' Be ve,- then, followers of
'' them who through faith and patience inherit

*' the promises." See the noble list, (Heb. xi.)

The best men forsook their all for God in ancient

times. Paul counted all but dung and dross for

Christ : yea, life itself was nothing in comparison
with the Saviour : his heart and his life, his

tongue, head, and hands, all were used to extol the

lledcemcr. Had he possessed a thousand lives or

souls, most gladly would he have consecrated them
all to Christ and his gospel. Pray then that his

word of truth in the glorious gospel may run and
be glorified : that his kingdom may come, in-

crease and abound. Not only aid this good cause

in a pecuniary way, but also let the holiness of
your lives recommend it. To help others in the

gospel, and send the word of salvation to heathen
nations, and yet be nnholy yourselves, what a
contrast !

'' Adorn the doctrine of God your
Saviour in all things." Shun the carnal professor.

Beware of mere notional religion. Remember,
if there be a devil incarnate, it is the practical

Antinomian, who turns the grace ofGodilito licen-

tiousness ! How awful to help the noble cause of
redemption with your purse, and yet to have your
hearts far from God I Live up to your dignity as

sous
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sons of God. Remember your covenant friend is

Lord of I.ords— Iving of Kings— Governor of

J.N a cions— your Judge, Legislator, and Saviour;

(Isaiah xxxiii. 23.) Honor him as such, with all

humility ot niind, singleness of eye, and gladness

of heart. May his word be your rule, and his

glory your aim.

(3.) To my honored Brethren in the Direction

I can truly say, Brethren, my prayer to God for

you is, thcit the spirit of wisdom and revelation,

the spirit of power, of love, and of a sound mind,

may rest upon you, to counsel, strengthen, and

uphold your hands in God's work, as the most
honorable and noble cause in all tlie world.—
What is to be compared to it in Britain, Europe, or

on this habitable Globe ? Your truly benevolent

design, as instruments in the divine hand, is the

Spiritaat Emcnicipation of all nations : to deliver

from the slavery of sin, hell, Satan, and Antichrist,

millions of immortal souls : to release men from

the awful crescent of Mahomet, and to be instru-

mental in translating |)lind mortals from the king-

dom of Paganism and darkness to that of God's

dear Son: — so that prophecy may have its grand

accomplishment, in causing the kingdoms of this

world to become the churches of our God and of

his Messiah. ]\Iay his grace direct and c(mifort

you in this divine employ ! IMore are with you
than against you. (lod himself says, " Fear not.

'' for I am with you;" (Isaiah, Ixi. 10.) If the

mighty monarch David viewed it an honor to be

a door-keeper in the house of God, of course yours

is still greater, in e.vtaiding the word of truth to

nations sitting in mental and spiritual darkness.

Your office is more honorable than the direction

of the national wealth, or of those trading to the

distant Indies. You are not lords of any human
treasury, but agents to send the immortal treasures

of the gloriousgospel of the blessed God to mil-

lions of perishing sinners :— So that ycur spiritual

dignity
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dignity in serving the Lord with all humility of

mind in this grand cause, is far superior to a

senator in parliament, a statesman, or a cabinet-

minister of Britain, yea of any emperor in Europe,

or in all the world: their splendor and work are

temporary— ^^ours are for eternity: their bustle
"

and care are momentary— yours to diffuse the

light of immortal truth and grace, even the ever-

lasting gospel.

God be with you, ye Apostolic Philanthropists I

you are now clearing away the rubbish of error

and layin.o; the foundation of an extensive and
eternal work. The man of God who built this

house* for the Lord's service has often prayed that

such noble instrimients might arise to extend the

gospel of peac^ to distant climes. Both your hea-

A'cnly Father, and your elder Brother, the holy

Jesus, commend and applaud your motives and
views. The smile of God is your rich reward, and
makes his work its own wages ; for it is pleasant

to think and do good. His plaudit, ''icell done T'

will make amends for centuries of trouble. In his

work you enjoy 2i pleasure which monarchs cannot
command, nor worlds purchase. Go on, then, ye
excellent of the earth, and may God prosper every

attempt for his glory, and the e.vterision of his

fame. Cast all your discouragements into shades,

and, like the Apostle of the Gentiles, when one
door is shut, depend upon it, another more eifec-

tual shall be opened.. The means are yours. The
event is with God.

(4.) To Missionaries I say, consider your cause
is that of the noble army of martyrs. In suftering

for Christ, to spread his fame and exalt his glo-

rious name, you are found in the goodly and
blessed company of prophets and apostles. Lift

up then the Royal Standard of Heaven— the

Sacred Ensign— the Blessed Saviour --^ the Pro-

* Mr. Whitfield.
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niised ^' Plant of Renown." Never forget it is writ-

ten, " To him shall the Gentiles seek, and they
** shall find his rest glorious." Remember, he has

given the word of command. He who is the

Captain of your Salvation has said, ^' Go into
*' all the world and preach the gospel to every"

rational " creature." He has said it shall be
preached for a testimony unto all nations, and
then the end shall come, and time be no longer.

Lay man lov/, and exalt high the Saviour.

'Tis impossible too highly to extol the Lamb of
God. It is a high honor to suffer and die for

Christ. Look to him for strength and grace.

What saints and angels admire, you are called to

preach. Spread his fame : — exalt him in his

person, offices, and work. What an honor to be
ambassadors for the King of Kings to rebel men :

to be born of God, and, for God; to shew forth

his praise, how great tlie blessing ! It is to be
nobly dignified. Each one of you may join with
the angel to the shepherds, '' 1 bring you glad
*^ tidings of great joy," in proving Jesus to be
Messiah, the anointed Prophet, Priest, and King
of Saints. Go forth then, and boldly proclaim him
as the Mediator and Redeemer of his church.

Your labor of love, work of faith, and patience of
hope, shall not be in vain in the Lord. Be sted-

fast, immovable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord. His word shall accomplish the

end whereunto it is sent. It shall be the savor
of life to many, though to others who despise it,

and trample upon it in unbelief, it Avill prove the

savor of death unto death. But you shall have
honor of God, for our honor is bound up in his in

preaching the word of truth : he that honoreth
God shall be honored by him. Let your eye be
single: singleness of heart shall follow, as light

from the rising of the sun. Your reward is not of
debt but grace ; and the approbation of the Lord
IS worth more than millions of worlds, more than

all
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all the honors kings can confer upon their servants.

or nobles : their smile is but that of a mortal

Avorm ; their noble order, rank, and degree, are but

feathers fur children of a larger growth: their

titles are transitory : their wealth is dust. But di-

vine plaudits are a rich reward ; and from your
celestial King are unsullied honors, yea angelic

pleasures: these will make good amends for all

your ]}ain, labor, and self-denial. In Jesus you
possess durable riches, and immortal wealth: you
are rich without gold, and honorable without
renown, fame, or titles. Though poor, yet making
others rich should be your glory. What a heavea
will be found in the word of your master at the

closino- scene of life, to hear himsav, '' \Vell done
*' gooel and faithful servant, enter thou into the
*' joy of your Lord!'' Look upwards then, and
press forw^ards, for your work has the stamp of

heaven. Turn a deaf ear to the lukewarm or

cold-hearted professor. Hear what the Lord says,

" Go preach my gospel, and lo ! I am with you to
" the ends of the earth." Your work is primitive,

angelic, spiritual, honorable, and glorious : the

work of prophets and apostles. Pray for great

usefulness and greater humility.

To conclude, may we all set out afresh in the

ways of God, Mhether in public or in private life.

May we begin to live for Ciod, on those principles

which are heavenly : by living upon Christ, by
faith, we shall live more for him, and pro\e that

he is our gain in life and death. May mc have
double zeal, life, and power: increase with the in-

crease of God, in faith, love, and joy. Then we
shall see an excellency and utility in doing all we
can for spreading Christ's fame and glory, or ex-

tending his gospel to distant climes now in dark-
ness and error.

To this vast Assembly I say, be up and doing
in the faith of Jesus. Seek more grace to enjoy

the everlasting gospel : the full, complete, and free

salvation
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salvation of the Prince of Peace : that from a sense

of free jiistitication to eternal life in our iiiessed

Lord, we may consecrate our ail to him.

To the Carjia I Frojessor I say, tremble for your
state. To hear of salvation beijig extended to others

and you careless, how a^ful and wretciied nnist

be your end !

To the Scoffer or Infidel I say, woe and misery
will be your portion, where the worm dieth not, -

and the lire is not quenched. Hottentots enter

the kingdom of heaven before many of our polite

infidel lords, mighty commoners, and too many of
the multitude.

Pharisees or Legalists, I have one word for you:
that the perfect righteousness of Jesus only can
justify your souls. No salvation but in him.

To the men xvho sin that grace maij abound: the

hottest hell will be your portion. See how this

chapter closes : it pointeth out unquenchable fire

to the enemies of Christ and his go;speL

To the Believer I say, praise God for a good
hope through grace. Set up your Eben-Ezer.
Sing hallelujah with Saints and Angels. Shout
hosanna. Live with divine anticipation of the

blessed and immortal sabbath. Soon all our toil

and labour for Christ will end, and one eternal

spring encircle our souls. May we praise God
and join the grand chorus. (Psalm cxlviii.

Rev. V. 12.) We are all to die : some of us soon
shall be immbcred with the dead; God forbid

any of us should ever be numbered with tlie

damned. As this chapter pointeth out the bless-

edness of some, vand the misery of others, may the

first be ours ; so, that whether we live or die, we
may be the Lord's: or if found in life, death, or

eternity may we belong to Jesus, then all v>'ill end
everlastingly well.

Thus have I contributed my pepper-corn of ac-

knowledgment to the Missionary Society, in bow-
ing to their request to preach on this occasion. If

any
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any good is done, all the glory is the Lord's; for

tlie preacher is a sinner. In trembling and fear have

I paid my respect of affection, founded in love and

esteem to a Society acting for God's glory, aim-

ing to extend the inspired volmne and the blessed

gospel to the ends of the earth. The Fame and

Glory of Jesus Christ, as the King of Kings, shall

be universal : All flesh shall see his salvation

together.

The grace of this Saviour be with you all.

Amen and Amen.
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SERMON IIL

MESSIAH'S THRONE.

Heb. I. —8.

But unto the Son, he saith, Thy Th7'one, O God^

16'
for ever and ever,

AN the all-Important argument which occupies

this epistle, Paul assumes, \vhat the believing He-
brews had already professed, that Jesus of Naza-
reth is the true Messiah. To prepare them for the

consequences of their own principle; a principle

involving nothing less than the abolition of their

law, the subversion of their state, the ruin of their

city, the final extinction of their carnal hopes, he
leads them to the doctrine of their Redeemer's
person in order to explain the nature of his offices,

to evince the value of his spiritual salvation, and
to shew, in both, the accomplishment of their

ceconomy which was "now ready to vanish away."
Under no apprehension of betraying tlie unwary
into idolatrous homage, by giving to the Lord
Jesus greater glory than is

'^ due unto his name;"
the apostle sets out with ascribing to him excel"

leace
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lence and attributes which belong to no creature.

Creatures of most elevated rank are introduced;

but it is to display, by contrast, the pre-eminence
of Him who is '' the brightness of the Father's
'^ glory, and the express image of his person."

Angels are great in miglit, and in dignity; but
" unto them hath he not put in subjection the
*' world to come. Unto which o^ them said he, at
*' any time, Thou art my son?" To which o^them.
'' Sit thou at my right hand?" He saith, they

are spirits, '' ministering spirits, sent forth to
*^ minister unto them who are the Heirs of salva-
*' tion." But unto the SON, in a style whiciv

annihilates competition and comparison, u)ito tJie

SON he saith, thy throne^ O God, isfor ever and
crer,

Brethren, If the majesty of Jesus is the subject

which the Holy Ghost selected for the encourage-
ment and consolation of his people, when he was
shaking the earth and the heavens, and dilfusiiig

his gospel among the nations; can it be othervv'ise

than suitable and precious to us on this occasion "r

Shall it not expand our views, and warm our

hearts, and nerve our arm, in our efforts to exalt

his fame? Let me implore then, the aid of your
prayers; but far more importunately the aids of

his own Spirit, while I speak of ^'the things Avhich

concern the king:" those great things contained
in the text— liis personal glory — his sovereign

rule.—
I. His personal glofn/ shines forth in the nanie by

Avhich he is revealed ; a name above every name,
THY throne—O God !

To the single eye nothing can be more evident.

in the

First placet than that the Holy Ghost here

asserts the essential deitij of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Of his enemies, whom be will " make his foot-

stool," some have, indeed, controverted this posi-

tion, and endeavoured to blot out the text from
the
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the catalogue of liis witnesses. Instead of ''thy
'' throne, () God;" they would compel us, by a

perversion of phraseology, of figure, and of sense,

to read, ''God is tliy throne;" converting the,

great and dreadful God into a symbol of authority

in one of his own creatures. The scriptures, it

seems, may utter contradictions or impiety, but

the divinity of the Son they shall not attest.

The crown however, which " flourishes on liis

" head," is not to be torn away; nor tlie anchor
of our hope to be wrested from us, by the rude

hand of licentious criticism.

I cannot iind, in the lively oracles, a single

distinctive mark of deity which is not applied,

without reserve or limitation, to the only be-

gotten son. " All things whatsoever the Father
'' hath, are his.'' JFho is that mysterious ^\'oRD,

that was "in the beghin'uig, with God?" Jllio

is the " Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
" the ending,'^ the first and the last, the Ai-
" mighty?" /F//^ is he that " knows what is in
'* man," because he searcliesthe deep and dark re-

cesses of the heart? JFho is the Omnipresent, that

has promised, '' Wherever two or three are ga-
** thered together in my name, there am I in the
*' midst of them ?" the lio-lit of w hose countenanceo
is, at the same moment, the joy of heaven, and
the salvation of earth? Avho is. incircled by the

Seraphim on higli, and " walks in the midst of
*' the golden candlesticks?" who is in this arisem-

bly; in all the assemblies of his people? in every

worshipping family? in every closet of prayer?

in every holy heart? ^'fVhose hands have stretch-
*' ed out the heavens and laid the foundations of

"the earth?" JVlio hath replenishe<l them with
inhabitants, and garnished them with beauty,

having created all things tliat are in both, " visi-

" ble^ and invisible, whctlier they be thrones, or
" dominions, or principalities or powers ?" 13y xrhcni

do " all things consist?" IVho is " the governor
"among
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'* among the nations, having on his vesture anti
*' on his thigh a name written '* Ki:"!g of Kings
"and Lord of Lords." IVhom is it the Father's

will that '* all men should honour, even as they
*' honour himself?" JVJwm has he Commanded his

angels to worship ? zchom to ohey ? ij^^oxQicliom do
tlie devils tremhle? IVho is qualified to redeem
millions of sinners ^' from the wrath to eome,"
and preserve them, by his grace, to his everlasting

kingdom? IVho raiseth the dead, 'Slaving
" life in himself, to quicken whom he will," so

that at his voice, "' all who are in their graves

*' shall comiC forth;— and death and hell" sur-

render their numerous and forgotten captives?

IVho shall weigh, in the balance of judgment, the

destinies of angels and men ? dispose of the

thrones of paradise ? and bestow eternal life ?

Shall I submit to the decision of reason? Shall I

ask a response from heaven ? Shall I summon the

devils from their " chains of darkness?" The
response from heaven sounds in my ears ; rea-

son approves, and the devils confess— This, O
Christians, is none other than the great God
our Saviour !

Indeed, my brethren, the doctrine of our Lord's

divinity is not, as 3. Jact, more interesting to our
faith, than, as ci principle, it is essential to our

hope. If he were not " the true God," he could
not be '^eternal life." AVhcn pressed dov/n by
guilt and languishing for happiness, I look around
for a deliverer such as my conscience and my heart

and the word of God assure me 1 need, insult not
my agony, by directing me to a creature— to a

man, a mere man like myself! A creature ! a man !

Wy Redeemicr owns my pei^son. My immortal
spirit is his property. When I come to die, I

must commit it into his hands. JMy soul ! My
infinitely precious soul committed to a mere man !

become the property of a mere man ! I would not,

thus, entrust my bodijy to the highest angel who
burns
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burns in the temple above. It is only the " Father
'' of spirits," that can \vci\e property in spirits, and

be their refuge in the hour of transition from the

present to the approaching* world. In short,

my brethren, the divinity of Jesus, is, in the

system of grace, tlie sun to Avhich all its parts

are subordinate, and all their stations reler—
Vvdiich binds them in sacred concord ; and imparts

to them their radiance, and life, and vigour. Take
from it this central luminary, and the glory is de-

parted— Its holy harmonies are broken— The
elements rush to chaos— The light of salvation is

extinguished for ev^er

!

But it is not the deity of the Son, simply con-

sidered, to which the text confines our attention.

We are in the

Second place to contemplate it as subsisting in

a personal union with the human nature.

Long before this epistle was written had he
'' by himself purged our sins, and sat down at the
^' right hand of the majesty on high." It is,

therefore, as '' God manifested in the tlesh ;" as my
own brother, while he is " the express image of the
'' Father's person," as the Mediator of the new-

covenant, that he is seated on the throne. Of this

throne, to which the pretensions of a creature were
mad and blasphemous, the majesty is, indeed,

maintained by his divine power; but the founda-

tion is l^id in his Mediatorial character. I need
not prove to this audience, that all his gracious

oiiices and all his redeeming work originated iu

the lo\-e and the election of his Father. Obedient

to that will, which fully accorded with his own, he

came down from heaven; tabernacled in our clay •

was "a man of sorrows and acquainted with griefs ;*
•

submitted to the " contradictions of sinneis," the

temptations of the old Serpent, and the m rath of

an avenging God. In the merit of his obedience

which threw a lustre round tlie divine lav/ ; and in

\i\^ atonement of his death by which ^' he offered
" himself
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" himself a sacrifice without spot unto God," re-

jDairing the injiuies of man's rebelHon, expiating

sin through the blood of his cross; and concilia-

ting its pardon with infinite purity, and unalterable

truth; summarily, in his pclforming those condi-

tions on which was suspended all God's mercy to

limn, and all man's, enjoyment of God, in these

stupendous '' works of righteousness" are we to

look for the cause of his present glory. " lie
*' humbled himself and became obedient unto
" death, even the death of the cross; wherefore
** God also hath highly exalted him, and given
'' him a name which is above every name; that at
'' the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
*'' things in heaven and things in earth, and things
*• under the earth; and that everv toni>'ue should
'' confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
'' of God the Father." " Exalted" tluis, *' to be
*' a Prince and a Saviour," he fills heaven with his

beauty, and obtains from its blest inhabitants, the

purest and most reverential praise. " Worthy,"
cry the min";led voices of his angels and his re-

deemed, " worthy is the Lamb that was slam to
'' receive power, and riclics, and wisdom, and
*' strength, and honor, and glory,* and blessing."
*^ Worthy," again- cry his redeemed, in a song
A\ hich belongs not to the angels, hue in which
with holy ecstasy, we will join, " worthy art thou,
" for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God
*'by thy blood."

Delightful, brethren, transcendently delightful

were it to dwell upon this theme. But we must
refrain; and having taken a transient glance

at our Redeemer's personal glory, let us turn

to the

IL view which the text exhibits— the view of

his .sovereign rule Thy thuoxe, OGod, isJor

ever am! ever.

The mediatorial ' kingdom of Christ Jesus,

direct( d and upheld by his divinity, is now the

object
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object of our contemplation. To advance Jeho-

vah's glory in the salvation of men, is the purpose

of its erection. Though earth is the scene and
human life the limit, of those great operations by
-which they arc interested in its mercies, and pre-

pared for its consunmiation ; its principles, its

provisions, its issues are eternal. When it rises up
before us in ail its grandeur of design, collecting

and conducting to the heavens of God, millions

of immortals, in comparison with the least of

whom the destruction of the material universe

w^re a thino* of nouo-ht, whatever the carnal mind
calls vast and magnificent, shrinks away into

nothing.

But it is not so much the nature of Messiah's

kingdom on which I am to insist, as its stability,

its administratioii, and t\\t prospects which they

open to the church of God.
Messiah's throne is not one of those airy fabrics

which are reared by vanity and overthrown by
Time: it is fixed of old : it is stable and cannot be

shaken, for

(1.) It is the throne ofGod. He who sitteth on
it is the Omnipotent. Universal being is in his

hand. Revolution, force, fear, as applied to his

kingdom, are words without meaning. Rise up
in rebellion, if thou hast courage. Associate with
thee the whole mass of infernal power. Begin with
the ruin of whatever is fair and good in this little

globe— Pass from hence to pluck the Sun out of
his place— and roll the volume of desolation

through the starry world— What hast thou done
unto him ? It is the puny menace of a worm against

Him whose frown is perdition. " lie that sitteth
^' in the heavens shall laugh."

(2), With the stability which Messiah's God-
head communicates to his throne, let us con-
nect the stability resulting from his Father's

covenant,

N His
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His throne is founded not merely in strength,

but in right. God hath laid the government upon
the shoulder of his holy child Jesus, and set him,

upon mount Zion as his king for ever. He has

promised, and sworn, to '' build up his throne to
'' all generations;" to "make it endureas the days
*' of heaven;" to " beat dov/n his foes before his
'^ face, and plague them that hate him. But my
*^ faithfulness," adds he, " and my mercy shall be
'^ with him, and in my name shall his horn be ex-
" alted. Hath he said it? .and will he not do it?
'' Hath he spoken it, and shall it not come to
*^ pass ?" Whatever disappointments rebuke the

visionary projects of men, or the more crafty

schemes of Satan, *'the counsel of the Lord, that

shall stand." The blood of sprinkling, which
sealed all the promises made to Messiah, and binds

down his father's faithfulness to their accom-
plishment, witnesses continually in the heavenly

sanctuary. '' He must," therefore, " reign till he

*'have put all his enemies under his feet." And al-

though the dispensatidn of his authority shall, upon
this event, be changed ; and he shall deliver it up,

in its present form, to the Father, he shall still re-

main, in his substantial glory, " a priest upon hi^
'•' throne," to be the eternal bond of our union, and
the eternal medium of our fellowship, with the

living God.
Seeing that the throne of our king is as im-

moveable as it is exalted, let us " with joy draw
*' water out of that well of salvation" which is^

opened to us in the

Administration of his kingdom. Here we must
consider its general characters^ and the means by
which it operates.

The general characters which I sliall illustrate,

are the following.

(1.) Mystery. -^He is the unsearchable God,
and his government must be like himself. Facts

concerning both he has graciously revealed. These
we
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we must admit upon the credit of his omti testi-

mony ; with these we must satisfy our wishes, and
limit our inquiry. '' To intrude into those things
^' which he hath not seen" because God has not

disclosed them, whether they relate to his arrange-

ments for this world or the next, is the arrogance

of one ''vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind."

There are secrets in our Lord's procedure which he

will not explain tons in this life, and which may
not, perhaps, be explained in the life to come.
We cannot tell how he makes evil the minister of

good: how he combines physical and moral agen-

cies of different kind and order, in the production

of blessings. We cannot so much as conjecture

what bearmgs the system of redemption, in every

part of its process, may have upon the relations

ofthe universe
J
nor even what may be all the con-

nections of providence in the occurrences of this

moment, or of the last. '^ Such knowledge is too
'* wonderful for us : it is high, we cannot attain

''it." Our Sovereign's " way is in the sea, and
*' his path in the deep waters ; and his footsteps
" are not known." When, therefore, we are sur-

rounded with difficulty; when we cannot unriddle

his conduct in particular dispensations, we must
remember that he is God ; that we are to " walk
" by faith;" and to trust him as implicitly when
we are in " the valley of the shadow of death," as

when his " candle sliines upon our heads."— We
must remember that it is not for us to be admitted

into the cabinet of the King of Kings ; that crea-

tures constituted as we are could not sustain the

view of his unveiled agency; that it would con-

found, and scatter, and annihilate our little intel-

lects. As often, then, as he retires from our

observation, blending goodness with majesty, let

us lay our hands upon our mouths, and worship.

This stateliness of our king can afford us no just

ground of uneasiness. On the contrary it contri

butes to our tranquillity: For we know,

(2.)
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(2. ) That ifhis administration is inystcrious, it k
also tcise.

'' Great is our Lord, and of great power; his

/' understanding is infinite." That infinite under-

standing watches over, and arranges, and directs

all the affairs of his church and of the world. /Fe

are perplexed at ever}' step ; emharrassed by oppo-

sition; lost in confusion; fretted by disappoint-

ment ; and ready to conclude, in our haste, that

all things are against our own good, and our

Master's honour. But " this is our infirmity ;" it is

the dictate of impatience and indiscretion. We
forget the ^' years of the right hand of the Most
''High." We are slow of heart in learning a lesson

which shall soothe our spirits at the expence of our

pride. We turn away from the consolation to be

derived from believing that though we know not

the connections and resuks of holy providence,

our Lord Jesus knows them perfectly. With him
there is no irregularity, no chance, no conjecture.

]Jisposed, before his eye, in the most luminous and
exquisite order, the whole series of events occupy
the very place and crisis where tliey are most
effectually to subserve the purposes of his love.

Not a moment of time is wasted, nor a fragment
of action, misapplied. What he does, we do not,

indeed, know at present, but, as far as we shall be

permitted to know hereafter, mc shall see that his

most inscrutable procedure was guided by con-

summate wisdom ; that our choice was often as

foolish as our petulance was provoking ; that the

success of our own wishes would have been our
most painful chastisement ; would have diminished

our happiness, and detracted from his praise. Let
us study, therefore, brethren, to subject our igno-

rance to his knowledge; instead of prescribing, to

obey ; instead of questioning, to believe : to per-

form our part without that despondency which
betrays a fear that our Lord may neglect his; and
tacitly accuses him of a less concern than we feel

for
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for the glory of his own name. Let us not shrink

from tills duty as imposing too rigorous a condi-

tion upon our obedience, tor a

(3d.) Character of Messiah's administration is

righteousness. '* The sceptre of his kingdom is a
*' right sceptre/' If " Clouds and darkness arc
" round about him, righteousness and judgment
^' are the habitation of his throne." In the times
of old his redeemed ''wandered in the wilderness
'^ in a solitary w-ay ; but, nevertheless, he led them
^' forth by the right way, that they might go to a
'' city of habitation." He loves his church and the

members of it too tenderly to lay upon them any
burdens, or expose them to any trials, which are

not indispensible to their good. It is right for

them to " go through iire and through water,"

that he may " bring them out into a wealthy
'' place"— right to "endure chastening," that
" they may be partakers of his holiness"— right to
^' ha^e tlie sentence of death in themselves," that
they may " trust in the living God, and that his
'' strength may be perfect in their v/eakness." It

is right that he should '^ endure with much long
" surlering the vessels of wrath fitted to destruc-
" tion :" that he should permit " iniquity to
'' abound, the lo\-e of many to wax cold," and
the dangers of his church to accumulate, till

the interposition of his arm be necessary and deci-

sive. In the day of final retribution not one
mouth shall be opened to complain of injustice.

It will be seen that " the Judge of all the earth
" has done right; that the works of his hands
^' have been verity and Judgment," and done,
every one of them, in '' truth and uprightness."

Let us, then, think not only respectfully, but
reverently of his dispensations, repress the voice
of murmur, and rebuke the spirit of discontent;
wait, in faith and patience, till he become his

own interpreter, v/hen " the bea^vens t^hall de-
*' clare
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*' clare his righteousness, and all the people sec
*' his g'loiy."

You will anticipate me in enumerating the

means which Messiah employs in the administra-

tion of his kingdom.

(1.) The Gospel; of which himself, as an all-

suihcient and condescending Saviour, is the great

and affecting theme. Derided by the world, it is,

nevertheless, effectual to the salvation of them
who believe. *' We preach Christ crucified, to the
^^ Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks
'^ foolishness ; but to them who are called, both
" Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and
'* the wisdom of God." The doctrine of the cross

connected with evangelical ordinances— the mi-

nistry of reconciliation ; the holy sabbath ; the

sacraments of his covenant: briefl}^, the whole
system of instituted worship, is the ''rod of the
'' Redeemer's strength" by which he subdues
sinners to himself; rules even *' in the midst of
*'• his enemies;" exercises his glorious authority

in his church, and exhibits a visible proof to men
and angels, that he is King in Zion.

(2.) The efficient means to which the gospel

owes its success, and the name of Jesus its praise,

is the agenci) of the Holij Ghost.

Christianity is '' the ministration of the Spirit."

All real and sanctifvino- knowledoe of the truth

and love of God is from his inspiration. It was
the last, and best promise which the Saviour made
to his afflicted disciples at the moment of parting,
" I will send the Comforter, the Spirit of truth

;

*' He shall glorify me, for he shall take of mine
*' and shall shew it unto you." It is he who
'* convinces the world of sin, of righteousnses,

*' and of judgment"—who infuses resistless vi-

gour into means otherwise weak and useless. *'For
*' the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
'' mighty through God," God the Spirit, '' to the
** pulling down of strong holds." Without his

benediction
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benediction the ministry of an archangel would
never *' convert one sinner from the error of his
*' way." But when he descends, with his hfe-

giving influence from God out of heaven, then
** foolish things of the world confound the wise;
** and weak things of the world confound the
*^ things which are mighty; and base things of
** the world, and things which are despised, yea,
'^ and things which are not, bring to nought
** things which arp." It is this ministration of the

Spirit which renders the preaching of the gospel

to " men dead in trespasses and sins" a rcasonabh
service. When I am set down in the *' valley of
"vision,"and view the bones, 'Weryman^'-and very
'* dry," and am desired to try the effect of my own
ability in recalling them to life, I will fold my
hands and stand mute in astonishment and despair.

But when the Lord God commands me to speak

in HIS name, my closed lips shall be opened; when
he calls upon '* the breath from the four winds to
" breathe upon the slain that they may live," I

will prophesy without fear, — '^ O ye dry bones,
*^ Hear the word of the Lord," and, obedient to

his voice, they " shall come together, bone to his
'' bone; shall be covered with sinews and flesh;"

shall receive new life: and *' stand up upon their
" feet, an exceeding great army." In this manner,
from the graves of nature, and the dry bones of
natural men, does the Holy Spirit recruit the

*' armies of the living God:" and make them,

collectively and individually, '* a name, and a
'^ praise, and a glory," to the *^ Captain of their
^* salvation.

(3.) Among the instruments which the Lord
Jesus employs intlie administration of his govern-

ment, are the resources of the physical and moral
world.

Supreme in heaven and in earth, '^ upholding all

*^ things by the word of his power," the universe

is his magazine of means. Nothing which acts or

exists
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exists, is exempted from promo ti no*, in its own
place, the purposes of his kingdom. Beings

rational and irrational; animate and inanimate;

the heavens above and the earth below ; the obe-

dience of sanctified, and the disobedience of iin-

sanctified, men; all holy sjarits; all damneel~

spirits : in one word, every agency, every element,

every atom, are but the ministers of his M'ill, and
concur in the execution of his designs. And this

he will demonstrate to the confusion of Ids ene-

mies, and the joy of his people, in that " great and

terrible day'' when he " shall sit upon the throne
" of his glory," and dispense ultimate judgment
to the quick and the dead.

Upon these hills of holiness, the stability of

Messiah's Throne, and the perfect administration

of his kingxlom, let us take our station, and
survey the

Prospects which rise up before the Church
of God.
When I look upon the magnificent scene, I

cannot repress the salutation, '^ Hail thou that art

" highly favoured
!"

She has the prospect of preservation, of increase,

and of triumph.

(1.) The prospect ofp7\\scrvatio?L

The long existence of the Christian church

would be pronounced, upon common principles of

reasoning, impossible. She finds in every man a

natural and inveterate enemy. To encounter and

overcome the unanimous hostility of the M^orld,

she boasts no political stratagem, no disciplined

legions, no outward coercion of any kind. Yet her

expectation is that she shall live for ever. To
mock this hope, and blot out her memorial from

under heaven, the most furious ellorts of fanaticism,

the most ingenious arts of statesmen; the concen-

trated strength of empires, have been frequently

and perse\ eringly applied. The blood of her sons

and her daughters has streamed like water; the

smoke
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smoke of the scaffold and the stake, where they

won the croun of martyrdom in the cause of

Jesus, has ascended in thick vohimes to the skies.

The tribes of persecution have sported over her

woes, and erected monuments, as they imagined,

of her perpetual ruin. But where are her tyrants,

and where their empires? the tyrants have long

since gone to their own place ; their names have
descended upon the roll of infamy ; their empires

have passed, like shadows over the rock— they

have successively disappeared, and left not a trace

behind

!

But what became of the church ? She rose from
her ashes fresh in beauty and in might. Celestial

glory beamed around her ; she dashed down the

monumental marble of her foes, and they who
liated her tied before her. She has celebrated the

funeral of kings and kingdoms that plotted her de-

struction ; and, with the inscriptions of their

pride, has transmitted to posterity the record of

their shame. How shall this pha3nomenon be
explained ? We are, at the present moment, wit-

nesses of the fact ; but who can unfold the mys-
tery. This blessed book, the book of truth and
life, has made our wonder to cease. ''The Lord
" her God in the midst of her is mighty,"
His presence is a fountain of health, and his pro-

tection a '' wall of lire." He has betrothed her, in

eternal covenant, to himself. Her living head, in

whom she lives, is above, and his quickening
Spirit shall never depart from her. Armed with
divine virtue, his gospel, secret, silent, unobserved,

enters the hearts of men and and sets up an ever-

la.sting kingdom. It eludes all the vigilance, and
bafHes all the power, of the adversary. Bars, and
bolts, and dungeons are no obstacle to its ap-

proach: Bonds, and tortures, and death cannot
extinguish its influence. Let no man's heart,

tremble, then, because of fear. Let no man
despair, in these days of rebuke and blasphemy, of

O the
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the Christian cause. The ark is launched, in-

deed, upon the floods ; the tempest sweeps

along- the deep; the billows break over her on
every side. Bnt Jello^ ah -Jesus has promised

to conduct her in safety to the haven of

peace. She cannot be lost unless the pilot perish.

Why then do the heathen rage, and the people
'^ imagine a vain thing?" Hear, O Zion, the

word of thy God, and rejoice for the consolation.
'^ No weapon that is formed against thee shall
'^ prosper, and every tongue that shall rise against

'' thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is

*' the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and
their righteousness i.of me; saith the Lord."

Mere ])reservation, however, though a most
comfortable, is not the only, hope of the Church;
she has

(2.) The prospect o^ inci^ecLse.

Increase— from an eftectual blessing upon the

means of grace in places where they are already

enjoyed: for thus saith the Lord, ^' I will pour
*' ^^ater upon him that is. thirsty, and floods
" upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit

*' upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine
'' offspring; and they shall spring up as among
** the grass, as willows by the water courses."

Increase— from the diffusion of evangelical

truth through Pagan lands. " For behold, the
*' darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark-

'Vness the people; but the Lord shall arise upon
*' thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And
** the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings
'^ to the brigiitness of thy rising. Lift up thine
** eyes round about and see: all they gather

*' themselves together, they come to thee: thy
'' sons shall come from far, and thy daughters
** shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt
** see, and flow together, and thine heart shall
*^ fear, and be enlarged ; because the abundance
*' of the sea shall be converted unto thee,

'' the
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'^ the forces of the gentiles shall come unto
'' thee."

Increase— from the recovery of the rejected

Jews to the faith and privileges of God"s dear

children. " Blindness in part has happened unto
'* Israel"— they have been cut off, for their un-

belief, from the olive tree. Age has followed

age, and they remain to this hour, spread over

the face of the earth, a fearful and affecting tes-

timony to the truth of God's word. They are

Avithout their sanctuary, without their ^Messiah,

without the hope of their believing ancestors.

But it shall not be always thus. They are still

" beloved for the fathers' sake." When the
" fullness of the Gentiles shall come in," they

too shall be gathered. They shall discover, in

our Jesus, the marks of the promised Messiah;

and with tenderness proportioned to their former

insensibility, shall cling to his cross. Grafted
again into their own olive tree, " all Israel shall

" be saved." It was "' through their fall that sal-

^' vation came unto us Gentiles." And, '^ifthe
^' casting aAvay of them be the reconciling of the
'' Avorld, what shall the receiving of them be but
** life from the dead?" What ecstasy, my
brethren ! the Gentile and the Jew taking " sweet
*' counsel together, and going to the house of
** God in company !" the path of the swift mes-

senger of grace marked, in every direction, by
the " fulness of the blessing of the gospel of
** Christ"— "' a nation born at once"— the chil-

dren of Zion exclaiming, " The place is too
*' strait for me : give place to me that I may
" dwell." The knowledge of Jehovah overspread-

ing the earth " as the waters cover the sea;" and
ail tlesh enjoying the salvation ofGod !

This faith ushers in a

(3.) Prospect of the Church— the prospect of

triumph.

Though often desolate, and '^ afflicted, tossed

''with
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*- with tempest and not comforted," the Lord her

God will then " make her an eternal excellency,"

and repay her sorrows M'ith triumph.

—

Triumph— in complete victory over the ene-

mies who sought her hurt. " The nation and
kingdom," saitli the Lord, "that will not serve
*^ thee shall perish

;
yea those nations shall be

*' utterly wasted.—The sons also of them that
** afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee;
^' and all they that despised thee shall bow them-
'' selves down at the soles of thy feet; and they
" shall call thee the city of the Lord, the Zion
" of the Holy One of Israel." That great enemy
of her purity and her peace, who shed the blood
of her saints and her prophets, the Man of
** Sin who has exalted himself above all that
'' is called God," shall appear, in the whole
horror of his doom as the " son of perdition,
^' whom the Lord shall consume ^vith the spirit

" of his mouth, and shall destroy Mith the bright-

**nessofhis coming." The terrible but joyous
event shall be announced by an angel from hea-

ven *^ crying mightily with a strong voice, Baby-
** Ion the great is fallen, is fallen !" " Alii:i i ia,"

shall be the response of the Church universal,
*' Salvation, and glory, and honor, and power,
*^ unto the Lord our God, ; for true and righteous
" arc his judgments ; for he hath jutlged the great
** whore which did corrupt the earth with her
'* fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his
** servants at her hand !" Then, too, " the accuser

"of the brethren"'— "that old serpent which is

"the Devil," shall be cast down, "and bound
" a thousand years that he shall deceive the

"nations no more"— This will intruduce the

Church's
Triumph— in the prevalence of righteousness

and peace throughout the world.
" li( r people shall be all righteous." The voice

of the blasphemer shall no longer insult her ear.

Iniquity
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Iniquity as ashamed shall stop its mouth, and
hide its head. "- All her officers shall be peace,
*' and all her exactors, righteousness." " The
^' kings of the earth bringing their glory and
'* honor unlo her," shall accomplish the gracious

promise, ^' The mountains shall bring peace to
'' the people, and the Httle hills by righteous-

ness." Her prince whose throne is for ever and
ever, '^shall judge among the nations, and shall re-

*' buke many, people; and they shall beat their
*^ swords into plow-shares, and their spears into

^'pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword
** against nation, neither shall they learn war any
'^ more !" Every man shall meet, in every other

man, a brother without dissimulation. Fear and
the sword shall be far away, " they shall sit every
*' man under his vine, and under his jig-tree, and
'' none shall make them afraid." For thus saith

the Lord, " Violence shall no more be heard in thy
" land, wasting nor destruction within thy bor-

*'ders; but thou shalt call thy walls, Salvation,
*' and thy gates. Praise."

Triumph— in the presence of God, in the com-
munion of his love, and the signal manifestation

of his glory. *' Behold the tabernacle of God shall
'' be with men, and he w ill dwell with them, and
'' they shall be his people, and God himself shall

•' be with them, i?iid be their God." Then shall

be seen, '' the holy Jerusalem descending out of
" heaven from God," which "shall have no need

"of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it;

" for the glory of God shall lighten it, and the
" Lamb shall be the light thereof And the na-
" tions of them which are saved shall walk in the
" light of it,— and they shall bring the glory and
" honor of the nations into it; and there shall in

" no wise enter into it any thing that defileth,

" neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or
^•' maketh a lie : but they which arc written in the
*^ Lamb's book of life."

—

Such
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Such, according to the sure word of prophecy,

uiil be tlic triumphs of Christianity ; and to tliis

issue all scriptural etibrts to evangehze tlie hea-

tlien contribute their share. That mind is pro-

fane, indeed, which repels the sentiment of awe;
and hard is the heart which feels no bland emo-
tion— But let us pause— You exult, perhaps, in

the vievv' of that happiness which is reserved for

the human race; you long for its arrival; and are

eager, in your place, to help on the gracious work.

It is well. But are there no heathen in this

assembly.^ Are there none wdio, in the midst of
their zeal for foreign missions, forget their own
souls ; nor consider that they themselves '' neglect
" the great Salvation ?" Remember, my brethren,
" that a man may be active in measures which
shall subserve the conversion of others, and yet
perish in bis own iniquity. That very gospel

which you desire to send to the Heathen, must be
the gospel o^ your salvation; it must turn yoic
'' from darkness to light, from the power of Satan
" unto God;" it must make iioic "meet for the
" inheritance of the saints," or it shall fearfully ag-

gravate your condemnation at last. You pray,
*' Thy kingdom come." But is the "kingdom of
" (iod within z/02^ .^" Is the Lord Jesus "in you,
" the hope of glory .^" Be not deceived. The
name of Christian will not save you. Better had
it been for you " not to have known the way of
"righteousness"— better to have been the most
idolatrous Pagan— better, iniinitely better, not to

have been born, than to die strangers to the par-

don of the Redeemer's blood, and the sanctifying

virtue of his Spirit. From his throne on high he
calls; calls, my brethren to you, " Look unto me,
" and be ye saved, for I am God, and there is

" none else. Seek ye the Lord, while he may be
" found; call ye upon him while he is near; Let
" the wicked forsake his way; and the unrighteous
" man his thoughts ; and let him return unto the

" Lord,
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'^ Lord, and he will have mercy upon him ; and to
^' our God, for he will ahundantly pardon."'

On the other hand, such"^ashave ''tied for refuge

*' to lay hold on the hope set before them," are

commanded to be " jovful in their kini>\" lie

reigns, O behever, for thee. Tlie stability of ins

throne is thy safety. The administration of his

government is for thy good; and the precious

pledge that he '' will perfect that which con-

cerneth thee." In all thy troubles and in all thy

joy " commit thy way unto him." He Aviil guard
the sacred deposit. Fear not that thou bhait
*' lack a.ny good thing"— Fear not that thou
shalt be forsaken— Fear not that thou shalt fall

beneath the " arm of the oppressor." '' He went
" through the fires of the pit to save thee; and lie

will stake all the glories of his crown to keep

thee." Sing, then, thou beloved, '' Behold, God
'^ is my salvation ; I will trust, and not be afraid;
'' for the Lord Jehovah is my strength and mj
*' song; he also is become my salvation."

And if we have '^ tasted that he is gracious:"

if wp look back with horror and transport upon
the wretchedness and the wrath which we have
escaped, with what anxiety shall we not hasten to

the aid of our fellow men, who are "sitting in the

region and shadow of death." What zeal will be
too ardent; what labour too persevering; what
sacrifice too costly, if, by any means, we may tell

them of Jesus, and the resurrection, and the life

eternal ! Who shall be daunted by diificulties, or

deterred by discouragement? If but one Pagan
should be brought, savingly, by your instrumen-

tality, to the knowledge of God, and the king-

dom of heaven, will you not, my brethren, have an
ample recompence ? Is there here a man who
would give up all for lost because some favorite

'liope has been disappointed? or who regrets the
worldly substance which he has expended on so

divine an enterprise? Shame on thy coward spirit

and
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thine avaricious heart ! Do the Holy Scriptures,

does the experience of ages, does tlie nature of

things justify the expectation, that we shall carry

war into the central regions of delusion and

crime, without opposition, without trial ? Shew
me a plan which encounters not fierce resistance

from the Prince of Darkness and his allies in the

human heart, and I will shew you a plan which

never came from the inspiration of God. If

Missionary effort suffer occasional embarrassment:

if impressions on the heathen be less speedy, and
powerful, and extensive, than fond wishes have
anticipated: If particular parts of the great sys-

tem of operation be, at times, disconcerted : if any
of the " ministers of grace" fall a sacrilice to the

violence of those whom they go to bless "in the

''name of the Lord;"' these are events Avhich

ought to exercise our faith and patience; to wean
us from self-sufficiency; to teach us where our

strength lies, and where our dependence must be

fixed; but not to enfeeble hope, nor relax dili-

gence. Let us not '' despise the day of small
*' things." Let us not overlook, as an unimpor-

tant matter, the "cery cristence of that Missionary

spirit which has already awakened Christians in

different countries from their long and disho-

norable slumbers, and bids fair to produce, in due

season, '' a general movement of the church upon
'' earth." Let us not, for one instant, harbour the

ungracious thought, that the prayers, and tears,

and wrestlings of those who " make mention of
'' the Lord." form no link in that vast chain of

events by M-hich he " will establish, and will make
" Jerusalem a praise in the earth." That dispen-

sation which of all others is most repulsive to
'' flesh and blood," the violent death of faithful

Missionaries, should animate Christians with new
resolution. " Precious in the sight of the Lord
'' is tlie death of his saints." The cry of mar-

tyred blood ascends the heavens; it enters into

the
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^' the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth." It will give

him no rest till he '^ rain down righteousness"*

upon the land where it has been shed, and which
it has sealed as a future conquest for him who '' in

*' his majesty rides prosperously because of truth,
*' and meekness, and righteousness."

For the world, indeed; and perhaps for the

church, many calamities and trials are in store,

before the glory of the Lord shall be so revealed,

that " all flesh shall see it together/' '' I will

shake all nations," is the divine declaration, ''I
"" will shake all nations ; and the desire of all na-
^* tions shall come." The vials of wrath M'hich

are now running, and others which remain to be

poured out, must be exhausted. The '' supper

*' of the great God," must be prepared, and his
*' strange work," have its course. Yet the Missi-

onary cause must ultimately succeed. It is the

cause of God, and shall prevail. The days, O
brethren, roll rapidly on, when the shout of the

isles shall swell the thunder of the Continent

:

when the Thames and the Danube, when the

Tiber and the Rhine, shall ^all upon Euphrates,

the Ganges, and the Nile ; and the loud concert

shall be joined b}'- the Hudson, the ?vlissis.ippi, and
the Amazon, singing with one heart and one voice,

Alleluia ! Salvation ! The Lord God omnipotent
reigneth !

Comfort one another with this faith, and with
these words.

Now, "Blessed be the Lord God, the God of
^^ Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. And
^^ blessed be his glorious name for ever: And
'• LET THE WHOLE EARTH BE FILLED VvJTIi HIS

Amen and Amen !"

THE
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SERMON. IV.

The JVORK of the HOLY GHOST, 4^c.

Rom. X.— U, 15.,

How then shall they call on him in whom they have

710 1 believed? And hoiv shall they believe in him

ofxvhom they have not heard? And hozv shall they

hear without a Preacher? And hotv shall they

preach except they be sent ? As it is xvritten,

how beautiful are thefeet of them that preach
the gospel of peace^ and bring glad tidings of
good things !

X HE province of duty, to which I am appointed

by the seiTice of this day, is one of the most inte-

resting, in which I have ever been engaged, dur-

ing the whole period of my ministry.

When I look round, and behold this numerous
congregation, and connect with it in idea, the

grand ol)jcct proposed from the assembly ; when I

call to mind the promises of God, concerning the

extension of tlie Redeemer's Kins^dom in the

latter a«:es; and stand convinced from all cor-

responding circumstances, that the period is

hastening fast upon us : while the gracious com-
missiop
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mission of our departing Lord, given to liis disci-

ples in the very moment of his return to glory,

still vibrates in the ear; and while I see here an as-

senibly of the faithful, gathered from every part of
the kingdom, as ifmoved by one and the same prin-

ciple, for this veiy purpose, to follow up their Lord's

command, and to send forth his everlasting gospel,

from pole to pole, and *'from the river even- to the
*' endsof the earth:'" T feel animated in the delight-

ful prospect ; I begin to anticipate the dawn of
that happy day,. ^' whose sun shall no more go
''down:" and behold already in idea, ^'Ethiopia
*' and Seba, with the multitude of the isles, as
'* stretching forth their hands unto God."
And although, in the recollection of the office

assigned me upon this occasion, personally consi-

dered, no doubt, there are circumstances enough,
sumciently discouraging, to damp the ardor of
my mind; yet however conscious of my own
iiicoinpetency, to advance any thing new, or inte-

resting, on the subject which hath now for several

years called up the public attention ; 1 cannot but
be emulous to bear a part, however feeble that

part may be, in so glorious a cause : neither would
I, upon any consideration whatever, forego the

pleasure, resulting from the consciousness, that I

am here engaged in the very first and best of all

possible concerns ; and the object for which I

stand forth this day before you is no less, under
the hope of divine help, than to subserve in the

promotion of the glory of God, and the final

happiness of man.
Indeed in following up the great design of this

day's service I am happily anticipated, in almost

every part of it, by the labors of my predecessors,

in the department of preaching. » They have said

all that need be said, or in fact all that can be
said, in bringing forward a subject, which carries

with it its own recommendation. And it were
altogether inexpedient to go over the ground

aii'ain
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again which they have so successfully trodden

;

either, in contending for the importance of send-

ing the gospel to the unenlightened nations of the

earth, or in pointing out the best methods, under

the divine blessing, of performing such errands of

mercy. Their observations have been given in

before you with so much strength of judgment,

and in terms so decisive and unans\\'erable, that

I can neither add to the mass of evidence they

have brought forward in favor of the measure,

nor to the eloquence they have displayed upon the

occasion.

But, while in this advanced stage of the Missi-

onary concern, I stand 'here this day under very

many and peculiar advantages from the labors of

those gone before me in the oBice of preaching,

there is one point always open for discourse con-

nected with our subject, on which too much cannot

be said, nor can it be too strongly insisted upon. I

mean, tlie absolute necessity that all Missionary

undertakings for the spread of the Redeetners

Kingdom must (to render them prosperous) he

under the influence and direction of the Redeemer's

Spirit. Tliis forms the principal feature in the

words whicli I have just read to you from the

writings of the .ipostle Paul. And if I do not

greatly err, it forms no less the principal feature

in the promotion of the gospel itself. It is to this

department of the divine science, and with a pe-

culiar reference to the object of this day's meet-

ing, that I very humbly solicit the . attention of

my present audience.

I am free to confess, I have my fears that this

great and leading point of doctrine is not suffici-

ently kept in view, neither doth it so much en-

gage attention in the province of preaching, as its

importance demands, even by those Ministers who
preach "' the truth as it is in Jesus." We arc

accustomed to hear indeed, from preachers of this

complexion, of the Spirit of God, and of the Spirit
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of Christ ; but the Holy Ghost^ in his office, work,

and character, as engaged in the economy of our

redemption, is not held up to our \'iew as he ought,

agreeably to the nature of his own '* eternal power
*' and Godhead." And yet, a moment's considera-

tion is enough to convince any truly aAvakened

mind, that as the word of God hath so decidedly

shewn the mystery of our holy faith, in the funda-

mental doctrine of the Trinity; and as plainly

assigned to each of the Persons in the Godhead
their peculiar and distinct part, in the scheme of

redemption; we do'not surely follow the teachings

of those scriptures, neither are we true to our own
profession in the faith of them, M'hile speaking-

only of the Person and operations of tzco, and the

Spirit of those two, without the necessary distinc-

tion of the Person and operations of the tJiird

also : (so we speak for the better apprehension of

our su])ject.) And more especially, when we are

so plainly taughr, that the whole efficient means

of our salvation, as it concerns every individual

person who is made the happy partaker of it, is,

from beginning to end, the work of the Holy
Ghost.

I conceive a subject of this nature to be, of all

others, the most highly interesting to Preachers of

the Gospel: while it is no less intimately con-

nected with the professed object o\^ \hc Mlsiwjiarij

Socittif, And as the Apostle, in the words I have

chosen to speak from, evidently points out its

importance, I make no apology in calling your

attention to it.

The Sacred Writer, in a verse or two preceding

my text, had been considering the precioiisness of

salvation, under that sweet character of it Avhich

must for ever endear it to every heart, namely, that,

-as it originates not in human merit, but is solely

.the result of divine mercy, it looks with the same

friendly aspect upon all ranks and orders of men.
'' 'iheie is no ditierence," saith the Apostle, " be-

tween
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*' tween the Jew and the Greek, for the same Lord
'* over all is ricli unto all that call upon him/'

As if he had said, so extensively heneficent is the

dispensation of grace by Christ Jesus, that, like

the rain and the dew, and the light of heaven, it

visits with its oeneral iniluence as well the hum-,
blest shrub as the loftiest tree : no place, nation,

or climate, being excluded from its saving mercy.
'^ For whosoever," the Apostle adds, ''shall call on
'' the Uvame of the Lord shall be saved."

But here a difficulty seems to arise in the

Apostle's mind, to thwart all hopes of success in

the auspicious consequences of the gospel, among
those nations where the gospel hath never come.
'' How then shall they call on him," says the

Apostle, " in whom they have not believed? And
*' how shall they believe in him of whom they have
*^ not heard? And how shall they hear without a
*' preacher? And how shall they preach except
" they be sent? As it is written, how beautiful
" are the feet of them that preach the gospel of
^' peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!"

Tiiere is an elegant arrangement in those Avords

of the Apostle; by which the argument itself

which he had princij)ally in view is made tp rise,

by a climax, into the most finished and unan-

swerable conclusion.
" How shall they call on him in whom they

*' have not believed ?" Strictly and properly speak-

ing, this is impossible. A belief in God's grace

must precede the voice of supplication for tlie ex-

ercise of it. For it is a maxim of common sense,

as well as the unerring doctrine of revelation, that
'' he Avho Cometh to God must believe tliat he is

"

There must be, as our Lord himself beautifully ex-

presses it, a " seeing the Son, and believing on
''him:" that is, somewhat more than a hearsay

account of his person and offices must be obtain-

ed ; for I cannot trust my soul, with a hearty

confidence, into the arms of Jesus for everlasting

Q salvation
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salvation, until I know who Jesus is, and tht
grounds upon which that dependence is to be
placed in him. The grace of faith, therefore, must
go before the exercise of prayer.

This conviction, however, only leads the

Apostle to another difficulty, and Avhich he im-
mediately subjoins to the former. If it be impos-
sible to call upon God, until a belief in God hath
been fully established in tbe mind, " How sliall they
'^ believe in him of whom they have not heard?"
Here the hope of salvation seems to be fled farther

from our grasp than it was before. Humimly
speaking, there doth not appear tlie least proba-

bility that this shall ever be accomplished in

nations remote from the sound of the gospel: for

if an apprehension of the mind must be obtained

preparatory to the conviction of the heart, unless

Jesus and his gospel be made known by the natu-

ral medium of information, a belief in his salvation

cannot take place. '' Faith cometh by hearing,
'' and hearing by the word of God."

Neither is this all; for as we advance in the

argument, we only discover greater obstructions in

our way. Like the man ascending the hill, higher
objects rise before him, in proportion as he comes
near the summit.

However indispensably necessary it is in itself,

that the ignorant and uninformed nations of tlie

earth must be brought acquainted ^ith the pre-

cious truths of the gospel, before they can
receive the smallest degree of faith, upon the

hopes and promises of it; yet, whik^ li\ing beyond
the sound of salvation, the thing is utterly impos-
sible: ^^ How shall they hear witliout a ]>reacherr""

That some one or other must speak to them on the

subject is evident, or, from the dictates of nature,

they can never acquire it; for if they observe any
form of religious adoration, they will not only

worship an unknown,* but an unheard-of God.
And
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And too plain it is,
'' the world by wisdom know

**not God."
And lastly, by way of clenching the argument,

the apostle brings forward another mig-lity ob-

stacle, and M'hich, however lightly considered by
some, is, in my apprehension, by far the most for-

midable of the whole. " How shall they preach",

says he, ^' except they be sent?" For the gospel,

considered as such, is a system of divine pardon

and peace to a lost world. But the herald who
brings the olive-branch in his hand must be com-
missioned to the orlice. No man can properly

make overtures of peace in the name of another,

unless delegated by him as his ambassador for the

purpose.

Mistake me not. There may be, and God knows
there is, but too much reason to fear, that many
assume this office uncalled, and run unsent.

But what saith God of such characters? " I have
^' not sent them, yet they run; I have not spoken
'' to them, yet they prophesied." And is it not to

such causes must be ascribed, in many mstances,

the very awful events we see in this our day and
generation, of the little success attending the

ministry? What I am contending for, and what
indeed I am fully authorised by the words of the

Apostle to insist upon, and with an emphasis pro-

portioned to its vast importance, is this : that ex-

cept the Preacher be actually commissioned by
Him in whose name he is supposed to speak, and
by whose authority he goes forth, his labor is vain;
'' How shall they preach except they be sent."

But suppose we invert the medium, by which
we have been looking at the subject ; for evi-

dently, this is what the apostle all along had in

vievv^ in the argument, that by a well known
figure in rhetoric, he might establish a fact, yet

more strongly, by adopting negative prepositions,

to form the doctrine affirmatively. Imagine,

that one and the same God who hath founded
salvation
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salvation, commissions his heralds to go forth in

the proclamation of it; and that he who gives to

our poor fallen nature, redemption in the righte-

ousness of his dear Son, removes all obstructions

out of the way to the reception of it, in the hearts

of his people : thus qualifying the preacher to

speak, while he gives the hearer grace to hear:

then all those blessed consequences, which the

text by implication declares necessary, will fol-

low; when from hearing, sinners are led to be-

lievCy and from beliei'ing, to call upon the name
the Lord ; that they may *' receive the end of
" their faith, even the salvation of their souls."
*' Beautiful" indeed, " will be the feet," and we
may add, sweet will be the voice, of them, ^' who
" preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
^' tidings of good things."

The text thus analyzed, if you gather the seve-

ral parts contained in it, into their separate and
distinct particulars, there will be found resulting

from the whole, this interesting doctrine: namely,
that, " the glorious gospel of the ever blessed
*^ God," is, in itself, a system of the richest

mercy, admirably adapted to the circumstances

of man: for the promotion of his welfare in this

life, and in that which is to come. But that the

eventual happy consequences of this divine dis-

pensation, in every instance where it is rendered
efi'ectual, must depend upon the knowledge and
cordial reception of it ; and that knowledge and
reception can only be communicated by that

power and authority in which it originated. And
lastly, that to every individual to whom it thus

comes divinelv commissioned, those blessed

effects will invariably follow, which the great
author of it hath himself appointed, to " make
" wise unto salvation through the faith which is

*^in Christ Jesus."

Fro;n this very plain and obvious sense of the

Apostle's words, in the text, my intention is, (as

God



ESSENTIAL TO THE SUCCESS OF MISSIONS. 125

God the Holy Ghost shall be pleased to enable) to

raise a subject, which may best correspond to the

general analoo-y of scripture on this momentous
doctrine: and at the same time answer the par-

ticular purposes of our present assembly.

The method I propose to myself, in the ar-

rangement of my discourse, is this I shall in the

Jirst place, take a short view of the nature and
tendency of our holy faith, in order to manifest

that it fully comes up to the apostle's description

of it, when he calls it " the gospel of peace, and
*' glad tidings of good things."

1 shall then go on to consider, in the second

place, somewhat more particularly, as the prin-

cipal feature in the apostle's words, and which is

to form the principal feature in my sermon; the

absolute necessity of the Spirit's work, both on
them that preach, and them that liear, this gospel

of salvation; for the apostle lays the greater stress

on these points, that there must be a concur-

rence of both causes, to render the whole effec-

tual: " How shall they hear without a preacher?
*' and how shall they preach except they be
'' sent?"

When I have performed these distinct services,

and have gone over both branches of the subject,

a very short train of observation will be sufficient

under the third division of my discourse, to de-

monstrate, tliat in every instance Avhere the great

Head of his Church and People is pleased to send

his holy word, we have the fullest confidence to

hope, that he will give '^ the hearing ear and the
" seeing eye, the understanding and believing
^^ heart," for the reception of it ; that, as an apostle

speaks, from being led '' to believe that Jesus
" is the Son of God, in believing they may have
'^ life in his name."

I only detain you one moment, before I enter

upon the investigation of each of tlie particulars

I have proposed, to beg* an interest in your prayers,
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that SO much of divine teaching may accompany
Avliat I have to say, that an experimental proof of
the doctrine itselt may be witnessed in our present

assembly. May God the Holy Ghost, to whose
province it pecuHarly belongs to send forth

])reachers, and to open the hearts of hearers, may
lie be so graciously with us, in our present ordi-

nance, that " our gospel may come to you not
'' in word only, but in power, and in much assu-
*' ranee of faith."

First then, according to my proposal, I am to

take a short view of the nature and tendency of
our holy faith, in order to manifest that it fully

comes up to the Apostle's description of it, when
lie calls it, "The gospel of peace and glad tidings
*' of good things."

It is probable that this part of my sermon may
be considered, by some, as a superfluous service,

in the opening of the nineteenth century, to bring-

forward an encomium on the gospel, by way of
proving its beneficial consequences, on the hu-
man mind. And 1 would to God, if it were his

blessed will, that it had been altogether inexpe-

dient. But you need not, I am sure, be told, that

the reverse is the real state of the case. Perhaps
there never was a period, take it altogether, since

the reformation, in which it became equally neces-

sary as at present, to dwell more frequently,

or to insist with more express energy, on the pure

and distinguishing'doctrines of the gospel.

The very profession of Christianity is, Avith

multitudes, no other than a name; and the very

reason for Mhich they are called Christians, is,

from having been born under a Christian meri-

dian. And what forms a contradiction in terms,

but yet, in reality, is among the prominent
points in the fashionable creed of the day, is, that

while many of this description pride themselves

upon their j)rinciples of morality, and aftect to be

\cyy zealous advocates for all virtuous conduct

;

they
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wish to detach both from their necessary dej^en-

dance upon tlie gospel : a conduct this as weak as

it is \ingenerous. I or in the very moment such

partizans of modem philosophy treat the distin-

p-uishino; doctrines of our holy faith with con-

tempt, as matters, merely speculative and ininte-

resting, it is, in fact, to that very faith they arc

indebted for aU they know of true and genuine

morality.

And what hath the gospel done to merit sucli

ungenerous treatment from mankind ? If iu

insistuig upon its peculiar and distinguishing-

principles, by which it comes recommended
to the necessities of tlie human state, it were

justly impeachable with tolerating licentiousness,

or countenancing inmiorality ; then, in this case,

it is confessed, there would be a foundation for

the hue and cry which infidelity is continually

raising, to run down the more important doctrines

of the gospel. . But you know full well, and those

of our enemies v» ho blow the loudest blast of the

horn of contention know also, chat while the

sweetest notes of the gospel, on which all the

true followers of tlie Lord Jesus Christ love to

dwell, are those which tell us that " we have
" redemption in his blood, even the forgiveness
" of sins, according to the riches of his grace;"

we no less bless God, that " that grace of God
" which bringeth salvation teacheth us," and

through the constraining influence of the Holy
Ghost, no less enableth us " to deny ungodliness
'' and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righte-
'^ ously, and godly, in this present w^orld."

And had 1 the time, or would your patience

permit, I might enter upon a large field of dis-

course in gathering together the evidences of the

gospel, in confirmation of what 1 say. Tor
nothing, I am persuaded, within the limits of

language, can open a more copious subject for tlie

display of the most lively eloquence, and the

callin:r
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calling up all the animation of the human heart. But
my object will be more to compress than to am-
plify. All 1 Vv'ish, and particularly upon the pre-

sent occasion, is, to rescue the gospel from the

imjust reproaches of its enemies, by representing

its real loveliness of character, and by stating it

in its own plain and unadorned principles, to de-

monstrate thereby its vast importance in promot-
ing the best interests of man, both as it respects

his situation in this life, and in that which is to

come. And I the rather confine myself to this re-

presentation of it, because it is under this express

feature of character the apostle himself hath
considered it, in the text ; and which indeed

makes the best appeal to every heart, to forward

its beneficent properties, by the dispersion of
it through the earth. For here indeed it is, in the

fullest sense of the word, " glad tidings of good
*' things." And I shall but barely do this when I

say, that in its merciful accommodation to the

circumstances of mankind, there is nothino* left

unsaid, nothing left unfinished, nothing left undis-

covered, for enlightening, and, by consequence, im-

proving, the human mind. But as far as is

necessary to be known, or perhaps I might add,

as far as the understanding is capable of receiv-

ing information, or improvement, in the present un-

ripe state of our faculties, every thing is taught in

the gospel, which through the Spirit's application

to the heart, can form our nature for comfort here,

and happiness hereafter.

In proof of this, consider man in that state of

unrenewed nature, in which the text takes up the

subject, in first beholding him, (and which it

should be observed presupposes what all the cor-

res])onding affections of the human heart, when
unbiassed by prejudice and frdse education, loudly

confirm :) as he is in himself, and in all his sur-

rounding circumstances, a child of sin, of igno-

rance, and of sorrow. His introduction into the

world,
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world Is in a state of helplessness, and indigence;

and, considered as to the faculties of his mind,

though formed with a capacity of receiving kno^\-

ledge when imparted to him, yet, Avithout this

information, he never can acquire a clear appre-

hension of those important truths, which make
either for his present or future welfare.

He is altogether ignorant of himself, and of the

purposes for which he is brought into this state of

being. He is equally so respecting any apprehen-

sion of divine things. He knows nothing either

of the being or of the providence of God, or of

those events which belong to his government. He
is conscious, however faint the voice from within

speaks, that there is an essential difference be-

tween right and wrong, between good and evil.

For, as an apostle observes, '' the Gentiles, Mdio

'^lave not the lav/, are a law unto themselves:
'' which shew that the work of the law is written
*' in their hearts, their conscience bearing w^itness,

" and their thoughts the mean while accusing, or
*^ else excusing one another." But, while consci-

ous of this difference, he finds a stronger propensity

to evil than to good. And while aware, that in

the various departments of his conduct all is not

right ; and that there may be, and very probably

there v/ill be, a day of account and ofretribution
;

he feels the power in himself too feeble, at times,

to restrain evil, and the bias too weak to incline to

what is good.

But this is not the whole portrait of human
infelicity. The drapery requires yet stronger

colouring. Added to the distresses which, in de-

fiance of all attempts to suppress, will not unfrc-

quently arise, with great violence in the mind,

from tb.e forebodino-s of o;uilt: he finds a multi-

tude of sorrows, both within and without, from
other sources, springing up to trouble him. He
sees and feels, thougli unable to explain how, or

from what cause they come, that '' man is born"

R a*
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as naturally " to trouble as the sparks fly upward."

And even in bis brigbtcst bours, and in tbe en-

joyment of bis most innocent comforts, death

continually hovers over all. And, in the many
bereaving providences Avbich a life of any con-

tinuance is called to the exercise of, so very frail

and so very fe<^ble, are all the props which we
sometimes, in the pleasantry of the moment, ven-

ture to call happiness, that they are breaking down
and giving way every hour.

And what, if possible, is worse than all ; when
the hour of a man's own dissolution is at band,

and the stroke appears inevitable, the anxiety

is then awakened, if tbe mind feel at all, in the

dreadful uncertainty of M'hat is beyond the grave
;

and the soul, immortal as it is in itself, longing

for a future life, is yet awfully alarmed at what
that life may be ; conscious of nuicb guilt, and
yet unconscious of any means of atonement

:

Gracious God! I tremble at the picture which I

liave (bawn, of a state so truly calamitous; and
A\ biich can only be justly conceived by what the

the sacred writer, in his strong ligurative language
calls, " tbe land of darkness, as darkness itseitj

'' where even the light is darkness."

It is impossible for tbe mind to form adequate
conceptions of the real misery of such a state, be-

cause in this happy region of light and knowledge
there are none so totallv destitute of all informa-

tion on those interesting points, as to be altoge-

ther void of some little inlluence from tbe know-
ledge of them. We imbibe, from the very cradle,

a kind of historical understanding, which serves

at least to annise, and to aiibrd occasional circum-

stances of hope. But, to see the full eliects of
misery in tbe benighted mind, let your imagina-
tion take wing, and fly across tbe Atlantic,

Fancy that you are landed on any one of those

dark islands, which our Socict]i hath in view in

sending the gospel to its inhabitants, ^\ bere the

nam a
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of Jesus hath never been licard, nor his gospel

known. Tigure to yourself some poor, distressed

creature, pining away under the sorrows of

our nature; (for misery is the same in every

climate,) and while groaning under anguisli of

spirit from any of the evils of tliis life, or from
the secret apprehension of greater evils wliich may
follow in the world to come, wliat think you would
be his feelings, were you to communicate to him
what you and I know concerning those precious

truths of our most holy faith? What a volume of

information would be at once opened to his mind
when you unfolded before him those rich dis-

coveries, which the blessed gospel of Jesus afibrds,

for softening the evils of this life, and removing
all the apprehensions of another.

I cannot stay to particularise, for in this case

the subject would be endless ; and to enumerate all

that the gospel saith, either in a way of instruc-

tion or comfort, would be little short of rehearsing

the whole bible. But let your imagination run

through the subject, of what might be said, (for I

confess my power of description fails,) and then

conceive what day-light would pour in upon the

soul when you related to a poor creature of this

description what you could tell him of the mercy
of God the Father, of the person, offices, and
relations of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and of all those

sweet and interesting particulars, which are conti-

nually manifesting themselves in the gracious in-

fluences of the Holy Ghost ? How would the tear

dry up, and the countenance brighten, at the rela-

tion of those glorious discoveries, which faith hath
made, concerning the events of this preliminary

state, and the glory which is to follow? AVhat
shall I call this, what can any man call it, but
what an apostle, in the text hath done, ^' the
^' gospel of peace, and glad tidings of good
*' things?"

But, perhaps, it may be said, (for indeed it

hath
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liath again and again been said,) that admit-
ting this to be very true respecting the gospel
itself, yet certain it is, from whatever cause it

comes, that the conduct of multitudes of its pro-

fessors, doth not illustrate its importance in so-

ciety. However iw'theorij it appears highly cal-

culated to induce such beneficent consequences,
m practice its eflects are not answerable. With
many it is merely a speculative knowledge float-

ing iir the imagination, but descending not to the

regeneration of the heart. And in the great mass
of mankind, among nations professing the eternal

truths of the gospel, it is no more than the mere
name. Persons therefore of this complexion, who
form their judgment of the principles of the gospel
by the lives of many of the professors of it, make
this the ground of objection to its utility ; and
argue against the expediency of its being further

propagated.

And to be sure, if the religion of the Lord Jesus
"vv^as to be measured by this standard, in its effects

on the minds of thousands who take shelter under
its wing, but have never felt (if I may be allowed
the figure) the life-giving power of its incubation,

the warmest advocate for the promotion of Chris-

tianity would be chilled in all his advances to

establish it.

Perha])s the enemy of the gospel would go fur-

ther in the argument, and call upon us to reverse

our imagined flight across X\\q Atlantic; and in the

place of it to suppose, that some unenlightened hea-

then from those regions of darkness were to visit

this island, and drop doAvn in the midst of one of
the public streets of this great city, lie would
say, let the uninformed stranger be conducted
about from place to place, and take a leisurely and
distinct survey of that open and avowed profane-

ness and impiety which is every where manifested
toward God ; and that great mass of fraud,

treachery, and dissimulation, which is continually

breakino'
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breaking forth in ten thousand instances ^.between

man and man. And then, let this poor foreigner

be toki, after lie hath seen enough to form his

opinion of the characters before him, that these

are among the professors of the religion of Jesus;

and that this land, of all otlicrs, is that A\hich is

said to be under the meridian light of Christi-

anity— what would be his ideas?

I pause— I feel the full force of the argument,

and dare not attempt to confute what is in itself

unanswerable.

But while I admit all that will be demanded on
the ground of this question, and blush in the idea

that there ever should exist such palpable incon-

sistencies between profession and practice, I must
as firmly demand whether these things are justly

chargable on the gospel itself? In the circum-

stances of common life we never conclude a prin-

ciple bad from the ill use, or the ill application, the

worthless make of it. And. wherefore any man
should venture to draw conclusions unfavorable to

the pure and holy religion of the Lord Jesus, be-

cause many have dared ^^ to name the name of
'^ Christ, and yet have not departed from iniqui-
^* ty," is hard to say. If there had been a single

authority to be found in the New Testament to

give any countenance to such conduct, the infe-

rence might have been just. But you know the

reverse of this to be the real state of the case. The
universal precept is this, " Whatsoever things are
'^ true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever
'• things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
" whatsoever things are lovely, M'l)atsoevcr things

*' are of good report; if there be any vir-

tue, or if there be any praise, think of these
" things.

Allow me then only to assume, a\ hat I hope no
candid person is disposed to deny, that the gospel

itself stands free and un impeached from these

pervertions; and I am ready to meet the objec-

tion
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tion in all its force; for it only proves what above
all things I am very anxious should be proved, by
way of introduction to what I proposed under the

second branch of my discourse ; tliat somcwliat

more than head knowledge is necessary in order to

produce tlie dcsireci^f"fleets of the gospel ; and I

have acconiplishedNlll that I desired or intended

from the first branch of my seiTuon. Be it allowed

then, that tiie gospel itself is a rich system of

mercy, admirably adapted to the state and circum-

stances of mankind: but to i>:ive it ener<j;y in the

heart it requires somewhat more than any outward

operation.

I proceed now to the second particular pro-

posed, namely, to shew herefrom, the absolute

necessity of the work of God the Holy Ghost in

the heart, both in them that preach and in them
that hear the gospel of salvation, in order to pro-

duce its eventual happy consequences. '' How
''shall they hear without a preacher? And how
'^ shall they preach exce])t they be sent?"

In the prosecution of this part of my subject, it

will be necessary, for the better apprehension of it,

to observe, that what the apostle so strongly re-

commends, by way of question, is among the most
important points of the gospel. For M'hen he de-

mands, '^ How can they hear w^ithout a preacher?
'' And how can they preach except they be sent?"

he only adopts a bolder figu.ire of speech, to insist

upon the necessity of it. It is as much as to say,

every mission of the gospel, in order to ensure

success, must be divinely appointed. And, in my
poor apprehension, it is, I confess, an object of the

fu'st magnitude in the scheme of faith, and never

to be lost sight of, that, unless God the Spirit, to

whose province, in the dispensation of grace, this

pecuHarly belongs— unless He sends forth the

preacher and blesses the hearer, (to use the ner-

vous language of the prophet,) .

*' the one sows to

'' the wind, and the other to the whirlwind."
To
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To trace the sacred footsteps of God in this

great work of the divine economy, as instanced

in our salvation, so as to discover in every minute
particular, the direct and express act of eacli of

the Persons of the Godhead, according to the

several oifices described in scripture, as their sepa-

rate and distinct operations; this is reserved, no
doubt, for the enjoyment of the faithful, M'hen

they shall have come to the perfection of their

being in a future state, and all their intellectual

faculties are ripened into glory. Yet, to mark
tlie outlines of this dispensation of mercy, in be-

holding the gracious advances made towards

the highly favoured objects of divine love, in the

several manifestations of the Godhead, this forms

the suitable employment of the present life; and
with these we are furnished in scripture, so as to

form the clearest conceptions.

As in our creation the o-lorious work is said to

have occupied the joint agency of the sacred

Three, so in redanpiion all the persons are repre-

sented as being jointly engaged in the work, and
alike interested in the glory and praise resulting

from it. And it is worth}' your closest attention,

that the unerring scriptures of truth, as if to afford

somewhat for the mind to lean upon in its better ap-

prehension, of these sublime parts of the doctrine

of faith, have condescended to point out some
more peculiar and distinct operations of eacli, by
way of ascertaining certain particularities of ciia-

racter, by which the manifestation of each might
l^e more distinctly observed and known. Thus, to

God the Father is peculiarly ascribed, in the glo-

rious work of redemption, the act of choosing,

constituting, and appointing, the Lord Jesus

Christ, as the great covenant head of his people,

and his people in him. God the Son is peculiarly

spoken of, as having accomplished redemption by
his blood and righteousness, and w rouglit every
tiling essential to salvation, in his person audoihcG;s.

And
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And to God the Holy Ghost belongs the effectual

application of" all the mercies of the covenant, in

the instance of every individual who is made the

happy partaker of them, from beginning to end.

And hence baptism is commanded by the Lord
himself, to be administered in the joint name !

and consequently the persons so baptised are de-

dicated to the joint glory and service, of the

Father, Son, and lioly Ghost. Hence, the faith-

ful are blessed in the same form, and the favor

of each is distinctly prayed for, when, by way of

benediction, is desired, ^' the grace of our Lord
*• Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the

*' communion of the Holy Ghost" Thus, while

sufficient manifestations are make of the part

which each condescends to take in the economy
of redemption, at the same time the gracious acts

of one are so much the acts of the other, that in

the same moment we contemplate each Person as

the glorious object of our love, and reverence,

and praise; the unity of the divine nature is never

for a moment lost sight of, nor in danger of being

forgotten. Though distinct acts, yet jointly ope-

rating ; and though sufficiently detached to mark
the peculiar agency of one from the other, yet all

harmonising together in the accomplishment of

one and the same purpose, in the covenant of

grace. Like the beautiful, specific, yet undivided

colors of the rainbow; which, though in themselves

perfectly distinguishable from each other, so as to

be clearly seen and defined, and afibrding every

thing desirable in order to ascertain the diversity

of colours
;
yet at the same time they are so inti-

mately blended and interwoven, that it is impos-

sible, with the nicest eye, to discover Avhere the

one begins, or the other ends.

I have thought it necessary, for the better ap-

prehension of the subject, to introduce the impor-

tant doctrine, which is to form the second branch

of my sermon, of the Spirit's work, with just

sketchin«:
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sketching the outlines of the divine agency in

general. That particular part of it connected with

the sending forth Missionaries to preach the gos-

pel, and Avhich is peculiarly the office of God the

Holy Ghost, will herefrom more fully appear.

That God the Spirit hath exercised a peculiar

and distinct office-work, in the dispensation of

grace over the church of the Lord Jesus, from the

very first dawn of revelation, cannot he the sub-

ject of question. I should think it indeed an im-

peachment of the understanding of the audience

whom I have now the happiness of addressing,

were I to suppose it necessary to bring forward

evidences in confirmation of so plain a truth.

The subject itself, I confess, is among the most
interesting that can possibly engage attention;

and it would form, no doubt, the most pleasing,

as well as the most profitable, of all studies, to

search, from the beginning, the goings forth of
Him, whom the apostle calls " The Spirit of
Christ;" and which he tells us Avas in the minds
of the fathers, "when testifying beforehand the
" sufferino's of Christ and the o-lorv which should
" follow." But having elsewhere* very largely

dwelt on these points, in separate and distinct

discourses, it will be sufficient for my present

purpose to advert only to such evidences, in proof

of the Holy Ghost's agency in the church, as occur
in the new^ Testament only, and to but a small part

of these.

In that memorable conference wliich the Re-
deemer held with his apostles, the evening before

his sufferings and death, the principal topic on
Avhich Christ dwelt was concerning the person,

and offices, and character, of the Eternal Spirit.

He taught them, in the plainest terms, the

several manifestations by which the Spirit should

^-evealhimseif to their hearts, and by which they

should

* See my Sermons on the Deity and Operations of the Holy Ghost •

s
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discover his gracious presence and operations-

Tliat it was liis i^.cculiar ollice '* to take of the
" thhig's of himself, and shew unto them. That
'' He should guide them into all truth." That
" He sliould bring all things to their remembrance.
*' whatsoever he had taught them." And, in

short, so essentially necessary was the work of his

grace in their hearts, that the whole efficiency of

the Redeemer's n\erits to the necessities of his

people, could pnly result from his divine agency.

And in a more particular manner, in reference to

tlie work of the ministry, the Redeemer absolutely

restrained the exercise of the commission he had
given them, of ^' going forth into all the world,
" and preaching the gospel to every creature,*'

until the descent of the Holy Ghost. They were
commanded to '^ tarry in" the city of '^ Jerusalem
*' until that they were endowed with power from
*' on Iiigh." And then they were " to be v;it-

*' nesses unto Jesus, both in Jerusalem and in
*' all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter-

'\ niQst part of the earth." And hence, we are told,

in conformity to this, upon every occasion '^ they
*' v/ent forth aud preached, the Lord Arorking
" with them, and confirming tlie word by signs
*" following."

Now, if with this leading trait in view, you
consult the word of God for evidences in proof
of it, you will fmd that in all the subsequent

appointments to the ministry, the ordination of
the Holy Ghost yvds considered as the sole autho-

rity by which the commission of the preachers

because valid.

In the appointment of a successor to the office

of the traitor c/w6!^r/^, the apostles ventured not to

give their voices, until by prayer they had im-
plored direction from God, to know whom he
had chosen. And tlmt this appointment originated
peculiarly in (jod the Spirit, seems decidedly
jroved from a very memorable circumstance of

his
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his gracious interposition upon this occasion.

In the church at AntiocJi as the disciples minis-

tered unto the Lord, and fasted, the lioly Ghost
said, " Separate ^>^;: Barnrd)as and Saul for the work
^' whereunto I have called them." And after

this ordination, we are told, ''tiiey dismissed them
" to the work, heing sent forth by the Holy
''Ghost."

And as the Lord the Spirit com.missioncd to the

ininistry, so we find also the same Lord restrained

fiom it. For when Faul and Timotheus assayed

to go into Bythinia, it is expressly said, that
" the Spirit suilered them not." And, indeed, so

much did the Apostles wait for his direction and
influence upon all occasions, in the circuit of their

preaching, that when, from a vision of the night

v/hich Paul had respecting Macedon, they drew
this conclusion, that " the Lord had assuredly

'^caUed them to preach the gospel there;" and on
the other hand we are told, (and perhaps from

similar intimation,) that "they were forbidden, of
" the Holy Ghost to preach tlie word in Asia."

In short, so truly conscious were the apostles, in

all their ministration, of acting under the imme-
diate authority and influence of the Holy Crhost,

that Paul solemnly thanks God, upon various

occasions, for the whole success of his ministry.
'' For this cause," (says he to the church of the

Thessalomans,) '' thank we God without ceasing,
*' because when ye received the v^'ord of God
" Avdiich ye heard of us, ye received it not as

" the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word
" of God, which eifectually worketh in you that

"believe." "Our Gos])el came not to you in

" v/ord only, but also in power, and in the Holy
" Ghost."
And as the success of the preacher's labors

wholly depends upon his being called to the work,

and sent forth by the Spirit's immediate direction,

so, no less, to render it effectual to the hearer, the

^ same
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same Almighty power must dispose the heart to

receive '' the truth in tlic love of it."

A heautiful proof of tliis we have, in point, in

the instance of PauTs preaching. He liacl been
called over to MacedGii in an extraordinary M^ay,

by the ministry of a vision, to preach the gospel.

And the apostle himself was periectly satisijed in

his own mind, that the direciion was from above.

But yet, as if to shew the church, that unless the

same Lord, who sends the preacher, opens the heart

of the hearer to the cordial reception of the truth,

it cannot be efl'ectual, we are expressly told that,

in the instance of a poor woman called Lyuia, it

was ^' the Lord who opened htr heart, so that she
*^ attended to the tilings which a\ ere spoken by
^' Paul." And this serves to explain to us the

reasons of those questions which we meet with
directed to the churches, and which, from their

frequency, seem to have been very common.
^^Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye
*^ believed?" '^ Know ye not that your body is

*' the temple of the IJol} Cihost which is in you?"
^' If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is

*' none of his."

I have been more particular in the selection of

authorities on this grand point of the gospel than
I otherwise should have been ; not because it is not
one of the plainest truths of the Bible; but because
it is so generally thrown into the back ground of
preaching: and I feel extremely anxious that the

doctrine should be brought forward and placed on
its own plain and incontestible principles. We
live in a very awful day. And there are not
only hcarc7\s, of whom it may be truly said, like

the church oi' EphC'^K^s, they have not so much as

heard "whether there be any Holy Ghost;" but
there are /?rc^c7?e;\s' (how shall I speak it?) M-ho are

50 blind to all that concerns his divine influences,

as to assert the suspension of his operation since

the days of the apostles. As if the immediate fol-

lowers
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lowers of our Lord needed his aid, and the subse-

quent periods of the churcli were competent with-

out it!— as if the world had been ripening in

grace, and the Spirit had withdrawn, because

mankind were holy enough without it! — as if

God the Holy Ghost felt no longer concern for

tlie church of tlie Lord Jesus, and >\ as becon)e,

therefore, a spectator inattentive to lier best

interests

!

Holy and Eternal Spirit ! is it not to be ascribed

to the unceasing influences of thy grace, in that

patience and long-sutfering which thou hast exer-

cised in thy church, that those lips have not been

closed in everlasting silence, which have dared to

treat thy person and operations with contempt 1

For my part, may " my tongue cleave to the

'M'oof of my mouth," when I cease to speak of

Thee and thy divine teachings, as the sole cause

from whence we derive ail our knowledge of the

Father's love, or the Saviour's grace ! And may it

be my portion, Vvdiatever reproaches it brings upon
me from a carnal and ungodly world, uniformly to

assert, agreeably to thy divine teachings, that in

the instance of every individual believer who is

the object of the Father's everlasting love, and
the Saviour's redeeming grace, that to thee he

owes the saving application of both, and is there-,

by made " willing in the day of thy power."

Forgive me, my reverend Brethren, if I express

myself on a subject of this most interesting nature

with more than ordinary warmth. There is but

one heart that I have a right to be jealous over in

this numerous assembly; and of that one I know
enough to know, that it needs the perpetual inllu-

fnces of the Holy Ghost to restrain, to teach, and
to regulate it. But I know too well, at the same
time, thedeceitfulness of the human heart at large,

not to be convinced, that the matter is of so gene-

ral a nature, as to demand the earnest examination

pf all. An opportunity like the present will pro-

bably
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bably never again be afforded me on tliis side tlic

grave. I dare not, therefore, be unfaithtul. I

presume not to teach. Bat I venture to suggest

the SLibject of inquiry to your most serious consi-

deration. And it will be a ble^jsed appropriation

of what I have said, if the very calling up your
attention to it, should lead every minister home
with more av/akened sentiments than v/iien he

came here, to consider the infinite impprtancc of

the tiling* itself, in bein<>: commissioned to the

work, in every renewed instance of our ministry^.

by the Holy Ghost.

Are vv^e not all Missionaries to our respective

conoreo-ations ? Do we not know, that unless

sent forth by the Holy Ghost we shall "^ labor in
^' vain, and spend our strength for nought?" Are
we not here to consider the important object of

sending Missionaries to foreign parts? and shall

we not be solicitous to know that we ourselves are

sent of G od ?
s

I may, for ought I know, be singular; but I do
not hesitate to say, that to the want of this di-

vine commission nmst be ascribed (what other-

wise would appear paradoxical in life, and is a fact

as extraordinary as it is. common) that there are

men who both write and preach, and some of

them apparently with earnestness, on all the great

points of the gospel, while by their conduct in per-

secuting the real professors of vital godliness, they

plainly prove that they have '' no part or lot in

*' the matter." John, the apostle, strikingly de-

fines their character. '' They went out," he saith,

*' from us, but they were not of us, for if they had
*^ been of us they would no doubt have continued
*^ with us ; but they went out that they might be
*' made manifest, tliat they were not all of us."

1 consider them only, as so many Barristers^

whom this world's interest, hath retained, on the

side of revelation : and wlio, but for the profit, would

as readily have come forth on the opposite side of

tho
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the question. And is it not (I ask the question

v/ith great awful ness) is it not such, our Lord
himself had in view, when he said, *' Many shall
*' say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
*' prophesied in thy name, and in thy name cast
'^ out devils, and in tJiy name done many wonder-
*^ ful works? and then will I profess unto them
*' I never knew you, departfrom me all ye workers
*' of iniquity."

I proposed to be but short, under the third

division of my discourse, arid shall be much more
^o, than I originally intended, from luning so

m.uch trespassed, under the foregoing particulars.

And indeed, I have anticipated, all that I designed
to say, under this branch of my subject, in tlie

establishment of the doctrine itself, and which
once established, every hearer must be compe-
tent to discover the evident conclusion wliich

arises out of it. For let it be supposed only, that

God is the teacher, and that both Minister, and
People, are brought under his divine influence;

then all the arrows in the gospel quiver, being
directed by his unerring hand, will come with a
convincing powTr, and that precious efi^'ect Paul
speaks of, will be felt, in every assembly :

" the
" secrets of the" awakened '' heart v/iil be made
'' manifest; and so, lalling down on his face, the
*' hearer Avill worship God, and report, that God
*' is in that zvord of a truth."

Wc have a striking instance, related in history

by Ruffinus^ of this divine operation, which took
place at the council of Nice, A godly man, of no
great learning, became an instrument, in the hand
of God, of converting a learned. Philosopher, oa
whom the Bishops' arguments, had had no weight.
The converted Christian gave this apology for

himself '' Wliilst you reasoned with nve," fiard he,,

'' against words, 1 opposed words; and what was
*' spoken, I overthrew by the art of speaking :

*' but when, instead of words, povvcr came out of
*" the mouth of the speaker, words could no longer
*^ withstand truth, nor man resist the power of
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From this iiuliictlon of particulars, the doc-^

trine of the text is fully proved, and established.

How important soever salvation by Jesus Christ

be, to the Vv'orld at large; men cannot hear, with-

out a preacher ; neither can they preach, except

they be sent. But when God the Spirit, commis-
sions the one to sj)eak, and enables the other to hear;

then will be, " beautiful the feet of them who
*' preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings
" of goovd things."

I shall not have full}'- answered the purpose for

-which 1 stand up before you this day, if so much
of this divine teaching, has not accompanied my
feeble ministry, as to carry conviction to every

heart, both of the infinite importance o^ missionarij

undertakings themselves, for the spread of the

gospel; and of directing your minds to seek the

Spirit's influence, as the only possible means to

render those undertakings successful.

If the gospel of Christ be what the text de-

clares it to be, and what I have endeavoured
imperfectly to prove, '^ the gospel of peace, and
glad tidings of good things;" and if in its whole
tendency and design, it be so admirably adapted
for advancing the temporal, and eternal happiness

of mankind ; then it will follow, that to promote
its extension through the earth, must form the

noblest act of human benevolence.

And do not forget, that the same gospel which
points to the Spirit's work, as the sole cause of
glorifying the Lord Jesus, naturally iniplies, that

God carries on his designs by human instrumenta-

lity. If Ministers cannot successfully preach, ex-

cept they be sent, neither can churches hear

Avithout a preacher. So that, while an entire de-

pendance is founded on the power of God, the

province of man is as clearly defined. Hence,
therefore, there is a call upon every heart, to co-

operate in so glorious a design, whenever a mis-

sion is undertaken for the promotion of Christian

knowledge. And I cannot suifer myself to sup-
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pose that there is a single person present, whom
the grace of God hath inchnecl to attend our ser-

vices this day, that can need the least stimulus,

to a duty of this nature. Who indeed can look

over a vast region ^' sitting in darkness, and the
*' shadow of death," unaifected, unfeeling, un-

concerned !

But while these considerations have a general

claim, on every mind, there are some with whom
they plead with more resistless eloquence. You,

who have knoMU what it is to be brought out of

darkness into God's marvellous light ; vvho have

felt the misery of the human state by nature, and
have tasted that the Lord is gracious : what shall

I say? you, to whom the Lord Jesus, is at this

moment precious, in his Person, in his offices, in

his Character, and in all the fulness and suitable-

ness, of his salvation: is it not the earnest desire

of your soul, that the mercy you have found

should be extended to others? Are you drinking

of that river of life, " the streams of which make
*' glad the City of God;" and do you not wish,

that your Neighbour's parched ground may be

refreshed also? Nay, independent of ail other

considerations, if Jesus be dear to you, is it not

the first object of your soul, that his Name may
be great, and his Praise may be sung, from " the

rising to the setting of the sun;" and that the tro-

phies of his grace, may correspond to the greatness

of his salvation?

In calling upon you for your exertions, in

promoting the divine glory through the earth,^ I

would desire to point to a department of useful-

ness, in Mhich the poorest of the Lord's faithful

People, will find ample scope for exercise. It

may be, that many a gracious soul is circum-

scribed, by the scantiness of his circumstances,

from putting fortli his helping hand, in acts of

liberality equal to their wishes. Yet such Ccri,

and I hope do serve the cause of Jesus, by their

supplications at the Mercy seat. And if you feel

interested, in those sacred moments, when draw-

T
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ing iii^j^h a throne of grace, for the Salvation of
the (lark and henighted parts of the earth ; re-

mind God of his promises, and plead with him,
for the fulfilment of that scripture, in which he
hath said " He will give the heathen to his Son
"' for an inheritance, and the uttermost parts of
*' the earth for a possession !" Tell God the Father
what the Lord Jesus Christ hath done and
wrought. Tell him of his own faithfulness and
truth to a thousand generations. Plead with him,
(for he hath said, that *' for these things Avill he
'^ he enquired of hy the house of Israel, to do it for
'^ them;") plead with him for his own glory; for

his own name's sake; and by every argument
which arises out of the state of man. Implore the

luiiversal Father of mercies, and God of all grace,

in behalf of a miserable, wretched, sinful, (King
world. And let the animated resolution of the

prophet be your resolve; " For Zion's sake will I
'^ not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake w41l
'^ I not rest, until the righteousness thereof go
*' forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof
*^ as a lamp that burneth."

And, Avhile a desire for the extension of the

Redeemer's kini>dom through the earth thus occu-
pies your most awakened concern, and calls forth

the voice of prayer and supplication, it will not
be deemed, I hope, a digression from the main
subject of my discourse, if I intreat an interest in

your prayers for the Jllissiojuf 7^1cs who are at home.
There are dark villages and remote corners of
our own country, in wliich, respecting gospel

light, the inhabitants sit as " in the region of the
*' shadow of death." Some few pious ])crsons,

commiserating their situation, have stepped forth

to their relief, and by means of little tracts, and
otlier pious labors, have endeavoured to diffuse

the knowledge of the Lord Jesus and his gospel
among them. jMucli good hath already been done
by this means, and more remains yet to be accom-
plished. And as every mau hath his sphere of use-

fulness in the little circle where he moves, however
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small and contracted it may be, suffer me to hope
that the bare mention of the thing itself will

induce every one that hears me, both to promote
the extension of divine knowledge by his prayers,

and by the circulation of those religious books
which, under grace, are so admirably calculated

for this purpose.*

But chietiy You, who are called '^the Priests of
"the Lord; whom men call the Ministers of our
'' God;'- with what an accumulation of argument
are you called upon, to follow up all these, and
every other possible method of forwarding the

interests of your God and Saviour through the

earth. It would ill become me to point out the

numberless methods by which, under the divine

blessing, this great object may be accomplished.

But still keeping in view the leading design of

my sermon, I do venture to suggest, that both in

our endeavours to extend the knowledge of the

Lord abroad, and in our respective congregations

at home, if we are anxious to be brought under
the Spirit's leadings and influences, we shall cer-

tainly adopt the most effectual means to render

our labors successful. The imagination can
hardly form suitable ideas of the blessed conse-

quences which m^ay be supposed to follow, when
both JMinisters and people are brought under the

rich anointings of God the Holy Ghost. For while

the one is thus enabled with meekness "to receive
" the engrafted word, which is able to save their

'souls;" the other may, with humble confidence,

be led to hope, that his going in and out among
the people will be " in the fulness of the blessing
" of the gospel of Christ."

And allow mc yet further to observe, (and which
is by no means the least interesting part of my sub-

ject) that while the congregations of tlie faithful,

as well ministers as people, are thus perpetually

taught to keep in view the necessity of the Spirit's

work in every step that is taken in the path of sal-

vation, we remove at once thereby all those stumb-

ling blocks out of the way which are thrown up

* See the Publications of the Religious Tract Society.
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Oil the one hand by the supposed free-ivill of human
ability ; and on the other hand by the assuynedji^tt-

dom of those who would turn " the grace of our
*'God into lasciviousness." There can be no li-

cence given to the errors of either, while the advo-
cate ioxjree agency is unceasingly reminded, that

it must be "God that worketh in him, both to will

"and to do of his good pleasure:" and the man
of licentiousness is solemnly taught, that they only
" who are led by the Spirit ofGod are the Sons of
" God." For if " they Hve after the fleshy they
" shall die; but if, through the Spirit, they mor-
" tify the deeds of the body, they shall live.

Finally, Brethren, may God the Spirit, of whom
I have presumed to speak, graciously bless all the

exertions which his wisdom shall be pleased to di-

rect for the extension of the Redeemer's name and
glory through the earth. One circumstance con-

nected with our subject is particularly striking,

of which I would beg to leave the full impression

upon your minds. In your endeavours to promote
the kingdom of Jesus, you have the pleasing

thought of being engaged, not only in the best of

causes, but in one w^hich must ultimately be suc-

cessful. There are no peradventures here, nothing
precarious or uncertain. "The earth shall be full

" of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover
^* the sea." " I have sworn by myself, saith the
" Lord, the word is gone out of my mouth in
'^ righteousness, and shall not return, that unto me
** every knee shall bow, and everv tongue shall

"swear."
Great God I We wait the fulfilment of thy

blessed promises ! We lo.ig for the dawn of the

latter-da}^ g'A^i'y • Hasten, in thine own appointed

time, theaccom.plishment of it ; wlien "a little one

"shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong

"nation." When at " the name of Jesus every knee
"shall bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth,

"and things under the earth: and every tongue
"shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the

" glory of God the Father," Am EXr
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Gorcley Lieut. Gosport 110
Grafton Mrs. Rumford 110
Graves Mr. B. Lewisham 10 10
Green Rev, iVIr. and Con-

gregation, Hull 12 16
Green :\lr. Southampton 10 6
Greenwood Mrs. Hull, 2 2

Griffin Rev. Mr. and Friends

Portsea 3 13 o

H
Hall Mrs, Hull l 1

Handscomb Mr. Newport-
Pagnell 110

Hardy Mr. Newton-Garth,
near Hull 2 2

Harris Rev. Mr. and Con-
gtegation, Fordham 8 17 7

Hauxwell Mr W. Hull 1 1 o
Hayter Mr. Thomas Gosport 2 2 O
Healey Mr. Geo. Hull 1 1 o
Henwood Mr. Portsea 110
Heudebourk Mr. William
Taunton 5 .*>

Hogg Rev. Mr- Thrapston l i o
Hogard Mr, Bath 2 2 O
Hopper Mrs. Scarborough 1 l o
Hoskins iMr. T. Gosport 1 1 o
Home Rev. Mr. Maccles-

field and Congregation 10 o
Hillyard Rev. JMr. and

Congregation Olney 7
Hinderwell Thomas ."Mr.

Scarborough ,5 .5

I

Jacob Mr. A. Southampton o 10 6
Jackson Mr. T. Portsea 2 2 o
Jackson Rev Mr. Warmin-

ster I 1

Jackson Mrs. ditto i j o
Johns Mr. W. Chelmsford I i

Jones Rev. Lewis Durham o lo r.



CON.T RIB UXORS.

Brought forward 46o 11

Jones Mr. T. Chester 10 o

Jones Rev. Morgan, Tre-

lech and Chapel Evan,
Caermarthenshire 9 2 1

Jones Mr. B. Haverford-

west 2 Years 2 2 o

Jones Mr. Jos Hull lo 6

Jones Rev. B. and friends,

Haverfordwest 6 16 6

K
Kelso, a Collection 12 13

Ker Mrs. Sarah, Hull, 1 1

Kilpin i\Ir. Newport-Pagncll 110
Kingsbury Rev. Mr. South-

ampton 110
Ditto, a Friend by him 2 2 o

King Mr. Shecrness 110
Kitchener Mr. Bury-St.-Ed-

munds 110

Lacy Mr. Scarborough 1 f o
Lambert Rev Mr. Hull 110
Ditto, a Friend by him 21
Lambert Mr. S. A. Hull 110
Lang Mr. Mansfield 10
Lawson I\Ir. Sheerness O 10 6

Lawson Rev. IVlr- Dumfries 110
Levitt Mr. W. Hull lie
Levitt Mr. Rob. ditto 1^ 1

Levitt Mrs. M. ditto o 10 6

Lobb J . W. Southampton 5 5 o

M
Macall Rev. Mr. by Mr.

Piatt 1 1 o

Macklin Mr. Southampton 2 2

Mackay Mrs. Whitby, a

Legacy by her 10 o

Marsh Mr. S. Swannage lie
Maunsell Rev. Dr. Limerick 2 2 o

Mannsell Rev. Geo. Dru-

mereu 2 2

Maunsell Rev. Thomas
Knock to Place 110

Mayo Mr. T. Oxford 110
Miller Mr. Rob. Weymouth 2 2

Minchin T. Mr. Cosport 5 5

Morgan Rev. Mr. Henllan-

amgood, Caermarthen-

shire a 11

Morse Mr. Sheerness 110
Muirhead Mrs, Portsea 2

MulUnger Mr. Geo. Sheer-

ness 1 1

583 14

Brought forward 583 14 »
Muncaster Mr. a Friend by
him 2 2

N
Newbald Mr. Cha. Hull 1 1

Newcastle Friends of the

Society 12 11 5
North John Mr. Portsea 1 o o
N. A. by Mrs. GifFord

Jersey '

2 2
N. W. Tweedmouth, Dur-
ham 110

Parker Mr. Gosport I*' 1

Parry Mr. Salop 5 5 O
Pennythorne Mr. Scarboro' i l

Piercy Mr. Bedworth, War-
wickshire 110

Popplewell 3Ir. Hull 1 1 o

R
Ramsden Mr. Southamp. 11*
Randall Mr. ditto 5 5
Rhoseyceran, near Fifh-

guardj Pembrokeshire, a

Collection of Christ-Ch.

Meet, by Rev. J.
Meyler 3 10 O

Richardson Mr. Havant 110
Riddell Mr. Hull 1 1

Robinson Rev. Mr. Drumerea 110
Robinson Miss, Portsea 110
Rusher Mr. Reading lo 6
Rust Mr. Hull 2 2

Sanders Mr. W. South-

ampton o 10 6
Sanders Mr. R. ditto o lo 6

Ditto Mr. J. ditto 1 1 o

Sanderson Mr. Berwick 2 2 o
Sawden Mr. Hull lie
Scott Rev. Mr. Matlock,

2 Years 8 8 o
Scottman Mr. Oxford lie
Shackles Mr. Hull 1 1 o
Sherrington Mr. Gosport o lo 6

Shuttleworth Mrs. Great-

Bowden 5 o o
Simons Rev. Mr. Pauls Cray

2 Years 2 2 o
Skinner Mr. Bristol 2o o o
Slatterie Rev. Mr. Chatham lie
Sloper Rev. JMr. and

Friends, Devizes lo « o

684 1 3



CONTRIBUTORS.

6 o

1 1

5 /)

1 1

Brought forward 684 1 3

Smelle Rev. Mr. and

Friends, at Grimsby,

Castor, and Melton, Lin-

colnshire 4 6

Skeel Rev. Mr. Trefgarn.,

Pembrokeshire

Smith Mr. Scarborough

Smith Mr. Dursley

Smith Mr. Hull

Southampton, Collection

Rev. Mr. Kingsbury

Spyve Mrs. Mary, Hull

Stephens Rev. Mr. and

Congregation, at Aberdeen 18 15

Stirling Society, per Rev

Mr. Campbell

StroudeMr. Bath

Sturges Mr. Sheerness

Surnam Rev. Mr. and

Friends, Chcsham 4 4 o

Stracke Rev. xMr. Hatshau-

sen. East Friesland 5 o o

16 fi

1 1

61 3

2 2

o lo

Taylor Rev. -Mr, and Con-

gregation, Colchester

Taylor Mr. J. Southampton

Taylor Mr. S. ditto

TavlorMr. R. ditto

Taylor iMr. W. ditto

Taylor Mrs. ditto

Thompson Mr. Gosport

Thompson Mr. Hull

Thresher Rev. Mr. Abing-

don
Thring Mr. and Family,

Wilton
Todd Mr. W. Hull

Ditto Mr. J. ditto

Toomer j\ir. Southampton
Townsend Rev. Mi-, and

Congregation Ramsgate

Tyler Kev. Mr. Bray toft

4. o
2 o

3 o

1

1

2

16 lo
I o

Brought forward 863 iB s-

Yoke Mrs. Gosport 1 1 o

W
and

863 It]

Walker Rev. Mr,

Friends, Peppard

Warren Mr. Bath

Watson Mr. Swanland

Webb Mrs. Portsea

Webster Mr. J. Benhall,

Suffolk

Weaver Rev. Mr. Salop

Wells INIr. JJalton

Westcomb IMr. Gosport

White Rev, Mr. Morblethorpe

White IMiss, by Mr. Binks,

Durham
Williams Mr. Southampton

Williams Mrs. Bath

Wilkins Mr. Sheerness

Woodford R. Southampton

Wright Mr. Hull

A Good Woman, Gosport

Ditto ditto

Ditto ditto

Ditto ditto

Ditto ditto

Ditto ditto

Yockney Rev. Mr. and

Friends, Staines I'i o o

Lambert Rev. Mr. a Ser-

vant by him for Dr,

Vanderkemp o i o

Total amount of C'-ntribu-

tions from the Country,

Carried to Acct. Curt. 892 19 3

1



ACCOUNT
OF

DISBURSEMENTS
MADE BY

The TREASURER,

REV. Mr. Johnson, late Chaplain to the Colony at Port-
Jackson, for advances made by him on account of the
Society

43 13 7
Rev. Mr. Eyre for sundry disbursements made by him on ac-

count of ditto, as per accounts delivered j-;i g «
Cash erroneously carried to to the Credit of the Society in last

^

year's account, being Subscriptions intended for another
Society

James Conn for boarding and lodging Mr. Cran, Miffionary
Candidate 16 lo 6

Rev. Mr. Morris for ditto and ditto Mr. Turner ditto 5 <? o
Rev. Mr. Waugh, for disbursements made by him, as per ac-

counts delivered o -
t) 11

Rev. Mr. Towers for ditto as per ditto 3 1 4
Tho. Harclie, for Books jq

Sundry drafts paid on account of the Million to the South of
Africa 635 18 6'

Saml. Finder, for disbursements made by him as per accounts
delivered

Rev. Mr. Piatt, for Board, Lodging and Education of Joseph
Hodges, ihe Otaheitan Boy a^ 5 c

Mr. Lee, CoUcftor to the Society, his per centage on 870I. 43 10 o
Rev. Jchri Hill yard, in Newfoundland, paid his drafts,

amounting to rr^ q q
Dr. Hamilton, for disbursements made hy him 860
Geo. Meriton, paid by him on account of the Society 5 5 o
Mr. Marcos, paid him 4C)o o o
Ditto ditto when in the King's-Bcnch jj 1 q

J. F. Schultz on account of Mr. Marcos 10 3 8
•

,577 6 5
On account of Tracts distributed to the French Prisoners 163 11 o
Expcnccs of Freight, &c. incurred on account of Books re-

ceived from Holland and forwarded to the Cape 9 14 o
Advanced on account of the MilTionarics from Germany 76 12 10
Messrs. Frcy and Pidgeon, advanced on their account 3 ^ o
Rev. Mr. Forsyth, Miflionary to India, jiaid on his account 60 o o
John Mitchell, Miffionary to Canada, paid his draft for 20 o o
Mr. Cooke, paid him Custom-house charges on Books sent to

the Cape jo 13 ©

2092 6 2

69 4 5



DISBURSEMENTS.

Brought forward

Mr. Andrew, the balance of his account of expences incurred

by the Natives of Otahcite

Edinburgh Midirnirv Society, for advances made by it on ac-

count of the Miffionary Students Millar and Taylor

Sierra Leone Company, paid the b.ilance of their accounts of

advances made on behalf of the Foulah MifTion

Rev. Mr. Bogue, on account of the Miflionary Students under

his tuition

Donation to the General Evangelical Society of Dublin, paid

by order of the Directors

Rev. Mr. Townsend for sundry payments made by him on ac-

count of the Society

Mr. Levesque, late Miflionary, for 42 dollars expended by him

after the capture of the Duff, reiu^burscd

John Youl, MiiTionary, on account of the MifTionaries per the

Royal Admiral, paid his draft.

Rev. Mr. Wilks, for disbuisements made by him on account

of the Society

Mr. Thomas Williams, paid by him on behalf of the Society

A variety of small charges, consisting principally of Postage

and conveyance of Packets from abroad

2095;

17 6

23 1:

7

9

26

63

18 6

9 o

3 9

Total Amount of Disbursements carried to Acct. Current 2694 14 10

Dr. the Treasurer of the Missionary

Society.

June 1,1802.
To Amount of Colleftions,

Donations and Subscrip-

tions in London and its

Neighbourhood, as per

the preceding list 99i 6
To Amount of Collections,

&c. &c. in the Country,
as per the preceding list, 892 19 3

To 1 Year's Dividend on
16.0001. 3 per cents.

Ditto on 90371. 10s. 4d.

4 per cents.

Ditto on 33001.

cents, new ann.
Ditto on 10001.

cent, old ann.

To Cash received of Rev.
Mr. Grove

480

361 10

o per

o per

165

50

10

L.2953 9 9

June 18, 1802, Audited by

Per Contra Cr.

June 1, lo02.

By Balance of last Yeat's

Account l7 6 8

By Amount of Disburse-

ments, as per the prece-

ding Account 2694 14 10

By Cabh for the purchase

of two Exchequer-Bills 20; 1 5

Cash in hand
2919 2 11

3-1 6 10

L.2953 9 9

JOHN FENN,
GJEORGE GOUGER.



PUBLIC SECURITIES, &c.

The following is an Account of the Public Securities belonging to the Society,

which have been purchased at different times, in the names of Four
Trustees.

3 per Cent. Consols.

4 per Cents.

5 per Cent. New Ann.

5 per Cent. Old ditto

m three Exchequer Bills.

JOSEPH HARDCASTLE, Treasurer.

^i6.ooo

9037
3300
1000

700

Contributions received by the Treasurer since the First of June.

Two Friends at Halifax,

by Rev. Mr. Cockin 2 2

Rev. Mr. Knight, Walworth 10

Miss Bailey, Frome, by Rev.

Mr. Sibrce

Mr. Hadden, 15, Garden-
row, Old-street

Mrs. Gray, Walworth
Mr. Meymott, Kew-green
Mr. Meymott, Broker's-row,

Moorfields

Rev. Mr. Charles, Bala, 2

years

1

1 1

2

10 18 6

Brought forward 10 18 6
Rev. J. Wilson and Con-

gregation, Market Dray-
ton 12 12

Collection of some Christian

Friends at Basil 12

The Gift of Mr.JohnUlrich
Geilinger, a Swiss Mer-
chant in Winterthur 20

A poor Watchman, by Mr.
Reyner 4

53 11 a

END,

Printed by Biggs & Cottle, Crane-Court, Fleet-Street, London,














